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THE 

PROFESSOR ON THE CASE 


CHAPTER I 

" THE TIIINKING MACHINE ” 

I T \\as absolutely impossible. Tncntj^-five chess 
masters from the world at large, foregathered for 
the annual championships, unanimously declared it im- 
jiossiblc, and unanimitj’ on any given point is an un- 
usual mental condition for chess masters Not one 
would concede for an instant tliat it was within the 
range of human nclucvcnicnt Some grew red in the f ice 
as tlicj argued it, others smiled loftilj and were silent , 
still others dismissed the matter in a wo-d ns whoIK 
absurd 

A Casual remark b\ the distinguished scientist .and 
logicj.an, Profe- or Augustus S F \ \*m Du-cn p't'- 
aoked the ehscu'- nn lie hid m the past, aroti-'tJ 
bitter disjiutt.. ha vme chance innark in fw-t hail 
Ih^ n oiHc n sai( <j( eoutrovt r-i il ci'itre of the vinre.-" 
It had Is vii due tol 1-. mod ~ t anneitince. t^nt of n 
a id ntuntliivl m jvuht-.w that hi Uul f-- a i teit'*d t • 
\ iea*t tic chair oi Pn iivMi,ti,\ » j a i r it tu vc. tt 
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Later that university had felt honoured when he accepted 
its degree of LL D. 

For a score of years, educational and scientific insti- 
tutions of the world had amused themselves by crowd- 
ing degrees upon him He had initials that stood for 
thmgs he couldn't pronounce ; degrees from France 
England, Russia, Germany, Italy, Sweden and Spam' 
These were expressed recognition of the fact that his 
was the foremost brain m the sciences The imprint 
of his crabbed personality lay heavily on half a dozen 
of its branches Finally there came a time when argu- 
ment was respectfully silent m the face of one of his 
conclusions 


The remark which had arrayed the chess masters of 
the world mto so formidable and unanimous a dissent 
was made by Professor Van Dusen m the presence of 
tteee other gentlemen of note One of these, Dr. Charles 
Elbert, happened to be a chess enthusiast 
“ Chess IS a shoeless perversion of the functions of 
the brain was Professor Van Dusen’s declaration in 
his perpetu^y irritated voice “ It is a sheer waste o^ 
ehort, ^eater because it is possibly the most difficult 
of all abstract problems Of course logic, wiU solve it 
Lo^c wiU solve any problem~not nwst of them but anv 
prob em A thorough understandmg of its L 

ake tour, not some times but all the time I dnn’i- 

?akTa ChoL”T I 

defeat a man who has devotedL?hfe “n 

^ damped , bound down to the lo^rofciess M, 
not , mmo employs logic m xts wxdSt scope“ '' 
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Dr Elbert shook his head vigorously 
" It IS impossible,” he asserted 
" Nothing IS impossible,” snapped the scientist “ The 
human mind can do anj thing It is all we have to lift 
us above the brute creation For Heaven’s sake leave 
us that ” 

The aggressive tone, the uncompromising egotism 
brought a flush to Dr Elbert’s face Professor Van 
Dusen affected many persons that ivay, particularly 
those fellow savants who, themselves men of distmction, 
had ideas of their own 

" Do you know the purposes of chess ? Its countless 
combmations ? ” asked Dr Elbert 
“ No,” was the crabbed reply " I know nothing 
whatever of the game beyond the general purpose which, 
I understand to be, to move certain pieces in certain 
directions to stop an opponent from moving his ICing 
Is that correct ? ” 

“ Yes,” said Dr Elbert slowly, " but I never heard 
it stated just that ivay before ” 

" Then, if that is correct, I maintain that the true 
logician can defeat the chess expert by the pure mechan- 
ical rules of logic I’ll take a few hours some time, 
acquaint myself ivith the moves of the pieces and defeat 
you to convince you ” 

Professor Van Dusen glared savagely mto the eyes of 
Dr Elbert 

' Not me,” said Dr Elbert " You say anyone — 
you for instance, might defeat the greatest chess 
player Would you be wilhng to meet the greatest 
chess player after you ‘ acquaint ’ yourself with the 
game ? ” 

‘ Certainly," said the scientist. " I have frequently 
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found it necessar^r to make a fool of myself to convince 
people I’ll do it again ” 

This, then, was the acrimonious beginning of the dis- 
cussion which aroused chess masters and brought open 
dissent from eminent men who had not dared for years 
to dispute any assertion by the distinguished Professor 
Van Dusen It was arranged that at the conclusion of 
the championships Professor Van Dusen should meet the 
wmner This happened to be Tschaikowsky, the Rus- 
sian, who had been champion for half a dozen years 
After this expected result of the tournament Hillsbury, 
a noted American master, spent a morning with Professor 
Van Dusen m the latter’s modest apartments on Beacon 
Hill He left there with a sadly puzzled face, that 
afternoon Professor Van Dusen met the Russian cham- 
pion The newspapers had said a great deal about 

the affair and hundreds were present to witness the 
game 

There was a" little murmur of astonishment When Pro 

slight,. -almost 

child-hke m body, and his thin shoulders seemed to 
droop beneath the weight of his enormous head He 
wore a number eight hat His brow rose straight and 
dome-like md a heavy shock, of long, yeUow hfir gave 
him almost a grotesque appearance - The ev^ w® 

^pTcrci^r 
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The Russian smiled as he sat down at the chess table 
He felt that he was humounng a crank. The other 
masters were gronped near' by, curiously expectant 
Professor Van Dusen began the game, opemng wath a 
Queen’s gambit At his fifth move, made without the 
shghtest hesitation, the smile left the Russian’s face 
At the tenth, the masters grew mtensely eager The 
Russian champion was plajung for honour now Pro- 
fessor Van Dusen’s fourteenth move was King’s castle 
to Queen’s fonr 

“ Check,’’ he announced 

After a long study of the board the Russian protected 
his King with a Knight Professor Van Dusen noted 
the play then leaned back in his chair with finger tips 
pressed together His eyes left the board and dreamily 
studied the ceilmg For at least ten nunutes there was 
no sound, no movement, then 

" Mate m fifteen moves,” he said qmetly 
There was a qmck gasp of astonishment It took the 
practised eyes of the masters several mmutes to verify 
the announcement. But the Russian champion saw and 
leaned back in his chair a little white and dazed. He 
was not astonished , he Avas helplessly floundenng m a 
maze of incomprehensible things Suddenly he arose 
and grasped the slender hand of his conqueror 

“ You have never played chess before ? ” he asked. 

“ Never ” 

" Mon Dteu I You are not a man , you are a brain — 
a machine — a thmkmg machine ” 

“ It’s a child’s game,” said the scientist abruptly 
There was no note of exultation in his voice, it was 
still the irritable impersonal tone which was habitual 
This, then, was Professor Augustus S F X Van 
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Dusen, Ph D , LL D , F R S , M D , etc,, etc This 
IS how he came to be known to the world at large as 
The Thmkmg Machine The Russian’s phrase had been 
apphed to the scientist as a title by a newspaper re- 
porter, Hutchinson Hatch It had stuck 



CIIAPTER II 


THE MOTOR BOAT 

Captain Hank .Barber, master manner, gnpped the 
fow-iml of the Liddy Ann and peered off through the 
semi-fog of the early mormng at a dark streak slashing 
^ong trough the gray-green waters It was a motor 
Wat of long, graceful lines , and a single figure, that of 
^ at her helm stanng uncompromisingly 

j through a roller, staggered a little, 

nghted herself and sped on as a sheet of spray s\veDt 
o\ er her The helmsman sat motionless, heedless of the 
s Jn^ng splash of wind-dnven water in his face 

She sure is a-gom’ some.” remarked Captain Hank, 
mflectivdy "By Ginger! If she keeps it up into 
Harbour she A\on’t stop this side o’ the Pubhc 

Captain Hank watched the boat cunouslj until she 
up, lost m tlie mist, then turned to his 
He was a couple of miles out of Boston 
ox ur, going in , it was sin o’clock of a graj morning 
cw minutes after the disappearance of the motor halt 
^Hcntion was attracted by the hoarse 

tneed tlrough the mist the gigantic lines of a great 
vessel— It seemed to be a ship of war ^ 
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It was only a few minutes after Captain Hank lost 
sight of the motor boat that she was again sighted, this 
time as she flashed mto Boston Harbour at full speed 
She fled past, almost under the prow of a pilot boat, 
going out, and was hailed At the mess table later the 
pilot’s man on watch made a remark about her. 

“ Gom’ 1 Well, wasn’t she though ! Never saw one 
thing pass so close to another in my life without scrub- 
bm’ the pamt offen it. She was so close up I could spit 

in her, and when I spoke the feller didn’t even look up 

]ust kept a-goin’ I told him a few things that was ffood 
for his soul ” 


Inside Boston Harbour the motor boat performed a 
nuracle Pursumg a course which was singularly erratic 
and at a speed more than dangerous she reeled nn 
through^e surge of the sea regardless alike of fog the 

heavy wash irom 

snout was raised , a fisherman swore at her at; ^ 
fisherman can And finally when she passed mt 
clear space, seeimngly headed for a doclc^at too ? / 

she was the most unanimously damned craft Zt' 
came into Boston Harbour. 

sai;‘i::LustyZ\‘eZfd'at°Zr 

that dumed fool don^t . 1:°“ ‘^°'ck '■ If 

'"shlf th^””®”- "ght-JhSf' 

of her motoZplZl^v h^°^ whiz 

=- 

. Big John Dawson appeared onThrl™ Jt 
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dock ' Big John had a voice that was noted from New- 
foundland to Norfolk for its depth and width, and 
possessed objurgatory powers which were at once the 
awe and admiration of the fishing fleet 
" You ijit ! ” he bellowed at the impassive helmsman 
Shut off that power an’ throw yer helium ” 

There was no response , the boat came on directly 
toward the dock where Big John and his fellows were 
gathered The fishermen and loungers saw that a crash 
Was coming and scattered from the stnng piece 
" The durned fool,” said Big John, resignedly 
Then came the crash, the rendmg of timbers, and 
silence save for the gnndmg whir of the motor Big 
John ran to the end of the wharf and peered down The 
speed of the motor had dnven the boat half way upon a 
float which 1 careened penlously The man had been 
thrown forward and”lay huddled up face doivmv'ard and 
motionless on the float The dirty water lapped at him 
greedily 

Big John was the first man on the float He crept 
cautiously to the huddled figure and turned it face up- 
ward. He gazed for an instant into wide stanng eyes 
then turned to the curious ones peenng down from the 
dock 

"No wonder he didn’t stop,” he said in an awed tone 
The dumed fool is dead.” ' 

WiUmg hands gave aid and after a minute llic hfcles.-. 
figure lay on the dock It was that of a man m uniform 
' tlie uniform of a forugn na\y He was appartnUi 
fortj--fue jears old large and powerful of frame with the 
sun-browned face of a seaman Tlic jtt black of mous- 
tache and goatee was startling against the dead colour of 
the face Ihe hair was tinged with gra^ , and on tic 
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back of the left hand was a single letter— “ D " — tat- 
tooed in blue 

“ He’s French,” said Big John authoritatively, " an’ 
that’s the uniform of a Cap’n m the French Navy ” He 
looked puzzled a moment as he stared at the figure 
“ An’ they ain’t been a French man-o’-war m Boston 
Harbour for six months ” 

After awhile the police came and with them Detective 
Mallory, the big man of the Bureau of Cmmnal In- 
vestigation , and lanally Dr Clough, Medical Exammer. 
While the detective questioned the fishermen and those 
who had witnessed the crash Dr Clough exammed the 
body 

“ An autopsy will be necessary,” he announced as he 
arose 

“ How long has he been dead ? ” asked the detective 

“Eight or ten hours, I should say The cause of 
death doesn’t appear. There is no shot or knife wound 
so far as I can see ” 


Detective MaUory closely exammed the dead man’s 
clothing There was no name or tailor mark , the hnen 
was new , the name of the maker of the shoes had been 
npped out ^vlth a knife There was nothing m the 
pockets, not a piece of paper or even a vagrant com 

^ MaUory turned his attention to the 
boat Both hull and motor were of French manufacture 
ong deep scratches on each side showed how the name 
had been removed Inside the boat the detectxve Tw 
^methmg white and picked it up It was 

Thh ™ “Woqmsed. 

o y was removed and carefully secluded 
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Hedical Examiner Clough welcomed the eminent Pro- - 
lessor Van Dusen’s proffer of assistance m his capacity 
of M. D , while Hatch and other reporters impatiently 
cooled their toes on the curb. In two hours the autopsy- 
had been completed. The Thinking Machine amused 
himself by studying the insignia on the dead man’s 
umform, leaving it to Dr. Clough to make a startling 
statement to the press The man had not been mur- 
dered; he had died of heart failure There was no 
poison in the stomach, nor was there a knife or' pistol 
wound. 

Then the inqmsitive press poured in a flood of ques- 
tions. Who had scratched off the name of the boat ? 
Dr. Clough didn’t know. Why had it been scratched 
off ? Still he didn’t know How did it happen that 
the name of the maker of the shoes had been npped out ? 
He shrugged his shoulders "What did the handkerchief 
have to do with it ? Really he couldn’t conjecture 
Was there any inkling of the dead man’s identity ^ Not 
so far as he knew. Any scar on the body which might 
lead to identification ? No. 

Hatch made a few mental comments on officials in 
general and skilfully steered The Thinking Machme away 
from the other reporters 

“ Did that man die of heart failure ? ” he asked, 
flatly. 

“it not,” -was the curt reply '' It was poison ” 

But the Medical Exammer specifically stated that 
there was no poison m the stomach,” persisted the re- 
porter. 

The scientist did not reply. Hatch struggled with 
and suppressed a desire to ask more questions On 
^ Tcachmg home the scientist’s first act was to consult an 
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encyclop-cdja After several minutes lie turned to the 
rcjwrter Math an inscrutable fate 

Of course the idea of a natural death m this cos'- is 
^ jurd, he said, shortl\ “ E\ ere' fact is against it. 
^ow Afr Hatch, please get forme ail the local and -\e\ 

a the hod} \ as found— not 

he day after Send or bnng them to me, then come 
ogam at fu e tins afternoon " 

' But— but— " Hatch blurted. 

' I can say nothing until I 1 nou all the facts,” inter 
tupted The Thinl mg Machine 
^itcli jicrsomllv dchecred the spe-cificd nfHspip'ie 
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ship owner in a small way. He was successful in his ' 
small undertakings and for fifteen years has been a 
millionaire. He has a certam social position, partly 
tlirough his wife whom he married a year and a half ago. 
She was Edith Marston Belding, a daughter of the famous 
Beldmg family He has an estate on the North Shore ” 

“ Very good,” commented the scientist. “ Now we 
will find out somethmg about how this man was killed ” 
At North Station they took tram for a small place on 
the North Shore, thirty-five miles from Boston There 
The Thmkmg Machme made some mqmnes and finally 
they entered a lumbersome carry-all After a drive of 
half an hour through the dark they saw the fights of 
what seemed to be a pretentious country place Some- 
where off to the nght Hatch heard the roar of the rest- 
less ocean 


“ Wait for us," commanded The Thmkmg Machme as 
the carry-all stopped 



CHAPTER III 


THE WOMAN IN THE CASE 

The Thinking Machine ascended the steps, followed by 
Hatch, and rang After a minute or so the door was 
opened and a hght floodea out Standing before tliem 
Was a Japanese — a man of indeterminate age with the 
graven face of his race 

" Is Mr Dudley in ? ” asked The Thinking Machine. 

“ He has not that pleasure,” replied the Japanese, and 
Hatch smiled at the queerly turned phrase 
** Mrs, Dudley ? " asked the scientist 
“ Mrs Dudley is attinng herself in clothing,” replied 
the Japanese " If you wall be pleased to enter ” 

The Tlunking Machme handed hrni a card and was 
shown into a reception room The Japanese placed 
chairs for them with courteous precision and disappeared 
After a short pause there was a rustle of silken skirts 
on the stairs, and a woman — Mrs. Dudley — entered. 
She was not pretty she was stunning ratlier, tall, of 
superb figure and crow ned w ith a glorj' of bhck hair 
"Mr VanDusen’" she asked as she ghncxd at the card 
The Thinking Macinno bowed low, allxut awkw\ardh 
Jilrs. Dudley sank down on a couch and the two men 
resumed their seats. Tlien was a httk pause, Mrs. 
Dudley broke the silence at last 
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“ Well, Mr. Van Dusen, if you ” she began 

“ You have not seen a newspaper for several days ^ ’’ 
asked The Thmking Maclune, abruptly 

“ No,” she rephed, wonderingly, almost smihng 

“ Why ? ” 

“ Can you tell me ]ust where your husband is ^ ” 

The Thinkmg Machme sqmnted at her m that aggres- 
sive way which was habitual A quick flush crept into 
her face , and grew deeper at the sharp scrutiny In- 
quiry lay m her eyes. 

“ I don’t know,” she rephed at last. “ In Boston, I 


presume.” 

“ You haven’t seen him since the night of the ball ? ” 
“No 1 thmk it was half past one o’clock that 
mght ” 

“ Is his motor boat here ? ” 

i 

“ Really, I don’t know I presume it is. May I ask 
the purpose of this questionmg ? ” , , ^ 

The Thmkmg Machme sqmnted hard atdier for half 
a minute Hatch was uncomfortable, half resentful 
even, at the agitation of the woman and the sharp, cold 
tone of his companion. , 

“ On the mght of the ball,” the scientist went on, 
passing the question, “ Mr Dudley cut his left arm ]ust 
above the wnst It was only a slight wound A piece 
of court plaster was put on it Do you know if he put 
at on lumself ? If not, who did ? ” , , ^ 

“ I put it on.” rephed S'lrs Dudley, unhesitatingly 

wonderingly. ° 

" And whose court plaster was it ? ” 


“ IMine — some I had in my dressmg room Why ? ” 
Tlie scientist arose and-^ red across the floor elan 
mg once out the 
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Hatch inqtunngly and was about to speak when 1 The 
Thinking Machine stopped beside her and placed his 
shm fingers on her -wrist She did not resent the action , 
was only cunous if one might ]udge from her eyes 

Are you prepared for a shock ? ” the scientist asked. 
What IS it ? ” she demanded m sudden terror 
“ This suspense ’ ’ 

Your husband is dead — ^murdered — poisoned I ” said 
the scientist -with sudden brutahty His fingers stdl lay 
on her pulse “ The court plaster which you put on 
his arm and which came from your room was covered 
With a virulent poison which was mstantly transfused 
into his blood ” 

Mrs Dudley did not start or scream Instead she 
stared up at the Thanking Machme a moment, her face 
became pallid, a httle shiver passed over her Then 
she fell back on the couch in a dead faint 

Good ! ” remarked The Thirikmg Machme compla- 
cently And then as Hatch started up suddenly “ Shut 
that door,-^’ he commanded. 

The rejxirter did so "When he turned back his com- 
panion was leaning over the unconscious woman After 
a. moment he left her and ivent to a uindow where he 
stood looking out As Hatch watched he saw the colour 
coming back into Mrs Dudley’s face At last she opened 
her eyes 

Don’t get hysterical,” Tlic Thinking Machine directed 
calmly " I know you had nothing whatever to do vith 
your husband s death. I want only a little assistance 
to find out who killed him ” 

'■ Oh m> God 1 ” e.\claimed :\Irs Dudley " Dead I 
Dead I ” 

Suddenly tears leapt from her eyes and for sc\cra] 
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minutes the two men respected her grief When at 
last she raised her face her eyes were red, but there was 
a ngid expression about the mouth 

“ If I can be of any service — ” she began f 

“ Is this the boat house I see from this window ^ ” 
asked The Thinking Machine “ That long, low build- 
ing with the light over the door ? ” 

“ Yes,’^ rephed Mrs Dudley 

■' You say you dou’t know if the motor boat is there 
now ? 

“ No, I don’t ” 

servant, and if he 
doesn t know, let him go see, please ? ” 

ms Dudley arose and touched an electric button 

“ oirT door 

Osaka, do you know if Mr Dudley’s motor boat 

IS in the boat house ?” she asked 

“ No, honourable lady.” 

Will you go yourself and see ? ” 

gena^^'^erd T"*’ 

crossed to the ivindow j Machme again 

themght feZllw V T o^t ‘"*0 

and hLnsw^d ttem? f I'r^tions, scores of them, 

th*"' W Cy-ttST Z f\Z 

ItToLkr Se r“ 

Iad7”‘^° house, honourable 

A said the scientist. 

Ag^n Osaka bowed and retired. 
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naval costume at the masked baU May I ask what 
you wore ? ” 

“ It was a Queen Ehzabeth costume,” rephed Mrs 
Dudley, “ very heavy with a long tram ” 

" And if you could give me a photograph of Mr 
Dudley ? ” 

Mrs Dudley left the room an mstant and returned 
wth a cabmet photograph Hatch and the scientist 
looked at it together , it was unmistakably the man m 
the motor boat 

You can do nothmg yourself,” said The Thinking 
Machme at last, and he moved as if to go “ Within a 
few hours we wiU have the guilty person You may 
rest afesiued that your name will be in no way brought 
into the matter unpleasantly ” 

Hatch glanced at his compamon , he thought he 
detected a sinister note m the soothing voice, but the 
face expressed nothing Mrs Dudley ushered them into 
the hall , Osaka stood at the front door They passed 
out and the door closed behind them , 

Hatch started down tlie steps but The Thmking 
Machine stopped at the door and tramped up and down 
The reporter turned back m astonishment In the dim 
reflected hght he saw the scienbst’s finger raised, enjoin- 
ing silence, then saw him lean forward suddenly %\ith 
his ear pressed to the door After a httlc he rapped 
gently The door vas opiened by Osaka who obeyed a 
beckoning motion of the scientist’s liand and came out 
Silently he was led off the \ eranda into tlic j’ard , he 
appeared in no way surpnsed. 

*' Your master, Mr Dudley has been murdered " 
declared The Tlunking Maclune quietly, to Osaka 
Wo know tliat Mrs. Dudley killed him ” he went on 
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as Hatch stared, “ but I have told her she is not sus- 
pected We are not officers and cannot arrest her 
Can you go with us to Boston, without the knowledge 
of anyone here and tell what you know of the quarrel 
between husband and wife to the police ^ ” 

Osaka looked placidly into the eager face 
. ‘‘ I had the honour do believe that the circumstances 
would not bet recognized,” he said finally ” Since you 
know, I will go ” 

“ We will drive down a little way and wait for youi” 
The Japanese disappeared into the house 5 again 
Hatch was too astounded to speak, but followed The 
Thmkmg Machine into the carry-all It drove away 
a hundred yards and stopped. After a few minutes an 
impalpable shadow came toward them through the night 
The scientist peered out as it came up , 

“ Osaka ? ” he asked softly. , , ' 

” Yes ” i 

An hour later the three men were on a train, Boston 
bound Once comfortably settled the scientist turned 
to the Japanese. 

” Now if you will please tell me just what happened 
the mght of the ball ? ” he asked, ” and the mcidents 
leading up to the disagreement between Mr. and Mrs 
Dudley ? ” 

" He drank elaborately,” Osaka explamed reluct- 
antly, in lus quaint Enghsh, ” and when drmkmg he 
vvas brutal to the honourable lady. Tvwce with my own 
C} es I saw lum strike her — once m Japan where I entered 
his service while they were on a wedding journey, and 
once here On the mght of the ball he was immeasurably 
intoxicated, and when he danced he fell down to the 
Sloor The honourable lady was chagrmed and angry— 
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sTic had been angry before There was some quarrel which 
I am not compreliensive of They had been mdely 
ivergent for several months It was, of course, not 
prominent m the presence of others ” 

And the cut on his arm \%here the court plaster was 

applied ? ” asked the scientist “ Just hUw did he get 
that ? ” ® 


„ uhen he fell down,” continued the Japanese 

He reached to embrace a carved chair and the carved 
^ood cut his arm I assisted him to his feet and the 
onourable lady sent me to her room to get court plaster 
I acquired it from her dressmg table and she placed it 
on the cut ’’ 


That makes the evidence against her absolutely 
conclusive, remarked The Thinking Machme, as if 
nnally There was a little pause, and then " Do you 
Pappen to know just how Mrs Dudley placed th6 body 
m the boat ? ” , 


I haVe not that honour,” said Osaka. “ Indeed 
am not comprehensive of anything that happened after 
the court plaster was put on except that Mr, Dudley 
was affected some way and went out of the house. Mrs 

u ey, tooj was not m the ball room for ten mmutes 
or so afterwards ” 


Hutchinson Hatch stared frinkly into the face of The 
Machme , there was nbthing to be read there 
“ n thoughtful Hatch heard the brakeman bawl 

TOton and mechamcally followed the scientist and 
a. out of the station mto a cab They 'were driven 
immediately to Pohce Headquarters Detective Mallory 
w^ j^t'about to go home when they entered his officb. 

®f’'ghten you, Mr Malloiy ” announced the 
scientist coldlv to know that the man in the motor 
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boat was not a French naval officer who died of natural 
causes — ^he was Langham Dudley, a millionaire ship 
owner He was murdered It ]ust happens that I 
Imow the person who did it ” 

The detective arose in astonishment and stared at 
the shght figure before him inquiringly, he knew the 
man too well to dispute any assertion he might make. 
“ Who IS the murderer ? ” he asked 
The Thmkmg Machine closed the door and the spnng 
lock clicked. 

“ That man there,” he remarked calmly, turning on 
Osaka. 

For one brief instant there was a pause and silence 
then the detective advanced upon the Japanese with 
hand outstretched. The agile Osaka leapt suddenly, 
as a snake strikes , there was a qmck, fierce struggle 
and Detective Mallory sprawled on the floor There 
had been ]ust a twist of the wnst— a tnck of 31U jitsu 
— and Osaka had flung himself at the locked door As 
he fumbled there Hatch, dehberately and without com- 
punction, raised a chair and brought it down on his 
head Osaka sank down without a sound 

It was an hour before they brought him around 
ag^n Meanwhile the detective had patted and petted 
half a dozen suddenly acquired brmses, and had then 
searched Osaka. He found nothmg to interest 
save a small bottle He uncorked rt anfSed^ 
smell rt when The mnkmg Machine snatched it awl 

You fool, that 11 kill you ! ” he exclaimed. ^ 

* * * * ^ 

Osaka sat, lashed hand and foot to a chair m n + 

“t: r -e det:SVrto"r1at 

Ft ® was no longer expressionless , there 
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'^ero fear and treacherj' and cunning there So he 
_^tened, perforce, to the statement of the case by The 
^^ng Maclnne wlio leaned back in his chair, squmt- 
steadily upward and mth his long, slender fingers 
pressed together 

<< »T‘ ^ « 

iv.0 and two make four, not sovie times but ail 
e tune,” he began at last as if disputing some previous 
^^rtion " As the figure two, wholly disconnected 
rom any otlier, gives small indication of a result, so is 
^ isolated fact of httle consequence. Yet that fact 
th ^ another, and the resulting fact added to a 
^ wd, and so on, wall give a final result That result, 
every fact is considered, viiisi be correct. Thus any 
problem may be solved by logic , logic is inevitable 
In this case the facts, considered singly, might have 
rr compatible ivith either a natural death, suicide, 
^ murder — considered together they proved murder 
a chmax of this proof was the removal of the maker’s 
name from the dead man’s shoes, and a fact strongly 
•Contributory was the attempt to destroy the identity 
° boat A subtle mind lay back of it all ” 

I so regarded it,” said Detective Mallory " I was 

^o^dent of murder until the Medical Exammer ” 

We prove a murder ” The Thinking Machine went 
nn serenely “ The method ? I was ivith Dr Clough 
the autopsy There was no shot, or kmfe wotmd, 
no poison m the stomach lihowing there was murder 
I sought further Then I -found the method m a shght, 
lagged wound on the left arm It had been covered 
'vith court plaster The heart showed constriction with- 
out apparent cause, and while Dr Gough exammed it 
I took off this court plaster Its odour, an unusual 
one, told me that poison had been transfused into the 
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blood through the wound So two and two had made 


four 


“ Then— what poison ? A knowledge of hotan}^ aided 
me I recognized faintly the trace of an odour of an 
herb which is not only indigenous to, but grows exclu- 
sively in Japan Thus a Japanese poison. Analysis 
later in my laboratory proved it was a Japanese poison, 
virulent, and necessarily slow to act unless it is placed 
directly in an artery. The poison on the court plaster 
and that you took from Osaka is identical ” 

The scientist uncorked the bottle and permitted a 
single drop of a green hqmd to fall on his handkerchief 
He allowed a minute or more for evaporation then 
handed it to Detective Mallory who sniffed at it from 
a respectful distance Then The Thinking Machine 
produced the bit of court plaster he had taken from the 
dead man’s arm, and agam the detective sniffed 

The same, the scientist resumed as he touched a 
hghted match to the handkerchief and watched it 
crumble to ashes, “ and so powerful that in its pure 
state mere inhalation is fatal I permitted Dr Clough 
to make pubhc his opinion— heart failure— after the 
autopsy for obvious reasons It would reassure the 
murderer for mstance if he saw it pnnted, and besides 
^ heart failure ; the poison caused it 
Tin Identification. Mr Hatch learned that 

of Boston 'vithin hundreds of miles 

might have been one oUurT™ “tJ 

less than 'eight h^urs *01^ 

a ship of hJoivn countre^'Ph''^^ 

“ I Then from where • • 

othmg of uniforms, yet I exanuned the 
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insignia on the arms and shoulders closely after which 
I consulted my encyclopaedia I learned that while the 
uniform ^\'as more French than anything else it was 
really the uniform of no country, because it was not 
correct The insignia were mixed. 

“ Then what ? There were several possibihties, among 
them a fancy dress ball was probable. Absolute accu- 
racy Would not be essential there. Where had there 
been a fancy dress ball ? I trusted to the neivspapers 
to tell me that They did. A short' dispatch from a 
place on the North Shore stated that on the mght before 
the man was found dead there had been a fancy dress 
ball at the Langham Dudley estate. ’ 

" Now it IS as necessary to remember every fact in 
solving a problem as it is to consider every figure m 
arithmetic Dudley 1 Here was the " D ” tattooed on 
the dead man’s hand ‘ Who’s Vldio ’ showed that Lang- 
ham Dudley mamed Edith Marston Belding Here was 
the ‘ E M B ’ on the handkerchief m the boat Lang- 
ham Dudley was a ship owner, had been a sailor, was 
a milhonaire Possibly this was his own boat built m 
France” 1 

Detechve Mallory was starmg mto the eyes of The 
Thinking Maclune in frank admiration , Osaka to whom 
the'narrative had thus far been impersonal, gazed, gazed 
as if fascinated Hutchinson 'Hatch, reporter, ivas drink- 
ing im every word greedily > ' 

*' We went to the Dudley place,” the scientist resumed 
after 'a moment • “ This j J apanese opened the door 
J apanese poison 1 Tv, o and two were still making four 
But I was first interested in Mrs Dudley Slie showed 
no agitation and told me frankly that she placed the 
court plaster on her husband’s arm, and that it came 
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"‘I \m 11 not,” exclaimed Osaka, Suddenly. It was 
the first time he had spoken 

“ It probably had to do witli a girl in Japan,” ex- 
plamed The Thmkmg Maclune, easily. ” The murder 
had been a long chenshed project, such a one as revenge 
through love would have inspired ” 

It was a day or so later that Hutchinson Hatch called 
to inform The Thmkmg Machine that Osaka had con- 
fessed and had given the motive for the murder. It w’^as 
not a mce story. 

“ One of the most astonishing tlungs to me,” Hatch 
added, is the complete case of circumstantial evidence 
against IMrs Dudley, begmmng with the quarrel and 
leadmg to the apphcation of the poison with her own 
hands I beheve she would have been con\icted on the 
actual circumstantial evidence had you not shown con- 
clusively that Osaka did it ” 

“ Circumstantial fiddlesticks l ” snapped The Thmk- 
mg Machine ” I wouldn’t convict a yellow dog of 
steahng jam on circumstantial evidence alone, even if 
he had jam all over his nose ” He sqmnted truculently 
at Hatch for a moment “ In the first place well be- 
haved dogs don’t eat jam,” he added more mildly. 



CHAPTER IV 

DRESSING ROOM " A ” ' ' 

That strange. seeniiiigl7 inexplicable chain of circum- 
stances which had to do with the mysterious disappear- 
^ce of the famous actress, Irene Wallack, froni her 
essmg room m a Spnngfield theatre durmg a per- 
ormance, wlule the echo of tumultuous appreciation 
^ c^rs, was one of the most fascinating 

^Wems which was not purely scientific that The 
mniong Machme ivas ever asked to solve The scien- 

® enlisted m this smgular mystery by Hutch- 

Hatch, reporter r r 

aff U far beyopd the ordmaiy in this 

am, Hatch explained to the scientist " A woman 
^appeared, evaporated into thm air m the hearing, 

° ^ sight, of her friends The pohce can make 

theirs*" ^ ^ problem for a greater mind than 

^an Dusen waved the newspaper man to a 
m wh^f sank back mto a great cushioned chair 

A , his diminutive figure seemed even more child- 

ukc than it really was 

“ Al^'of t*”° story," he commanded petulantly 
The enormous jaillow head rested against the chair 
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from her room There was instantly a doubt as to her 
connection with the murder , her immediate frankness 
aroused it. 

'‘Fmahy, with my hand on her pulse— which was 
normal — told her as brutally as I could that her hus- 
band had been murdered Her pulse jumped fnghtfuHy 
and as I told her the cause of death it wavered, weak- 
ened and she fainted Now if she had known her husband 
were dead— even if she had killed him— a mere state- 
ment of his death would not have caused that pulse 
Further I doubt if she could have disposed of her hus’ 
band’s body m the motor boat. He was a large man 

md the manner of her dress even, was agamst this 
Tlierefore she was innocent. 

then ? The Japanese, Osaka, here I could 
see the door of the boat house from the room where we 
were Mm Dudley asked Osaka if Mr Dudley’s W 
were in the house He said he didn’t know. Then she 
sent him to see He returned and said the 

not yet he Jiad not gone to the hoot house at M 

Ergo, he knew the boat was not there H*. 1 
learned it from another servjt. 
against him” ^ Point 

Agam the saentist paused and sqmnted at thp 
^ For a moment Osaka wuthstood thtg^l 2??' 

ttn^ d" ™comfoSy “ 

simple cxp^edim?" To “Snf 

Steadily. ” On the tram I asked on 

Mrs Dudley got the bodv 

KcmembcrTtlns poxntYp boat. 

that the body liad been m rto^t^ardr^w 

know .and h, that very alitS Z 



THE WOMAN IN THE CASE 29 

knew the body had been placed m the boat He knew 
because he put it there himself He didn’t merely 
throw it m the water because he had sense enough to 
know if the tide didn’t take it out it would nse, and 
possibly be foimd. 

After the slight mjury Mr Dudley evidently wan- 
dered out toward the boat house The poison was 
working, and perhaps he fell Then this man removed 
^ identifymg marks, even to the name m the shoes, 
put the body m the boat and turned on full power He 
kad a nght to assume that the boat would be lost, or 
that the dead man would be thrown out Wmd and 
tide and a loose rudder brought it into Boston Harbour 
I do not attempt to account for the presence of Mrs 
Dudley’s handkerchief in the boat It might have 
gotten there m one of a himdred ways ” 

How did you know husband and wife had quar- 
relled ? ” asked Hatch 

Surmise to account for her not knowing where he 
was,” rephed The Thmkmg Machine " If they had 
had a violent disagreement it was possible that he ^vould 
have gone away without teUmg her, and she would not 
have been particularly worried, at least up to the tune 
we saw her As it was she presumed he was in Boston , 
perhaps Osaka here gave her that impression ? ” 

The Thinking Machine turned and stared at the 
Japanese cunously 

" Is that correct ? ” he asked. 

Osaka did not answer 

“ And the motive ? ” asked Detecti\ e JlaUoiy', at 
last 

“ Will you tell us just why you killed Mr Dudley' ? ” 
asked The Thinking Machme of tlic Japanese 
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i^r r- ^ 

the men who work the drS 
There was silence for =t®t'oned.” 

Machine twiddled his Sneers Thinkmg 

'vard. He had nofloS 

the silence after a time. reporter. He broke 

“ How was Miss WallarV rir-^ ^ . 

disappearance > ” ressed at the time of her 

‘‘In doublet and hose + 

paper man responded. “ sj! tights,” the news- 

the second act until vrarii^ if wears that costume from 

" Was all her street 1 ^ ^ Pl^y-” 

“ Yes. eve,yttorVJ°““e “ her room ? ’> ^ 

of costumes It wL aU as unopened trunk 

answer her cue-^n in oSer *e room to 

candy on her table.” open box of 

XT#-v . r 


;;Nos.g„ofast;uggleP 




Cr trace of blood ? ” 

” Nothing ” 

“ Her maid > t 

” Oh ves. T ? ” 

Gertrade Mann.ngAad^tne hoLfr ““<3- 

tho^ fot act. She g.ew sudden”; 


The Thinking Machine tump/i u 

the reporter for the fimt time ^ eyes 

« TU 3 " , - -J 


Tit 3 /t u ‘-ijjie. J 

III ^ he repeated. “ 

lat I can’t say,” renbed matter ? »’ 

here is she nn^ ^^P<^rtcr. 


on 


" Thai 

— 'j $ I 

” ^Vherc is she now '> 

''I don’t knov'. Evci^-one Wot ill u 

the excitement about Miss W- > >. her 


m 
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dressing room “A.” 

What kind of candy was it ? ” 

I m afraid I don’t know that either ” 

“ Where was it bought ? ” 

The reporter shrugged his shoulders , that was some- 

sW Thinking Machine 

aggressively, stamig meanwhile 
" wv! Hatch who squirmed uncomfortably 

ere is the candy now ? ” demanded the scientist 
Ag^ Hatch shrugged his shoulders 
How much did Miss Wallack weigh ? ” 

^ at this He had 

seen her half a dozen tunes 

» hundred and thirty and a hundred and 
lo^pounds,” he ventured 

the ^ hypnotist connected ^vlth 

Th know,” Hatch rephed, 

natienthr Machme ^vaved his slender hands im- 

pauently, he was annoyed. 

“ to cnm absurd, Mr Hatch,” he expostulated. 

If vou ^ and ask advice 

tilt thiiiS ^ ^ to do somethmg, 

fessioTi *?^]^Paper man was nettled. In his own pro- 
acumen accredited a man of discernment and 

seemmu tn ^ 5^°ted the tone, the manner, even the 
“ T J tnvial questions which the other asked 

had been*^ began, " that the candy even if it 

hvnnotIst^°'^n “ ^ imsgme you think possible, or a 
Wallack an}d;hing to do with Miss 
hypnotism Certainly neither poison nor 
would have made her mvisible ” 
course you don’t see, ’ blazed The Thinking 
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back 
fingers 


X xvvyi JLnJS 

the blue eyes squinted steadily upward, the slender 
x^xsers were pressed tip to tip The Thinking Machine 
was in a receptive mood 

" IMiss WaUack is thirty years old and beautiful ” the 
reporter began " As an actress she has won recomition 
not only in this country but m England You may have 
read something of her in the daily papers, and i f ■» 

“ I never read the papers unless I am'compeUed to ” 
the other interrupted curtly “ Go on ” ^ 

“ She IS unmarned, and so far as anyone knows had 
no i^ediate intention of changing her condition " 
Hatch resumed, stanng curiously at the thin facrof the 
scientist I presume she had adinirers-all w Vf - 
women of the stage have— but she is oob , n 
been perfectly clean, whose record is an ootn^l^ v 
tell you this because it might have a heaSL o“ ^ 
conclusion as to a possible reason for her 

Now the actual circumstances of ,y,*®^PP®^’'ance. 
Miss Wallack has been playmg a Shat* 
tone I^t week she w^ripr^ngfiJ^r^/T- 
mght, which concluded her eneagemenf Saturday 
peered as Rosahnd m ‘As You ^”^4 - ts "'u 
was crowded She played the x ^o^se 

enthusiasm, and this despite the fact th 
“S “tensely from headLhe To wtc^nf 
at times After the second pr+ cin x subject 

ing room and just before the n to her dress- 
third the stage “P ^ the 

woidd be out unm?diaSy Tte-e 

"eLVSSf- 

curtain has been un f ^PP*'^' ™ third act until the 

'-Vs cue came she^.^;? “it ThT 

■ine stage man- 
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ager rushed to her door and agam called her There 
was no cinswer Then, feanng that she might have 
famted, he went m She was not there A humed 
search was made wthout result, and the stage manager, 
finally, was compelled to announce to the audience that 
the sudden illness of the star would cause a slight delay , 
that he hoped withm ten or fifteen minutes she would be 
able to resume her part 

“ The curtain was lowered and the searth resumed 
Every nook and comer back of the foothghts was gone 
over The stage doorkeeper, Wilham Meegan, had 
seen no one go out He and a policeman had been stand- 
ing at the stage door talkmg for at least twenty minutes 
It IS, therefore, conclusive that Miss "VVallack did not 
leave the theatre by the stage door The only other 
way it -was possible to leave the stage was over the foot- 
hghts Of course she didn’t go that way Yet no trace 
of her has been found Where is she ? ” 

" The ivindows ? ” asked The Thmking Machine 
" The stage is below the street level,” Hatch e\- 
plamed “ The window of her dressing room Room A, 
IS small and barred with iron It opens into an air 
shaft that goes straight up for ten feet, and that is 
covered with an iron grating The other ivmdows on 
the stage are not only inaccessible but arc also barred 
with uon She could not have approached cither of 
these ivmdoivs without bemg seen by other memben. 
of the company or the stage hands ” 

“ Under the stage ? ” suggested the scientist 
" Nothing,” the reporter went on " It is a large 
cemented basement which was \acnnt It was searched 
because tberc was, of course, a cinnee that Miss Malhck 
might havc^bccomc tcmporanl\ unbalanced and wan- 
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Machine “ If you did you wouldn’t have come to ms. 
When did this thing happen ? ” 

“ Saturday night, as I said,” the reporter informed 
lum a httle more humbly. ” It closed the engagement 
in Springfield Miss Wallack was to have appealed here 
tonight.” 

‘‘ When did she disappear — what time by the clock, 

I mean ? ” 

“ The stage manager’s time slip shows that the cur- 
tam for the third act went up at g 41 — he spoke to 
her, say, one minute before, or at 9 40. The action of 
the play before she appears m the third act takes six 
minutes, therefore ” 

“ In precisely seven minutes a woman, weighing more 
than 130 pounds, certainly not dressed for the street, 
disappeared from her dressing room. It is now 5 18 
Monday afternoon I think we may solve this crime 
within a few hours.” 

“ Crime ? ” Hatch repeated eagerly. “ Do you im- 
agine there is a crime then ? ” 

Professor Van Dusen didn’t heed the question. In- 
stead, he arose and paced back and forth across the 
reception room half a dozen tunes, his hands behmd 
his back and his eyes cast down. At last he stopped and 
faced the reporter who had also arisen. 

“ Miss Wallack’s company, I presume, with the 
baggage, is now here,” he said. “ See every male 
member of the company, talk to them and particularly 
study idieir eyes Don’t overlook anyone, however 
humble. Also find out what became of the box of 
candy, and if possible how many pieces are out of it 
Then report here to me. Miss Wallack s safety may 
depend upon your speed and accuracy.” 
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Hatch was frankly startled 
“ How ^ ” he began 

“ Don’t stop to talk — hurry,” commanded The Think- 
ing Machme " I will have a cab ivaiting when you 
'come back We must get to Spnngfield ” 



CHAPTER V 


PITTING A HYPOTHESIS 

The newspaper man rushed away to obey orders. He 
didn’t understand them at all — studying men’s C3'es 
was not in his line, but he obeyed nevertheless. An 
hour and a half later he returned to be thrust uncere- 
moniously into a waiting cab by The Thinking Machme. 
The cab rattled away toward South Station where the 
two men caught a train, ]ust about to move out, for 
Springfield. Once settled in their seats the scientist 
turned to Hatch who was nearly suffocating with sup- 
pressed mformation 
“ Well ? ” he asked. 

“ I found out several thmgs,” the reporter burst out 
“ First, Miss Wallack’s leadmg man, Langdon Mason 
who has been in love with her for three years, bought the 
candy at Schuyler’s in Springfield early Saturday even- 
ing before he went to the theatre. He told me so him- 
self, rather reluctantly, but I— I made him say it'.” 

" Ah ' ” exclaimed The Thmking Machme. It was 
a most unequivocal ejaculation “ How many pieces of 
candy are out of the box ? ” 

“ Only three,” explamed Hatch. “ Miss Wallack’s 
thmgs were packed into the open trunk in her dressing 
room, the candy with them I induced the manager ” 
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“ Yes, yes, yes,” interrupted The Thinking Maclime 
impatiently “ What sort of eyes has Mason ? What 
colour ? ” 

“ Blue, frank in expression, nothing unusual about 
them,” said the reporter 
" And the others ? ” 

“ I didn’t quite know what you meant by studjong 
their eyes, so I got a set of photographs I thought 
perhaps they might help ” 

“ Excellent 1 Excellent I ” commented The Thmking 
Maclune He shuffled the pictures through lus fingers, 
stopping now and then to study one, and to read the 
names pnnted below “ Is that the leadmg man ? ” 
he asked at last, and handed one to Hatch 
“ Yes ” 

Professor Van Dusen did not speak again. The train 
pulled mto Springfield at 9 20 Hatch followed him out 
of the station and, without a word, climbed mto a cab 
“ Schuyler’s candy store,” commanded The Tlimk- 
mg Machine “ Hurry ” 

The cab rushed off through the mght Ten mmutes 
later it stopped before a brilliantly hghted confectionery 
shop The Thmkmg Machme led the way inside and 
approached the girl behmd the chocolate counter 

“ Win you please tell me if you remember this man’s 
face ? ” he asked as he produced Mason’s photograph 
“ Oh, yes, I remember him,” the girl rephed, “ He’s 
an actor ” 

“ Did he buy a small box of chocolates of you Saturday 
evemng early ? ” was the next question. 

“ Yes I recall it because he seemed to be m a hurry 
— ^m fact, said he was anxious to get to the theatre to 
pack ” 
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“ And do yon recall that this man ever bouglit candy 
here ’ asked the scientist. He produced another 
photograph and handed it to the girl. She studied it a 
moment while Hatch craned his neck, vainly, to see. 

“ I don’t recall that he ever did,” the girl answered 
finally. 

The Thinking Machine turned away abruptly and dis- 
appeared into a telephone booth. He remained there 
for five minutes, then rushed out to the cab again, with 
Hatch following closely. 

“ City Hospital,” he commanded. 

Again the cab dashed away. Hatch was dumb ; 
there seemed to be nothing to say. The Tiunking 
Machine was plamly pursmng some definite line of in- 
quiry yet the reporter didn’t know what. The case was 
getting kaleidoscopic This impression was strengthened 
when he found himself standing beside The Thinking 
Machine m City Hospital conversing with the House 
Surgeon, Hr. Carlton. 

“ Is there a Miss Gertrude Manning here ? ” was the 
scientist’s first question 

“ Yes,” replied the surgeon ” She was brought here 
Saturday night suffenng from ” 

” Strychnine poisoning, yes I know,” interrupted the 
other. “ Picked up m the street, probably. I am a 

physician If she is well enough I should like to ask her 
a couple of questions ” 

Dr. Carlton agreed and Professor Van Dusen, still 
followed faithfully by Hatch, was ushered mto the* ward 
where Miss Wallack s maid lay, palhd and weak The 
Thinking Machine picked up her hand and his slender 

finger rested for a minute on her pulse. He nodded as 
If satisfied 
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‘‘ Miss Manning, can you understand me ? ” he 
asked 

“ Yes,” she replied weakly 
“ How many pieces of the candy did you eat ? ” 

“ Two,” said the girl She stared into the face above 
her with dull eyes 

"Did Miss Wallack eat any of it up to the time you 
left the theatre ? ” 

“ No ” 

If The Thinkmg Machme had been in a hurry pre- 
viously he was racmg now Hatch trailed on dutifully 
behind, down the stairs and into a cab, whence Professor 
Van Dusen shouted a word of thanks to Dr Carlton 
This time their dcstmation was the stage door of the 
theatre from which Miss Wallack had disappeared 
The reporter was muddled- He didn’t know any- 
thmg very clearly except that three pieces of candy were 
missing from the box- Of these the maid had eaten 
only two She had been poisoned Therefore it seemed 
reasonable to suppose that if Miss Wallack had eaten the 
third piece she also would be poisoned- But poison 
would not make her mvisible The reporter shook his 
head hopelessly 

William Meegan, the stage door-keeper, was easily 
found- 

“ Can you mform me, please,” began The Thinkmg 
Machine, “ if Mr Mason left a box of candy with you 
last Saturday mght for Miss Wallack ? ” 

" Yes,” Meegan replied good-naturedly He was 
amused at the little man “ Miss Wallack hadn’t 
arrived Mason brought a box of candy for her nearly 
every mght and usually left it here I put the one 
Saturday mght on the shelf here ” 
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Did Mr Mason come to the theatre before or after the 
others on Saturday night ? , 

" Before,” replied Meegan. He was unusually early, 
presumably to pack ” 

“ And the other members of the company coming 
m stop here, I imagine, to get their mail ? ” and the 
scientist sqmnted up at the mail box above the shelf. 

“ Sure, always.” 


/ 


The Thmkmg Machine drew a long breath. Up 
to this time there had been httle perplexed VTinkles in 
his brow. Now they disappeared. 

" Now, please,” he went on, " was any package or 
box of any kind taken from the stage on Saturday nieht 
between nine and eleven o'clock ? ” -^5 

'■ No,” said Meegan positively. “ Nothing at all until 
the company s baggage was removed at midm^hf ” 

;; Wallack had two trunks in her dre^bg room . ” 

Yes. Two whacking big ones, too.” 

" How do you know ? ” 

” Because I helped put ’em in, and helned > 
out,” replied Meegan. 

Suddenly The Thinking Machine tnm.ri 

7”rrr;erf«t^o"n^ 

-H-alf an hour later Profpq^^nr Vtar. -n 
son Hatch were on a tram rusbmr. h Hutchin- 

Thmkmg Machine had™^e SA* 
fifteen minutes. When he ram a booth for 
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to talk Then he began without preliminaty much as 
if he were resuming a former conversation 

“ Of course if Miss Wallack didn’t leave the stage of 
the theatre, she was there,” he said “ We will adrmt 
that she did not become invisible The problem, there- 
fore, was to find her on the stage The fact that no 
violence was used against her was conclusively proven 
by half a dozen mstances No one heard her scream, 
there was no struggle, no trace of blood Ergo, we 
assume m the begmmng that she must have consented 
to the first steps which led to her disappearance 

“ Now let’s shape a h 3 ^thesis which wiU fit all the 
cucumstances Miss WMlack had a severe headache 
Hypnotic influence will cure headaches Was there a 
hjrpnobst to whom Miss Wallack 'would have sub- 
mitted herself ? Assume there was Then ivould that 
hypnotist take advantage of his control to place her in a 
cataldpbc condition ? Assume a motive and he would 
Then, how would he dispose of her ? 

“ From this pomt questions radiate in all duections 
We uill confine ourselves to the probable, granting for 
the moment that the h 5 q)othesis — the only one that fits 
aU the arcumstances — is correct Obnously, a hypnobst 
would not have attempted to get her out of the dressing 
room What remams ? One of the two trunks in her 
room ” 

Hatch gasped. 

“ You mean you think it possible that she was h\’pnot- 
ized and placed in that second trunk, the one that was 
strapped and locked ? ” he asked 

“ It’s the only thing tliat could ha\o happened,” said 
The Thinking 'Machine cmphaticall\ , “therefore that 
IS ]ust what did hapjicn ” 
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“ Why it’s horrible • ” exclaimed Hatch. “ A live 
woman in a trunk for forty-eight hours ? Even if she 
were alive then, she must be dead now ” 

The reporter shuddered a little and gazed cunously 
at the inscrutable face of his companion. He saw no 
pity, no horror there , there was merely the reflection 
of the working of a brain 

“ It does not necessarily follow that she is dead,” 
explained The Thinkmg Machine. ” If she ate that 
third piece of candy hejore she was hypnotized she may 
be dead. If it were placed in her mouth after she was in 
a cataleptic condition the chances are that she is not 
dead. The candy would not melt and her system could 
not absorb the poiSon ” 

“But she would be suffocated — her bones would 

be broken by the rough handling of the trunk 

there are a hundred possibihties,” the reporter sug- 
gested. 

“ A person in a cataleptic condition is smgularly im- 
pervious to mjury,” replied the scientist. “ There is of 
course, a chance of suffocation, but a great deal of air 
may enter a trunk ” 


“ And the candy ? ” Hatch asked. 

“ Yes, the candy. We know that two pieces of r 
nearly killed the maid Yet m Mason admitted havinf 
bought It This admission indicated that this poisonec 
^ndy IS not the candy he bought. Is Mr. Mason ; 
h^notirtJ He h^n-t the eyes His picture teUs m, 

Miss Wallack on several occasions We know tha 
sometimes he left xt with the stage door-keeper. W 

St We TT xP there fo 

tnaih We instantly see that it is possible for one t« 
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“ \Vas the piece of candj' taken from her mouth ’ ’’ 

“ Sure, a chocolate cream. It hadn’t melted.” 

” I’ll come back here m a few minutes and awake her,” 
said The Thinkmg Machine. ” Come along with us now, 
and get the man.” 

Wondenngly the detective entered the cab and the 
three were driven to a big hotel a dozen blocks a\\a3^ 
Before they entered the lobby The Thinking i\Iachme 
handed a photograph to Mallory, who studied it under 
an electric light. 

“ That man is upstairs with several others,” explained 
the scientist. “ Pick him out and get behmd him when 
we enter the room. He may attempt to shoot. Don’t 
touch him until I say so.” 

In a large room on the fifth floor Manager Stanfeld 
of the Irene Wallack Company had assembled the men 
who played in her support. This was done at the re- 
quest by ’phone of The Thinkmg Machme There were 
no prehmmanes when Professor Van Dusen entered 
He sqmnted comprehensively about him, then went 

straight to Langdon Mason, and stared into his eves for 
a moment. ^ 


“ Were you on the stage m the third act of vmir 
before Miss W^ack was to appear-I mean the play ^ 
Saturday night ? ” he asked, ^ ^ 

“ minutes 

Mr. Stanfeld, is that correct ^ 

Yes, rephed the manager 

There was a long tense silence broken only by th 
heavy foots eps of Mallory as he walked toward a &t^ 
omer of the room. A faint flush crept Sto 

face as he realized that the questions had been aW= 

an accusation. He starfpH i ^ 

lae started to speak, but the stead3 
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impassive voice of The Thmkmg Machme stopped 
him. 

“ Mr Mallory, take your prisoner ! ” 

Instantly there was a fierce, frantic struggle and those 
present turned to see the detective with his great arms 
locked about Stanley Wightman, the melancholy Jaques 
of “As You Like It ” The actor’s face was distorted, 
madness blazed in the eyes, and he snarled like a beast 
at bay By a sudden movement Mallory threw Wight- 
man and manacled the hands, then looked up to find 
The Thmkmg Machine peering over his shoulder into 
the eyes of the prostrate man 

“ Yes, lie’s a hypnotist,’’ the scientist remarked m 
self-satisfied conclusion. “ It always teUs in the pupils 
of the eyes ’’ 

An hour later Miss Wallack was aroused, told a story 
almost identical with that of The Thinking Machme, and 
three months later resumed her tour And meanwhile 
Stanley Wightman, whose broodmg over a hopeless love 
for her made a maniac of him, raves and shneks the hues 
of Jaques m the seclusion of a padded cell Ahemsts 
pronounce him mcurable 


CHAPTER VI 


THE CRYSTAL GAZER 


With hideous, goggling eyes the great god Budd sat 
cross-legged on a pedestal and stared stohdly into the 
semi-darkness He saw, by the wavermg hght of -a 
peacock lamp which swooped down from the ceihng 
with wings outstretched, what might have been a nook 
in a palace of East India Draperies hung here, there 
everywhere , richly embroidered divans sprawled about [ 
fierce tiger rugs glared up from the floor , grotesque 
idols grinned mirthlessly in unexpected corners j strange 
arms were grouped on the walls. Outside the trolley 
cars clanged blatantly. ^ 


The single human figure was a distinct contradiction 
of all else It was that of a man m evening dress 
smoking He wa^difty, perhaps sixty, years old with 
the ruddy ^lour of ©ne who has lived a great deal out 
of doors There was only a touch of gray m his abun- 
dant hair and moustache. His eyes were steady and 
clear, and indolent 


' draperies to his nght 

parted and a girl entered She was a part of the picture 
which the man was a contradiction Her lustrous 
ac ' hair flowed about her shoulders , lambent mys- 
tenes lay in her eyes. Her dress was the dress of the 
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East. For a moment she stood, lookmg at the man and 
then entered with hght tread. 

“Vanck Sahib,” she said, tmndly, as if it were a 
greetmg " Do I intrude ? ” Her voice was softly gut- 
tural with the accent of her native tongue 
“ Oh no, Jadeh Come' m,” said the man 
She smiled frankly and sat down on a hassock near him- 
“ My brother ? ” she asked. 

“ He is m the cabmet ” 

Vanck had merely glanced at her and then contmued 
his thoughtful gaze into vacancy From time to time 
she looked up at him shyly, with a touch of eagem^, 
hut there was no answering mterest m his manner His 

thoughts were far away . o » 

“ May I ask what brmgs you this tune. Sahib ? she 

inquired at last 

“ A httie deal m the market,” responded Vanck, care- 
lessly “ It seems to have puzzled Adhem as much as 
it did me He has been m the cabmet for half an hour 
He stared on musmgly as he smoked, then dropped 
his eyes to the slender, graceful figure of Jadeh With 
knees clasped m her hands she leaned back on the has- 
sock deeply thoughtful Her head was tilted upward 
and the flickenng hght fell full on ^hfer face It crossed 
Vanck’s mmd that she was pretty) and he was about to 
say so as he would have said it to any other woman, 
when the curtams behmd them were throivn apart and 
they both glanced around. 

Another man — an East Indian — entered This man 
was Adhem Smgh, tlie crystal gazer, m the ostentatious 
robes of a seer He, too, was a jiart of the picture 
There was an expression of apprehension, mingled wtli 
some other impalpable quality on his strong face. 
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" Weil, Adhem ? " znquned Varick. 

“ I have seen strange things. Sahib,” replied the seer, 
solemnly “ The crystal tells me of danger.” 

“ Danger ? ” repeated Vanck with a slight lifting of 
his brows “ Oh well, m that case I shall keep out of it ” 
“Not danger to your business. Sahib,” the ciy^stal 
gazer went on with troubled face, “ but danger in an- 
other way ” 

The girl, Jadeh, looked at him with quick, startled 
eyes and asked some question in her native tongue. He 
answered m the same language, and she rose suddenly 
with terror stncken face to fling herself at Vanck’s feet 

weepmg Vanck seemed to understand too, and loolced 
at the seer in apprehension 

“ Death ? ” he exclaimed. “ What do you mean ? ” 
Adhem was silent for a moment and bowed his head 
respectfully before the steady, inqumng gaze of the white 

•»-r% ’t-i V > f axa kw 


“ Pardon, Sahib,” he said at last. ” I 
member that you understood my language ” 
“ What IS It ? ” msisted Vanck, abruptly 
“ I cannot, Sahib ” 


did not re- 
“ Tell me.” 


other. He had ansen 


You must,” declared the 
commandmgly. “ You must ” 

ta-yes studying the feat he found n. 




“ It tells me that 


€< 




No, no, brother,” pleaded the girl. 
Go on, Vanck commanded 
It gneves me to say that which will 


pam one whom 
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I love as I do 3'ou Sahib,” said the seer, slowly " Per- 
haps you had rather see for yourself ? ” 

"Well, let me see then," said Vanck “ Is it in the 
crystal ? ” 

“ Yes, by tlie grace of the gods ” 

" But I can’t see anj'tlung there.” Vanck remem- 
bered " I’ve tned scores of times ” 

" I beheve this will be different. Sahib,” said Adhem, 
quietly " Can you stand a shock ? ” 

Vanck shook himself a httle impatiently 
" Of course,” he replied. " Yes, yes ” 

" A very senous shock ? ” 

Agam there was an impatient twistof Vanck’s shoulders 
"Yes, I can stand anything,” he exclaimed shortly 
" What is it ? Let me see ” 

He strode toward that pomt in the drapenes where 
Adhem had entered while the girl on her knees, sought 
iMth entreating hands to stop him 
" No, no, no,” she pleaded, " No ” 

" Don’t do that,” Vanck expostulated in annoyance, 
but gently he stooped and lifted her to her feet. “ I 
am not a child — or a fool ” 

He threw aside the curtams As they fell softly be- 
hind him he heard a pitiful httle cry of gnef from Jadeh 
and set his teeth together hard. ' 

He stood m the crystal cabmet It was somewhat 
larger than an ordinary closet and had been made im- 
penetrable to the hght by hangmgs of black velvet 
For awhile he stood still so that his eyes might become 
accustomed to the utter blackness, and gradually the 
simster fascinating crystal ball appeared, faintly visible 
by its own mystic lurmnosity It rested on a pedestal 
of black velvet 
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Vanck was accustomed to his surroundmgs-he had 
been m the cabinet many times Now he dropped down 
on a stool m front of the table whereon the crystal lay 
and leamng forward on his arms stared into its hmpi 
depths. Unblmkmgly for one, two, three minutes he 

sat there with his thoughts in a chaos ^ 

After awhile there came a change in the baU. It 
seemed to glow with a growing hght other than its own 
Suddenly it darkened completely, and out of this utter 
darkness grew shadowy, vague forms to which he could 
give no name Finally a veil seemed lifted for the globe 
grew bnghter and he leaned forward, eagerly, fearfully. 
Another veil melted away and a still bnghter hght 


lUumined the ball 

Now Varick was able to make out objects. Here was 
a table httered with books and papers, there a chair, 
yonder a shadowy mantel Gradually the light grew 
until his tensely fixed eyes pamed him, but he stared 
steadily on Another quick brightness came and the 
objects aU became clear He studied them incredulously 
for a few seconds, and then he recognized what he saw. It 
was a room — his study — miles away m his apartments 
A sudden numb chilliness seized him but he closed his 
\ teeth hard and gazed on The outhnes of the crystal 
were disappeanng, now they were gone and he saw more 
A door opened and a man entered the room mto which 
he was looking Vanck gave a httle gasp as he recog- 
‘ mzed the man It was — ^hunself He watched the man 

! — himself — as he moved about the study aimlessly for a 

tune as if deeply troubled, then as he dropped mto a chan 
at the desk Vanck read clearly on the vision-fact 
those emotions which he was suffermg m person As ht 
. looked the man made some hopeless gesture with hi: 
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hands — hts hands — and leaned forward on the desk mth 
his head on his arms Vanck shuddered 
For a long tune, it seemed, the man sat motionless, 
then Vanck became conscious of another figure — a man 
the room This figure had come mto the vision 
from his own view pomt His face was averted — Vanck 
did not recognize the figure, but he saw somethmg else 
and started m terror A kmfe was m the hand of the 
™known, and he was creeping stealthily toward the 
unconscious figure m the chair — hunself — with the 
weapon raised 

An marbculate cry burst from Vanck’s colourless lips 
a cry of warning — as he saw the unknown creep on, 
on, on toward — hunself He saw the figure that was 
hunself move a httle and the unknown leaped. The up- 
raised knife swept down and was buned to the handle 
Again a cry, an urunteUigible shnek, burst from Vanck’s 
hps , his heart fluttered and perspiration poured from 
his face With mcoherent muttenngs he sank fonvard 
helplessly 

How long he remamed there he didn't know, but at 
last he compelled himself to look agam The crystal 
ghttered coldly on its pedestal of velvet but that hideous 
tiung which had been there was gone The thought came 
to him to bnng it back, to see more, but repulsive fear, 
terror seized upon him He rose and staggered out of 
the cabmet His face was palhd and his hands clasped 
and unclasped nervously 

Jadeh was lying on a divan sobbing She leaped to 
her feet when he entered and looking mto Ins face she 
knew Agam she buned her face in her hands and w ept 
afresh Adhcm stood with moody eyes fixed on the 
great god Budd. 
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“I saw— I understand.” said Vanck between hii 

teeth, “ but— I don’t believe it.” 

“ The crystal never lies. Sahib,” said the seer, sorrow- 
fully. 

“ But it can’t be — ^that,” Vanck declared protest- 
ingly 

“ Be careful. Sahib, oh, be careful,” urged the girl. 

” Of course I shall be careful,” said Vanck, shortly. 
Suddenly he turned to the crystal gazer and there was a 
menace m his tone. “ Did such a thmg ever appear 
to you before ? ” 

“ Only once, Sahib.” 

“ And did it come true ? ” 

Adhem mclmed his head, slowly, 

” I may see you tomorrow,” exclaimed Vanck sud- 
denly, ” This room is stifling I must go out ” 

With twitchmg hands he drew on a light coat over his 
evenmg dress, picked up his hat and rushed out into the 
world of realities The crystal gazer stood for a moment 
while Jadeh clung to his arm, tremblingly. 

” It is as the gods will,” he said sa^y. at last. , 

^ ^ 

Professor Augustus S. F, X. Van Dusen— The Thmk- 
ing Machine ^received Howard Vanck in the small re- 
ception room and invited him to a seat. Vanck’s face 
was ashen ; there were dark lines under his eyes and m 
them there was' the glitter of an ungovernable terror 
Every move showed the nervousness which gnpped him 
The Thinking Machine squinted at him cunously, then 
dropped back into his big chair. 

For several minutes Vanck said nothmg ; he seemed 

to be struggling to control himself. Suddenly he burst 
out . 
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“ I’m going to die some day next week Is there any 
way to prevent it ? ” 

The Thinking Machine turned his great yellow head 
and looked at him m a manner which nearly indicated 
surprise 

“ Of course if you’ve made up your imnd to do it,” 
he said irritably, " I don’t see what can be done ” There 
was a trace of irony m his voice, a coldness which brought 
Vanck around a httle. “ Just how is it going to hap- 
pen ? ” 1 

“ I shall he murdered — stabbed m the back — by a 
man whom I don’t know,” Vanck rushed on desperately 
" Dear me, dear me, how unfortunate,” commented 
the scientist. " Tell me something about it But here ” 
He arose and went into his laboratory After a moment 
he returned and handed a glass of i some effervescent 
liquid to Vanck, who gulped it down " Take a mmute 
to pull yourself together,” instructed the scientist. 

He resumed his seat and sat silent with his long, 
slender fingers pressed tip to tip Gradually Vanck re- 
covered. It was a fierce fight for the mastery of emotion 
“ Now,” (Erected The Thmkmg Machme at last, “ teU 
me about it ” > , 

Vanck told ]ust what happened lucidly enough, and 
The Thmking Machine listened with polite mterest. 
Once or twice he turned and looked at his visitor 

" Do you beheve in any ps}rchic force ? ” Vanck asked 
once. 

" I don’t disbelieve in an 5 dhing until I have proven 
that it cannot be,” was the answer " The God who 
hung a sun up there has done other things which we mU 
never understand.” There was a little pause, then 
“ How did you meet this man Adhem Smgh ? ” 
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“ I have been interested foj ycai's m tJic psv hic, t!ir 
occult, the things we don’t understand,” \*anck replied 
" I have a comfortable fortune, no occup.ition, no de- 
pendents and made this a sort of hobby I ha\ c studied 
it superficially all over the world I met Adhcm Singh 
in India ten years ago, afterwards in England where lie 
went through Oxford with some financial assistance from 
me, and later here. Two years ago he convinced me 
that there was something m crystal gazing—call it tele- 
pathy, self hypnotism, sub-conscious mental action— 
what you will. Since then the science, I can call it 
nothing else, has guided me in every important act of 
my hfe ” 

“ Through Adhem Singh ? ” 

“ Yes ” 

'■ And under a pledge of secrecy, I imagine-that is 
secrecy as to the nature of his revelations ? 

“ Yes ” 


" Any taint of insanity m your family ? ” 

Vanck wondered whether the question was m tli 
nature of insolent reproof, or was a request for inform- 
bon He construed it as the latter. iiformc 

‘‘ How “ Never a touch of it ” 

HOW often have you consulted Mr. Sineh ? » 

he advised me correr+Tf/ Wo i, times whei 

advice even in S'™" me bac 

Ha™ b^n^compelled ^ 

crystal ™bUlus™Lon ycurself m th< 

say ? ■’ last Tuesday night yov 
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“ Tli-it wat; the first " 

"How do \ou f now the murder js to take place at 
nn\ given time — tint is next week as tou sa\' ? " 

" llial IS the mfornntion \dhcm Singh gave me,” 
vas the reply He can read the v isions — thej' mean 
more to him than ” 

"In other words he makes it a profession ? ” inter- 
niplcd the scientist 
" Yes ” 

Go on ” 

" Tlic horror of the thing impressed me so — both of 
us — that he has at my request twace inv'oked the v'lsion 
since that night. He, like jmu, wamted to know when 
It would liappen Tlicre is a calendar by weeks in my 
study , that is, only one week is shown on it at a time 
The last time the vnsion appeared he noted this calendar 
Tlie week was that beginning next Sunday, the 21st of 
this month Tlie only conclusion we could reach was 
that it would hapjxm dunng that vveeh,” 

The Tlimking Machme arose and paced back and fortli 
across the room deeply thoughtful At last he stopped 
before his visitor 

“ It’s perfectly amazing,” he commented emphatically 
" It approaches nearer to the unbehevable than any- 
thing I have ever heard of ” 

Vanck’s response was a look that was almost gratefuL 
" You beheve it impossible then ? ” he asked, eagerly 
“ Nothing IS impossible,” declared the other aggres- 
sively “ Now, Mr Vanck, you are firmly convinced 
that what you saw was prophetic ? That you vviU die 
in that manner, m that place ? ” 

“ I can t beheve an3rthing else — I can’t,” was the 
response. 
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“ And you have no idea of the identity of the mur- 
derer-to-be, if I may use that phrase ? ” 

to The figure was whoUy unfamiliar 

>n tttfry^S you saw 

” Tn M^flune was again shent for a time 

In that event, he said at last “ thp aft* * 

fectly simple. Will you place vourself in 

obey my directions implicitly ? ” hands and 

VOI J^ow. uote in Varick's 

kttle^ b” the^’^SImist ^ 

know what will happen but Tt w U hf "I don’t 

thin hps 

:s=i™ sr.". - V-- "« 

of the imtable voice He slanrea tt"® mumble 

returned “P as the scientist 

asked Se sci™ t servante-a valet for instance ? ” 

^Tavrhri Svkca::?*’ 

-d one now as I hve in an apSmL"t hoL^^f ‘ 

** Tr >1 


We three or four 
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" No, not so much as that,” was the puzzled reply 
“ If it’s your fee " 

” I never accept fees,” interrupted the scientist. “ I 
interest myself in affairs like these because I like them 
They are good mental exercise Please draw a cheque 
for, say four thousand dollars, to Hutchinson Hatch ” 

“ ^^'ho 15 he { " asken Vanck There ivas no reply 
The cheque was drawai and handed over wathout further 
comment 

It was fifteen or twenty minutes later that a cab 
pcilled up in front of the house. Hutchinson Hatch, 
repiorter, and another man whom he introduced as Philip 
Byrne were ushered in As Hatch shook hands with 
Vanck The Thinking Machme compared them mentally 
They were relatively of the same size and he bobbed his 
head as if satisfied 

" Now, Hr Hatch,” he instructed, "take this cheque 
and get it cashed immediately, then return here. Not 
a Word to anybody ” 

Hatch went out and B3mne discussed politics with 
Yanck until he returned with the money The Think- 
ing Machine thrust the biUs into Byrne’s hand and he 
counted it, afterward stowing it aivay m a pocket. 

" Now, Mr Vanck, the keys to your apartment, 
please,” asked the scientist. 

They were handed nver and he placed them in his 
pocket Then he turned to Vanck. 

" From tills tune on,” he said, “ your name is John 
Smith You are going on a tnp, beginnmg immediately, 
wth Mr Byrne here You are not to send a letter, a 
postal, a telegram or a package to anyone , you are to 
buy nothmg, you are to wnte no checks, you are not to 
speak to or recognize anyone, you are not to telephone or 
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attempt m any manner to communicate with anyone, 
not even me. You are to obey Mr. Byrne m everjThing 
he says ” 

Vanck’s eyes had grown \vider and wider as he hstened. 
“ But my affairs — my business ^ ” he protested 
“ It is a matter of your hfe or death,” said The Think- 
ing Machme shortly. 

For a moment Varick wavered a little He felt that 
he was being treated like a child. 

As you say,” he said finally. 

“ Now, Mr. Byrne,” continued the scientist, you 
heard those instructions It is your duty to enforce 
them You must lose this man and yourself Take him 
away somewhere to another place There is enough 
money there 'for ordinary purposes When you learn 
that there has been an arrest in connection with a cer- 
tain threat against Mr Vanck, come back to Boston— 
to me — and bring him That's aU ” 

Mr B3nne arose with a business like au. 

“ Come on, Mr Smith,” he commanded* 

Vanck followed him out of the room 



CHAPTER VII 

A MATTER OF LOGIC 

Here was a table littered with books and papers, there 
a chair, yonder a shadowy mantel * * * * A 
opened and a man entered the room * ♦ * * moved 
about the study aimlessly for a time as if deeply troubled, 
then dropped mto a chair at the desk * * * * made 
some hopeless gesture with his hands and leaned forward 
on the desk with his head on his arms * ♦ * * another 
figure m the room * ♦ * * kmfe in his hand * ♦ * ♦ 
creepmg stealthily toward the unconscious figure m the 
chair ivith the knife raised * ♦ * * the unknoivn crept 
on, on, on * * • * 

There was a bhndmg flash, a gush of flame and smoke, 
a sharp chck and through the fog came the unexcited 
voice of Hutchmson Hatch, reporter 
" Stay nght where you are, please ” 

“ That ought to be a good picture,” said The Thuik- 
mg Machine. 

The smoke cleared and he saw Adhem Singh standing 
Matching with deep concern a revolver in the hand of 
Hatch, Mho had suddenly arisen from the desk m Vanck’s 
room. The Thmking Maclune rubbed his hands briskly 
“ Ah, I thought it was you,” he said to the crystal 
" Put down the knife, please. Tliat’s nght It 
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seems a little bold to have interfered \\'ith what was to 
be like this, but you wanted too much detail, I^Ir Singh 
You might have murdered your fnend if you hachi’t 
gone into so much trivial theatrics ” 

" I suppose I am -a prisoner ? ” asked the crystal gazer 
“ You are,” The Thinking Machine assured him cheer- 
fully. “You are charged with the attempted murder 
of Mr. Vanck Your wife will be a pnsoner in another 
half hour with all those who were with you m the con- 
spiracy ” 

He turned to Hatch, who was smihng broadly. The 
reporter was thinking of that wonderful flash-hght 
photograph in the camera that The Thinlang Machme 
held, — the only photograph in the world, so far as he 
knew, of a man m the act of attempting an assassination 
“ Now, Mr. Hatch,” the scientist went on, “ I yvill 
’phone to Detective Mallory to come here and get this 
gentleman, and also to send men and arrest every person 

to be found m Mr Singh’s home If this man tries to 
run — shoot ” 


^ The scientist went out and Hatch devoted his atten- 
tion to his sullen pnsoner He asked half a dozen ques- 
tions and receiving no answers he gave it up as hopeless 
After awhile Detective Mallory appeared m his usual 
state of restrained astonishment and the crystal aarpr 
was led away ° 

Then Hatch and The Thinking Machine went to the 
Adhem Singh house The pohce had preceded them and 
gone away mth four prisoners, among them the mrl 
J adeh They obtained an entrance through the courtesy 
of a policeman left m charge and sought out the crvst^ 
cabinet Together they bowed over the glittennc srlohp 
as Hatch held a match ^ ^ ® 
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+ foil whether a certain stock will go up 
'rr A s"of tuinLr ought to convince inm 
or down cmrits do not come back and rap on 

^ ^THese t^gs acc 

mSdv prostitutions oi the Divine Revelahons. 

0ch smiled a little at the lecture platform tone, and 
netotive Mallory chewed his cigar uncomfortably. He 
was there to find out somethmg about cnme , this thing 

fe^r^eret prehminary,” The Thinking Machme 
on after a moment. “ Now as to this crystal 
gSng affair-a httle reason, a little lo^c. When » 

T +n -me I saw he was an mtelligent man who 

iTieloted years to a study of the so-c^ed occult 
Smg mteUigent he was not easily hoodwinked, yet he 
h^been hoodwinked for years therefore 1 codd see 
that the man who did it must be far beyond the blunder- 
ing fool usually found m these nffaire. 

‘‘ Now Mr Varick, personally, had never seen any- 

. ^remember that — until this ‘ vision 

"f ^ I knew this I knew that ‘ vision ’ was 
Stamped as quackery , the mere fact of him seemg it 
tZed that, but the quackery was so circumstotial 
Sat he was convinced. Thus we have quackery. Why ’ 
tT o (pp 5 I can imagme successful guesses on the stock 
^“"rVet bnnging fees to Adbero Singh, but the ‘ vision > 
Tl'man’s Sath is not the way to his pocket-book. If 
for a tee— then what ? 

» A deeper motive was instantly apparent Mr. Vanck 
^raHlthv he had known Smgh and had been friendly 
W for years, had supphed him with funds to go 
'^^^tSToxford and he had no family or dependents. 
Jorf It seemed probabfe that a iviU, or perhaps m 
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another ^vay, Singh would benefit by llr Varick’s death 
There was a motive for the ‘ vision,’ winch might have 
been at first an effort to scare him to death, because he 
had a bad heart I saw all these thmgs when Mr Vanck 
talked to me first, several days after he saw the ‘ vision ’ 
but did not suggest them to him Had I done so he 
would not have beheved so sordid a thing, for he beheved 
in Smgh, and would probably have gone his way to be 
murdered or to die of fnght as Singh intended. 

" Knowing these things there was only the labour of 
trappmg a clever man Now the Hindu mmd works m 
strange channels It loves the mystic, the theatnc, and 
I imagined that having gone so far Smgh would attempt 
to bnng the ‘ vision ’ to a reality He presumed, of 
course, that Mr Varick would keep the matter to him- 
self 

" The question of saving Vanck’s life was trifling If 
he was to die at a given tune m a given room the thing 
to do was to place him beyond possible reach of that 
room at that time I 'phonei^to you, Mr Hatch, and 
asked you to bring me a private detective who would 
obey orders, and you brought Mr Byme You heard 
my instructions' to him. It was necessary to hide Mr 
Vanck’s identity and my elaborate directions were to 
prevent anyone getting the slightest clue as to him 
having gone, or as to where he was I don’t know where 
he IS now 

“ Immediately Mr Vanck was off my hands, I had 
Martha, my housekeeper, write a note to Smgh explam- 
mg that Mr Vanck was ill, and confined to his room, 
and for the present was unable to see anyone In this 
note a date was specified when he would call on Smgh 
Martha wrote, of course, as a tramed nurse who was m 

3 
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attendance merely in clay time. All these points were 
made perfectly clear to Singh 

“ That done, it was only a matter of patience Hr. 
Hatch and I went to Mr Varick’s apartments each ni<^ht 
—I had Martha there in day time to answer questions 
—and waited, m hiding Mr. Hatch is about Varick’s 
size and a wig helped us along , What happened then 
you know. I may add that when Mr. Varick told me 
the story I commented on it as being almost unbeliev- 
able He understood, as I meant he should, that I 
referred to the ‘ vision ’ I really meant that the elabo- 
rate scheme which Singh had evolved was unbelievable 
He might have killed him just as weU with a drop of 
poison or sometlimg equally pleasant ” ^ 

The Thmking Machine stopped as if that were all 

“ But the crystal ? ” asked Hatch “ How d,d that 
work ? How was it I saw you ? " 

“That' was a little ingenious and rather expensive” 
said The Thmkmg Machme, “ so expensive t^t Smsh 
must have expected to get a large sum from success I 
can best describe the manufacture of the ‘ vision ’ 
variation of the principle of the camera obscura “it 
was done with lenses of various sorts and a multitude of 

mirrors, and required the assistance of two other men 

those who were taken from Smgh’s house mth 

“ First the room m Mr Vick’s apartments was 
duplicated m the basement of Smgh's house even to 
rugs, books and, wall decorations There two men 
hearsed the murder scene that Mr. Vanck saw Thet 
were disgmsed of course You have looked through fhl 
wrong end of a telescope of course ? WeU, the onmnal 
reduction of the murder scene to a size where aU of t 
would appear in a smaU mirror was accomphshed that 
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way From this small mirror there ran pipes with a 
senes of mirrors and lenses, through the house, carrymg 
the reflection of what was happening below, so vaguely 
though that features were barely distmguishable This 
pipe ran up inside one of the legs of the table on which 
the crystal rested, and then, by reflection to the ped- 
estal 

“ You, Mr Hatch, saw me hft that crystal se\eral 
tunes and each time you imght have noticed the chck 
I was trymg to find then, how the reflection reached it- 
When you lifted it slowly and I put my fingers under it 
I knew There was a small trap m the pedestal, covered 
with velvet This closed automatically and presented 
a solid surface when the crystal was hfted, and opened 
when the crystal was replaced. Thus the reflection 
reached the crystal which reversed it the last time and 
made it appear right side up to the watcher The ap- 
parent growth of the light m the crystal was caused below 
Some one simply removed several sheets of gauze, one at 
a tune, from in front of the first lens ” 


Wen 1 ” exclaimed Detective Mallory “ That’s the 
most elaborate affair I ever heard of " 

Quite nght,” commented the scientist, “ but we 
don t know how many victims Smgh had Of course 
miy ‘ vision ’ was possible with a change of scene m the 
basement I imagine it was a profitable investment 
because there are many fools m this world " 

What did the girl have to do with it ? ” asked Hatch 
That I don’t know ” rephed the scientist “ She 
was pretty Perhaps she was used as a sort of bait to 
attract a certain class of men She was really Smgh’s 
1 unagme, not his sister She was a proimnent 
figure m the mummery with Vanck of course With 
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CHAPTER VIII 

THE INTERRUPTED WIRELESS 

Seven bells sounded The door of the wireless telegraph 
office on the mam deck of the transatlantic liner Uranus 
was opened qmetly, and a man thrust his head out 
One quick glance to his nght, along the narrow, carpeted 
passage, showed it to be deserted , another glance to 
his left showed a young woman approachmg, with steps 
made uncertam by the rolling and pitching of the ship 
In one hand she earned a slip of pajier, folded once The 
man paused only to see this much, then withdrew his 
head and closed the door abruptly , 

The yoimg woman paused opposite the wireless office, 
and thoughtfully conned over soraethmg on the shp of 
paper Fmally she leaned against the wall, erased a 
word with a pencil, wrote m another, then laid a hand 
on the knob of the door as if to enter The door was 
locked She hesitated for an mstant, then rapped. There 
was a pause, and she rapped the second tune 
“ What IS it ? " came a man’s voice from inside 
“ I wish to send a message,” responded the yoimg 
woman 

" Who 13 that ? ” came another query 
“ It’s Miss Bellingdame,” was the impatient response 
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" What’s the matter, ? ” demanded the Captain gruffly 
“ I can’t very well tell you over the ’phone, sir,” came 
the response , “ but you and Dr Maher are needed 
immediately ” 

With a slightly puzzled expression on his bronzed face, 
Captain 'Delhi turned to Dr Maher, the ship’s surgeon, 
who had been his opponent m the pmochle game and 
now sat stanng idly out of the wmdow 

“ TenneU wants both of us down in the wireless 'office 
at once,” the Captain explained “ He won’t say what’s 
the matter ” 

“ Wants me ? ” inquired Dr Maher “ Somebody 
hurt ? ” , 

“ I don’t know Come along ” 

Captam Deihl led the way along the humcane deck, 
down to the mam deck, and along the narrow passage 
to the wireless office The door was still lock^ He 
rapped sharply, I impatiently i 1 

“ Who’s there ? ” came from mside 
“ Captam Delhi Open the door 1 ” 

The key turned m the lock, and First Officer Tennell’s 
white face — white even beneath the deep tan — appeared 
“ What’s the matter. Mi TenneU ? ” demanded the 
Captam brusquely , 

Please step inside, sir,” and the first officer opened 
the door “ There’s what’s the matter 1 ” 

With a gesture the first officer mdicated the comer of 
the cabm where the wireless operator’s desk stood 
Sitting before it, as if he had dropped back utterly ex- 
hausted, was the operator Charles Ingraham His head 
had fallen forward on his breast, and the arms hung 
straight down, flabbily His back was toward them, 
and against the white of his shirt, just beneath the left 
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and slowly, under the sharp scrutiny, the blood mounted 
again to the tanned cheeks 

" What are your orders, sir ? ’’ mquired the first officer 
steadily 

“ How long were you in this room, Tennell, before you 
called me ? ” asked Captam Deihl 

“ Two or three mmutes,” was the reply “ I was m 
my cabin forward, preparmg the dispatches which were 
to go ashore, accordmg to your order, sir The wireless 
was going then , for I could hear it I noticed after a 
time that it stopped , so, having completed my dis- 
patches, I brought them here directly I found Mr 
Ingraham ]ust as you see him ” ' 

“ H’m 1 ” mused the Captam He was stdl staring 
thoughtfully mto the other’s face “ Was the door 
locked ? ” 1 

“ No, sir It was closed ” 

“ And this knife, Mr Tennell ? ” The Captam ex- 
amined it again and then passed it to his first officer 
Do you know it ? Have you ever seen it before ? ” ' 
Without any apparent reason the first officer’s face 
whitened again and he dropped down on the bench, 
with hands gripping each other fiercely Dn Maher was 
staring at him , Captam Delhi seemed surprised. 

" You know whose kmfe it is then ? ” asked the Cap- 
tam finally 

Yes,” and the first officer's head dropped forward 
It’s mme ! ” 

There was a long dead silence The hands of the 
first officer were workmg nervously, with heavy fingers 
threadmg m and out. Dr Maher turned away sud- 
denly and idly fingered some papers on the operator’s 
desk. 



‘uja:js puiqgq sssuqpuatij gq:^ pB9j jggqjo :^sjg oqx 

» i UBxn o:j 

trera — ^avoh ;t qg:^ ‘q:^Tu:|. gq:). gxn p^o:}. gjq jno/C m jgAg tio/C 
ji ‘qgungx Ajltbjj ‘Avo^q *noiC joj qoB^q qoo| q gqBoi 
ssgjnoD :^snra noit qoiqiW — ^qoiqAv sSutq:)^ t^rarp-e ugq:). pUB 
'siq:). GUI Avoqs 'gjgq gui qBO noiC itqA\ gra qgt). Aio^q *sJBg^ 
u99:}jnoj JOJ uoA m poAgqaq puB uo/i ■aA\oinj aABq j ,, 
•JSB]; jB pgjjnnpB gq ,/n^nxigx gAgqgq oj jubav j „ 
•jBOjqj srq pgjBgp ugqj pxiB 'gnrq. b joj jgo^o jsjg siq 
JO saAa gqj ojnr jqSrejjs Suijbjs poojs iqT9C[ utBjdBQ 

•qsgp gqj oj 

iixbSb pgujnj puB 'pggsrjBS ji sb pappon jgqBpj; ’jq 

„-saiC ‘jnamaajSBsip b sba\ ajaqx 'irejjtio oj 
am paqadmoD dtqs siqj jo auqdTOsrp aqj qoiqM. saijjaqq 
urejjao pa/AoqB uaaq pBq aq sdiqs jaqjo uo ptrs 'sti 
qjTA\ drjj puooas s^mBqBjSuj ‘jpi sbav siqx ’Qnqdpsip 
s^diqs JO jajjBra b sbav jj „ ‘AppBajs paqdaj aq ,/saA 
‘anjj SI jBqx „ 'paqouBp aoBj s^jao^o jsjg aqj ureSy 

I oSb sAbp 

Avaj B juaraaajSBsip snouas amos — amos pBq iireqBjSux 

puB TiOi^ jBqj „ ‘papuBraap aq ..‘lisu^ax *JI\[ 

j,usT puy ,, 'maqj nodti Apiapptis paimij jaqejq 'jq 

,/am oj jt ujnjai pxiB ji pug ppioqs oqAV auo 
-Aus oj pjBAvaj B Suijago apppj aqj tn aoijoii b pajsod j 
— jis 'siqj ajBjoqojJoo oj noX qsB q'eqs p — 

'ABpjgjsaA ajiuq aqj jsoj j -Xjjubjsui jt AjTjnapi pjnoo aq 
puB 'oSb sqaoAv Avaj b Ajuo ^jaocgo puooas aqj ‘saqjox 
Aq am oj uaAiS sbav jj „ *asoj aq puB 'jao^o jsig aqx 
paqdaj ,/jp ‘ji Auop oj am JOj ssapsn aq pjtiOAV JI „ 

I ajTuq juoA si ji j> 

« i OH » qwuax « i oR »> 

•paqsB aq „ £ ipuuax 11^ 
piQ *iijajs puB jas AvajS ao'Gj AABaq sqqiaQ 

'aSVO 3HX KO ^OSSSXOHX aHX 



THE 'INTERRUPTED WIRELESS 75 

commanding voice, and there was a grateful softenmg 
of the glanng eyes “ Man to man, John Deihl, I’ll 
teU you the truth , but it’s hard to beheve, and I doubt 
if you will understand it," he said slowly, dehberately 
“ I did have a row with this man,” and he mdicated 
the crumpled figure in the chair, — “ a nasty row m the 
hearmg of half a dozen of the crew That was several 
days ago To-day I came here m the course ■ of my 
duties, and found him hke this I recognized the knife 
instantly as mme — the one I had lost I am not a 
coward, John Delhi, — no man knows that better than 
you do, — yet for a moment I was overcome by a feeling 
of terror Here was the fact of the quarrel, my knife as 
the weapon of death, myself alone in the cabm ivith this 
man while the body was still warm It all flashed across 
my mind m an instant — I was frightened at the utter 
helplessness of my position No one had seen me enter 
this cabm, I knew, and the thought came that perhkps 
I might leave it withoht being seen, keep my mouth shut, 
and allow j some one else to discover this" The first 
officer paused and sought vainly to read the expressions 
on the faces of the two men before him 

“ I even went so far as to draw the knife out of the 
wound, with the purpose of flmgmg it overboard,” the 
first officer continued slowly , " then my senses came 
back I knew my duty again I replaced the knife m 
the Wound, precisely as I found it, imd called you You 
are a severe man, but you’re a just man, John Delhi, 
and you know I am not the man to stab another m the 
back , you know, John Delhi, that fourteen years with 
me as shipmate and fellow officer has never shown you a 
weak spot m my courage , you know me, John Deihl and I 
know you." The voice dropped suddenly "That’s all’ 
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and second cabin, steerage and crew, to see if by any 
chance there is a man, woman, or child aboard who can 
operate the wireless Attend to it at once I ” 

Forbes touched his cap and went out The Captam 
turned to the stewardess inquiringly 

‘ Please, sir. Miss Bellingdame is almost insane from 
the shock of the murder,” the stewardess informed him 
It’s hard to make her keep m her state room, let alone 
the berth Dr Maher doesn’t seem to be able to do 
her any good She msists on seeing the body ” 

" Why ? " asked Captam Delhi m surpnse “ Was 
she acquamted with Ingraham ? ” 

” She was engaged to be mamed to him, sir,” rephed 
the stewardess “ Poor child ! I don’t know what to 
do for her ” 

Captain Delhi stared at her blankly for an instant, 
then rose suddenly and accompamed her to Miss Bell- 
mgdame’s state room She was sittmg up m her berth, 
palhd as the sheets about her One of the stewardess’s 
assistants sat near trying to soothe her 
“ Is it true, Captam ? ” she demanded. 

Captam Deihl nodded grimly 

She extended her hands convulsively and clutched 
tus arm, then her head sank forward against it and she 
sobbed bitterly " Do you know who — who did it ? ” 
ahe asked at last 

‘ We don’t know, madam,” he replied gently “ We 

are doing all we can , but " 

" Somebody told me your first ofBcer had been ar- 
rested,” she mterrupted suddenly “ He is tall and 
oark, with a heavy moustache, isn’t he ? ” 

Yes,” rephed the Captain. “ Why ? ” 

For a httle while she was silent as she struggled to 
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ol the wireless The wireless ! He paused incredu- 
lously, and glanced aloft A spark sputtered at the top 
of the foremast, winked and flashed and spat viciously 
in the rhythmic dots and dashes of the Continental code 
The wireless was working I Some one was sendmg ! 
The Captam knew that no sound accompanied the re- 
ceipt of a message, even with the automatic attachment , 
therefore that sputtering and hissing was some one send- 
mg, and if tliat was true it meant 

He ran down the ladder to the hurricane deck, and 
disappeared down a compamon-way to the deck below 
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She thought it rather cunous that he should slam the 
door when he saw her , but it meant nothmg particularly 
Then, at a time when we now know Ingraham was dead, 
she earned on a conversation with some one in the ivire- 
less office, tlirough the locked door Tennell had not 
menfaoned this to me, and coimng as it did it seemed so 
conclusive that I ordered his arrest " 

“ It was conclusive from the first,” remarked Dr 
Maher 

” And then hearing the wireless that night after I had 
taken pains to assure myself that there was no operator 
aboard 1 ” Captam Delhi resumed, and his face reflected 
^ bewilderment “ I went straight from the bndge to 
the ivireless office, to find it silent, dark, and the door 
locked I called There was no answer, and I smashed 
m the door There was no sign of anyone having been 
ui there — everythmg was precisely as we left it when 
the body was removed” 

For a long tune there was silence Dr Maher drummed 
impatiently on the arm of his chair , The Thinkmg 
Machine sat motionless, his slender figure aU but en- 
flulfed in the huge chair 

“ As I understand it,” remarked The Thinking Machine 
at last, “ Tennell is now m the hands of the police, and 
the body is ” 

“ Ashore awaiting bunal," the Captam supphed 
” Miss Belhngdame has asked permission of the author- 
ities to take charge of it ” 

Dr Maher rose and went to the wmdow, where he 
stood looking out The Thinkmg Machme lowered his 
squmt eyes and stared steadily at the ship’s sur- 
geon 

“ The case against the first officer seems perfectly 
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I'-iufe had been witlidrawn and replaced. And so the 
real problem is to find what message Ingraham was 
sending when he was murdered/’ said the scientist 
quietly “ Neither of you happens to know ? ” 

“ The same thought came to me wlule Captam Delhi 
was talkmg to Tennell/’ said Dr Maher quickly " It 
was shortly after seven bells m the afternoon — that is, 
half-past three o’clock — ^when the crime was discovered. 
Now, the last message to be sent, accordmg to the time 
check on it, was sent sliortly after twelve Yet, if we 
beheve Tennell, the operator was sending a message 
]ust before he was struck do'vn, or possibly at that 
moment. Well, there was nothmg to show for that 
message — no scrap of paper — nothmg ” 1 
The Thmking Machine glanced at Dr Maher as if 
surprised. “ Therefore the message Ingraham was send- 
mg,” he put m, “ was either stolen or was bemg com- 
posed as he sent it Is that clear ? ” 

There was a pause Captain Deihl nodded, and Dr ^ 
Maher began drummmg on the wmdow siU 

" That being true,” the scientist went on incisively, 
the next step is to learn who aboard the Uranus could 
read the code — the Continental code too, mind you, not 
the Morse — as a message was bemg sent Is that clear ? ’ ’ 

“ Yes , go on,” said Captam Delhi 
“ When we find the person who could read the Con- 
tmental code, we 2ilso find the person who m all proba- 
bihty was operating the wireless at one o’clock the mght 
of the murder Is that clear ? ” 

“ Yes, yes ” 

" And when we find the person who operated the 
wueless, logic shows us mcontrovertibly, that we have 
either the murderer of Ingraham, or some one who was 
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natural angle would have been downward, unless that 
person had been lying on the floor ’’ 

“ All of which being true, is a point in favour of Ten- 
nell,” said The Thinking Machine curtly “ You found 
him inside the cabm wth the body, and we must suppose 
from your own statement. Dr Maher, that he would have 
had to he down to inflict the wound I may say that 
the strongest pomt m his favour is the fact that he did 
not throw away the knife He knew it to be his , had 

opportunity to get nd of it, but didn’t , therefore ” 

He shrugg^ his shoulders and was silent for a moment 

AH thmgs depend upon the point of view, gentle- 
°ion,” he continued after a time “ There are half a 
dozen casual facts, several of which I have specified, 
which mclme me to a belief m Tennell’s mnocence , and 
only two agamst him, these bemg the motive and the 
^^nife Strong, you say ? Yes , but the knife is turned 
in his favour Now let us assume Tennell’s mnocence 
for a moment, and bmld our hypothesis on facts that we 
know It IS always possible to reconstruct a happenmg 
ky the logic of its imits Let us see this rule apphed 
to this case 

We are reasonably certain that whatever message 
Ingraham was sendmg just before, or at the moment of 
his death, was not a written message I have your word. 
Dr Maher, that there was not a trace of any message 
after the one about noon Shall we suppose that there 
was a written message and it was stolen from his desk, 
by the hand that slew ? Hardly Let us take the simple 
view first. He was sendmg a message somewhere as he 
composed i*" Now, anyone abocird that slup who knew 
the Conli'n. dal code could have read that message, be- 
cause- thi'wueless has that fault. That bemg true, we 
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offered for some person aboard the Uranus, and a state- 
ment of the fact reached it by wireless ? What if the 
operator was that peculiar type of man who would hold 
that mformation to himself on the chance of discovenng 
and delivering over that pierson who was wanted to the 
pohce of this country, thus holdmg the reward all to 
himself ? Do you sec the possibilities ? Now, what 
if that person who was want^ was an opierator as well, 
and able to read the unwritten message the regular oper- 
ator was sendmg, — a* message, understand, which meant 
capture and punishment, — is that a motive for murder ? 

" This is ^ partly conjecture, partly fact — merely a 
discussion of the possibilities StiU, our murderer is 
unknown As I have said, the capture of the guilty 
parson may be simple , but it may be tedious When I 
hear from ” 

There was a sharp nngmg of the telephone bell m the 
next room The scientist rose abruptly and went out 
After a few mmutes he returned. 

You allowed Miss Belhngdame to leave the Uranus 
on a motor boat, I understand, before you docked ? ” 
he mqmred placidly 

Yes,” replied Captam Delhi “ She requested it, 
and Dr Maher suggested that it would perhaps be best 
as she was very ill and wecik from the shock following 
the tragedy ” 

" I shall be able to put my conjectures to a test at 
once then,” said The Thinking Machme as he put on his 
hat. “ First, I must ask some questions of Miss Bellmg- 
dame, however Suppose you gentlemen ivait for me 
at pohce headquarters ? I shall be there m an hour 
or so ” 

The Thmkmg Machine and Hutchinson Hatch, re- 
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she repeated absently “ Oh, yes, we were to Iiave been 
mamed, to be sure ” 

Hatch strove vainly to read the expression which was 
creeping into her lace She was leaning forward, grip- 
ping the arms of the chair in which she sat with wide, 
stanng, fnghtened eyes, and every instant her face grew 
whiter Suddenly she rose 
“ Really you must pardon me," she gasped hurriedly 
“ I am ill I ” , 

She turned quickly and almost ran out of the room 
The Thinking Machine walked out and into the arms of 
Detective Mallory m the lobby 

“ Are your men placed ? ” demanded the scientist 
abruptly , 

Yes,” was the complacent answer “ Did it work ? ” 
“ It worked," replied The Thmkmg Machine enig- 
matically " Come on Let us go to headquarters ” 

The Thinking Machine’s conjecture was faulty only 
in one point, and that weis his surmise that the message 
which had been sent at night from the Uranus after the 
murder had been to counteract the message which Ingra- 
ham was sending when he was lolled. Instead, Miss 
BeUmgdame, herself an operator, had picked up the 
wireless station ashore and ordered a motor boat out to 
meet her and take her off Every other statement was 
correct as he had stated it. 

“ And simple,” he told Hatch and Captam Delhi 
“ Mr Hatch, to whom I telephoned while you. Captain, 
were with me, was able to find the interrupted message 
at sea , m fact, it had been relayed m to the station here 
for mformation It stated that Miss Florence Hogarth, 
wanted for poisomng m England, and for whom there 
was a reward of one thousand pounds, was aboard the 



*X:).T:^u9pi jgq pgjaAoosip p'Bq ni-eii'eaSui 
A\oi| ;sn[ pajEaddB J9A9n :|.j snirBjQ 9ip. pjBoq'e 9nrB9 
aqs p^un miq U99s J9A9u: pBq 'qpreSojj ssij/\[ jo ‘9urBp 
-Suqpg ssTj\!; 'Jo:}'BJ9do p9J9pjnm 9q:). o:^ p9§BSn9 Stngq 
JO pT39jsur j-eqj p9AOJd sjuoiudojoAop juonbosqng 

,, iCuimnp -B SBA\ JU9S x 9§^ss9in oqx 
J05BJ9do fGJUOUlJUO^ "B JO SpiTBq 9qj Ul JT'Bq'B poSlTBJJB 
'Ojd V SPA\ qonjA\ ‘]9joq oqj j'b jopnnos oqj p-B9i oqs 
uoq'W S90ord oj juoav gqg 'Os s/Ct3a\xb si jj joojjod sbav 
sjiun oqi jo diSoj oqj '9J0j9J9q; ' 99 s nox, gptxojod opjq 
B JO j|ns9j oqj SB 'puoyq aibjjs sbav jxpq J9q JiBq qjpp 
giir\-cq JO p-cojsui jBqj puB 'niirnpSuqpg ssiji\r sb snuBJfj 

'3SV0 3H1 NO HOSSHdOHd SHX 



, CHAPTER X 

ji 11 

njE ROSWELL TIARA 

it not been for the personal interest of a fellow 
savant m the case it is hardly hkely that the problem 
of the Rosewell tiara would ever have come to the 
attention of The Thinkmg Machine. And had the 
problem not come to his attention it would mevitably 
^ve gone to the pohce. Then there would have been 
S’ scandal in high places, a disrupted home and ever- 
lastmg unhappmess to at least four jiersons Perhaps it 
Was an mkhng of this latter possibility that led The 
Thinkmg Machme — to take imtial steps in the solution of 
a mystery which seemed to have only an obvious ending 
^^en he was first approached m the matter The 
Thinking Machme was in his small laboratory from 
which had gone forth truths that shocked and partially 
readjusted at least three of the exact sciences His 
enormous head, ivith its long yellow hair, bobbed up and 
down over a httle world of chemical apparatus, and the 
narrow sqmnt eyes peered with disagreeable satisfaction 
at a blue flame which spouted from a brazier Martha, 
an aged woman who was the scientist’s household stafi, 
entered. She was not tall yet she towered command- 
ingly above the slight figure of her eminent master 
Professor Van Diisen turned to her impatiently 
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“ It was perhaps five o’clock when I fell asleep,” 
Airs Roswell continued after a moment “ About twenty 
mmutes later I was aroused by a scream of ‘ Jeanette, 
Jeanette, Jeanette ’ Instantly I was fully awake The 
screaming was that of a cockatoo which I have kept in 
my room for many years It was in its usual place on 
a perch near the wmdow, and seemed greatly disturbed. 

** My first impression was that Jeanette had been m 
the room I went into her room and even shook her 
gently She was asleep so far as I could ascertam I 
returned to my own room and then was amazed to see 
the vault door standing open All the jewels and papers 
from the vault were scattered over the floor My first 
thought was of burglars who had been fnghtened away 
by the cockatoo I tried every door and every wmdow 
111 both Jeanette’s room and nime Everythmg was 
securely fastened. 

When I picked up the tiara I found that a diamond 
was missing It had evidently been torn out of the 
settmg I searched for it on the floor and inside the 
vault I found nothmg Then of course I could only 
associate its disappearance with some act of — of my 
step-daughter’s I don’t beheve the cockatoo would 
have called her name if she had not been in my room 
the bird could not have opened the vault 
Therefore I I ” 

There was a fresh, burst of tears and for a long time 
no one spoke 

Do you bum a mght lamp ? ” asked The Thmkmg 
Alachme finally 

Yes,” rephed Mrs. Roswell 

Did the bird ever disturb you at any tune previous 

^t night — -that is I mean at night ? ” 
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the big chair With head tilted back, eyes squinting 
steadily upward and white fingers pressed tip to tip he 
waited 

“ Bnefly,” said Mrs Roswell, “ it has to do with the 
disappearance of a single small gem from a diamond 
tiara which I had locked in a vault — a vault of which 
no hvmg person knew the combination except myself 
Because of family reasons I could not go to the pohce, 
and — ” 

“ Please begm at the beginning,” requested The 
Thinkmg Machine “ Remember I know nothmg what- 
ever of you or your circumstances ” 

It was not unnatural that Mrs Roswell should be 
surprised. Her social reign was supreme, her name 
was constantly to be seen in the newspapers, her enter- 
tainments were gorgeous, her social domgs on an elab- 
orate scale. She glanced at Mr Field mquirmgly, and he 
nodded. 

“ My first husband was Sidney Grantham, an Eng- 
lishman,” she explamed. “ Seven years ago he left me 
a ividow with one chdd — a son Arthur — now twenty- 
two years old and just out of HEurvard. Mr Grantham 
died intestate and his whole fortune together with the 
family jewels, come to me and my son. The tiara was 
among these jewels 

" A year ago I ivas marned to Mr Roswell He, too, 
is a man of wealth, with one daughter, Jeanette, now 
mneteen years old. We hve on Commonwealth Avenue 
and while there are many servants I know it is impos- 
sible—” 

“ Nothmg IS impossible. Madam,” mterposed The 
Thinking Machme positively *' Don’t say that please 
It annoys me exceedingly ” 
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squinted at her oddly, then turned his eyes toward the 
ceihng again 

“ I understand,” he said " You feared for her 
®3iiity And she may have the sleep-walking habit 
ivithout your knowledge ? ” 

“ Yes, she may have,” faltered lirs Roswell 
And now your son Tell me something about hun 
He has an allowance, I suppose ? Is he mchned to be 
studious or other wise ? Has he any love affair ? ” 
Again JIrs Roswell flushed Her entire manner 
resented this connection of her son’s name with the 
affair She looked inqumngly at Mr Field. 

“ I don’t see — ” Mr Field began, remonstratmgly 
" Hy son could have nothing — ” Mrs Roswell in- 
terrupted 


“ Madam, you have presented an abstract problem,” 
broke in The Thinkmg Machme impatiently “ I pre- 
sumed you wanted a solution Of course, if you do 
aot — and he made as if to arise 
“ Please pardon me,” said Mrs Roswell ’quickly, al- 
most tearfully " My son has an allowance of ten thou- 
sand a year , my daughter has the same My son is 
mchned to be studious along pohdcal hnes, while my 
daughter is mterested m chanty He has no love 
affau except — except a deep attachment for his step- 
sister It IS rather unfortunate — ” 

“ I know, I know,” mterrupted the scientist again 
‘ Naturallyyou objectto anyaffection m that direcbon be- 
cause of a fear for the girl’s mental condition. May I ask 
if there is any further prejudice on your part to the girl ? ” 
" Not the shghtest,” said Mrs RosweU qmckly “ I 
am deeply attached to her It is only a fear for my 
son’s happmess.” 


4 
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tinued The Thinking Slachme musingly, \\ ithout heeding 
in the slightest the effect of his words on the others, 
“ you will know \>hat became of the first and will be 
able to recover both ’’ 

“ If another attempt is to be made,” exclaimed 3Irs. 
Roswell apprehensively, “ would it not be better to send 
the jewels to a safe deposit ? Would I not be in danger 
myself ? " 

” It 13 perfectly piossible that if the jewels were re- 
moved the vault would be opened just the same,” said 
The Thinking Machine quietly, enigmatically while his 
visitors stared. “ Leave the jewels where they are You 
may be assured that you are m no personal danger what- 
ever If you learn what you seek you need not com- 
municate with me again. If you do not I will personally 
mvestigate the matter On no condition whatever mter- 
rupt or attempt to prevent anythmg that may happen ” 
Mr Field arose , the interview seemed to be at an 
end. He had one last question. 

“ Have you any theory of what actually happened ? ” 
he asked. “ How was the jewel taken ? ” 

“if I told you you wouldn't beheve it,” said The 
Thinking Maclune, curtly “ Good day ” 

It was on the third day foUowmg that Mrs Roswell 
humedly summoned The Thinking Machme to her home 
When he arrived she was deeply agitated. 

“ Another of the small stones has been stolen from 
the tiara,” she told him humedly “ The curcumstances 
were identical wth those of the first theft, even to the 
screammg of the cockatoo I watched as you suggested, 
have been watchmg each mght but last mght was so 
weary that I fell asleep The cockatoo awoke me. 
Why would Jeanette — ” 
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" You don’t sleep weU, Miss RosweU ? ” asked The 
Thinking Machine 

“ Oh, yes," the girl rephed. “ I seem to sleep enough, 
but I am always very tired And I dream constantly, 
nearly always my dreams are of the cockatoo I imagine 
he calls my name ’’ 

Mrs RosweU looked quickly at Professor Van Dusen 
He crossed to the girl and exammed her pulse 

“ Do you read much ? ” he asked “ Did you ever 
read this ? ” and he held up the copy of " Les IVLs^ 
rabies ” 

“ I don’t read French weU enough,” she rephed. 
“ I have read it in English ’’ 

The conversation was desultory for a time and finaUy 
The Thinking Machme arose In the drawmg room 
down stairs he gave Mrs Roswell some instructions 
which amazed her exceedingly, and went his way 

Jeanette retired aboqt eleven o'clock that mght and 
m an hour was sleeping soundly But Mrs. RosweU 
was up when the clock struck one. She had previously 
bolted the doors of the two rooms and fastened the 
ivmdows Now she arose from her seat, picked up a 
smaU ]ar from her table, and crept cautiously, even 
stealthily to the bed whereon Jeanette lay, pale almost 
as the sheets The girl's hands were outstretched m an 
attitude of utter exhaustion Mrs Rosw^ bent low 
over them a moment, then stole back to her own room 
Half an hour later she was asleep 
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in white,-' appeared m the door of her room Her eyes 
were wide open, starmg, her face was chalk-hke, her 
hair tumbled in confusion about her head and here and 
there was flecked with the ghnt of the night-hght 
The girl paused and from somewhere in the shadows 
came a qmck gasp, instantly stifled. Then, unhearmg, 
she moved slowly but without hesitation across the room 
to a table whereon lay several books She stooped over 
this and when she straightened up agam she held “ Les 
Misdrables ” in her hand. Several times the leaves 
fluttered through her fingers, and thrice she held the 
book close to her eyes in the uncertam hght, then nodded 
us if satisfied and carefully replaced it as she had found it 
From the table she went straight toward the silver dial 
which gleamed a reflection of hght As she went another 
figure detached itself noiselessly from the shadoivsmnd 
crept toward her from behmd. As 'the girl leaned for- 
ward to place her hand on the dial aisteady ray of hght 
from an electnc bulb struck her ‘ full in the face She 
did not flmch nor by the sbghtest sign show that she 
was aware of it From her face the hght travelled to 
each of her hands m turn. 

I The dial whirled in her fingers several times and then 
stopped with a chek, the bolt snapped and the vault 
door opened Conspicuously m front lay the tiara 
ghttenng raoclongly Agam from the . shadows there 
c^e a qmck gasp as the girl hfted the regal toy and 
tumbled it on the floor Again the gasp was stifled. 

With qmck moving, nervous hands she dragged the 
jewels out permittmg them to fall She seemed to be 
seekmg somethmg else, seeking vainly, apparently, for 
ter awhile she rose with a sigh, staring mto the vault 
hopelessly She stood thus for a dozen heart beats. 
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mother staxed up at him m open eyed wonder 
“ How did you remove the jewels from the settmg ? ” 
asked The Thmking Machme, stall qmetly 
“ I — I didut with my fingers ” 

“ Take out one of these for me,” and The Thinking 
Machme offered him the tiara. 

Grantham snatched it from his hand and tugged at 
it frantically while the others stared, but each jewel 
remained m its settmg Fmally he sank down on the 
bed beside the stall figure of the girl he loved His face 
Was crimson 

“ Your mtentaons are good, but you’re a fool,” com- 
mented The Thinking Machme tartly “ I know you 
did not take the jewels — you have proven it yourself 
— and I may add that Miss Roswell did not take 
them ” ,1 

The stupefied I look on Grantham’s face was reflected 
in ithose of his mother and stepi-father Drs Forrester 
and Henderson were busy with the girl heedless of the 
others . 

“ Then where are the jewels ? ” Mrs Roswell de- 
manded ' 

The Thmking Jlachine turned and squmted at her 
With a sbght suggestion of irritable reproach m his 
manner 

“ Safe and easily found,” he rephed impatiently He 
hfted the unconscious girl’s hand and allowed his fingers 
to rest on her pulse for a moment, then turned to the 
medical men , " Would you ha\ e behoved that som- 
nambuhstic sub-consciousness would have taken just this 
form.? ” he asked curtly 

“ Not unless I had seen it," rephed Dr. Henderson, 
frankly 
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himself No person with bare fingers .could have torn 
out one of the stones ” 

There was a long pause, and deep silence while tlie 
problem as seen bj The Tlunking Maclune was con- 
sidered m the minds of his hearers Grantham at last 
broke the silence 

' Where are the two stones that are missing ? ” 

" Oh yes,” said Tlie Thinkmg Macliine easily, as if 
that tnvial point had escaped him “ Jlrs Roswell will 
you please have the cockatoo brought m ? ” he asked, 
and then explained to the others “-I had the bird 
removed from the room tonight for fear it would mter- 
rupt at the wrong moment ” 

Mrs Roswell arose and gave some instructions to a 
servant who was waiting outside He went away and 
returned later with a startled expression on his graven 
face 

" The bird is dead, madam," he reported 
” Dead 1 ” repeated JIrs RosweU 
“ Good I ” said The Thmkmg Machine rubbing his 
hands bnskly together ” Bnng it m anyhow ” 

“ ^Vhy, what could have killed it ? ” asked Mrs Ros- 
well, bewildered, 

" Indigestion,” rephed the scienbst “ Here is the 
thief ” 

He turned suddenly to the servant who had entered 
bearmg the cockatoo m state on a silver tray 
" Who ? I ? ” gasped the astomshed servant. 

“No, this fellow,” rephed The Thinking Maclnne as 
he picked up the dead bird. “ He had the opportumty , 
he had the pointed instrument necessary to pry out a 
stone — note the sharp hooked bill , and he had the 
strength to do it Besides all that he confessed a fond- 
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CHAPTER XII 


THE LOST RADIUM 

One ounce of radium 1 Within his open palm Professor 
Dsxter held practically the world’s entire supply of that 
singular and' seemmgly inexhaustible force which was, 
and IS, one of the greatest of all scientific nddles So far 
as known there were only a few more grains m existence 
— four m the Cune laboratory m Pans, two m Berhn, 
two m St Petersburg, one at Leland Stanford and one m 
London All the remamder was here^ — here m the Yar- 
vard laboratory, a tmy msiss lumped on a small piece of 
steeL ' ' ’ 

Gazmg at this vast concentrated power Professor 
Dexter was a httle awed and a httle appalled at the 
respor^sibihty which had suddenly devolved upon him, 
naturally enough with this culmmation of a project 
which he had chenshed for' months Bnefly this had 
been to gather mto one cohesive whole the many particles 
of the precious substance scattered over the world for the 
purpose of elaborate experiments as to its motive power 
practicabdity Now here it was 

Its value, based on scarcity of supply, was mcalcu- 
lable MiUions of dollars would not replace it Mmute 
portions had come from the four quarters of the globe, 
m each case by si 1 messenger, and each separate 


aq; ui auoi-E siba\ aossijojj a\o\ 

•Suippnq 9q; jo X^A\|XBq ureui gqi pn^ootiuoD mni u\ 
qoiqAV ‘[[Bq uoqdQoai jo ^os tr 'uiooi joqT 3 ms -c o;ut p-q 
joop siqx Joop qguis oq:^ vs p9uoi)B;s sq o:^ sx:\\ picnS 
■B piTB ‘jaq^QSo:}, 3 [joa\ o:^ 9JaA\ uaui oa\; aq; — ' aprm 
U9aq p-eq suoi:^-BXEd9jd qnij saAa snouno |o qo-naj gqj 
9AoqB JBj sqBA\ 9q:j. m q3iq :^9S A\opuTA\ q;iA\ puB ‘ssb{§ jo 
X qBijJBd jooj qj-TAv uiooi paSuqiao-qStq b pjGAJB^ jb 
iCio:jBJoqBj Gsuammt aqj. ut auop 9q oj. sbav qjow aqx 

sj.u9mu9dx9 jiaqj. uiSaq XpjBqpamuit 

pjnOAV J9:jX9Q pUB U9SnQ HB^ SJOSSajOJjJ j^Bqj, ;U9UI 
-9 jb;s b :ji q:jiA\ puB ss9jd ApBp oqj. ur UA^ouq uaaq pBq 
piBAJBj^ rjB mnipBJ aq; jo uoijiod jBtnj aq; jo ^diaaai 
JO SA\aii jBqj ojojaiaqj ‘adojng puB sajBjg pajniQ aqj 
jaAo ]je juatnraoo jadBdsAvau 'jBUOTiBsuas sauitjaraos ptre 
'aATSuajxa jnoqjLW paqsqdraoDDB uaaq jou pBq irmrpBi 
JO AjTjuBnb B jBajS os SuuaqjBS jo qsBj aqj AqBjnjBjto; 


pjOAV jsjq B Bm 

-jiBAAB ^{jsnoDaiB naaq pBq ppoA\ aqj jaAO pB sA\op9j stq 
paDimouxiB SBA\ suBjd s,J9jx9Q jossajojj qjiAV iioipauuoo 
siq juamoin aqj niojj pnB saouoios aqj m jeaddB jsbj jo 

pmoo B SBAV — ^auiqoBpf Suiquiqx — ^jstjuaps lapp aqx 

Tmoiiqun i^pAijBiBdmoo puB §uno/C sbaa oqAV 'jajxaQ 
jossajojj joj qdranuj b sba\ qioAA aqj in pimn jajSBUi 
siqj JO jsaiajui aqx anxqoBj^ Suiquiqx ^qx os 

— ^^asnQ UB^ 'X jI S snjsnSny jossajoix ‘ubioiSoj pire 
js juaios paqsmSmjstp aqj jo jBqj ‘sjuannjadxa pasodoid 
aij oj pauBoj naaq pBq anreu srvouiBj ano jsBaj jy 

'asodind siq qsqdnioooB oj ajqn uaaq pBq lajxaQ; 
jcssajojx J'Eqj 'sois^qd jo JiBqo aqj pjaq aq qaiqAV ni pjBA 
-J2X. JO AjisjaATim jBajS aqj J'b aouanpui aqj Aq paqouq 
'jnoqBj JO sqjnoin jajjB Apio sbav jj umimajd Sin 
-jaSSBjs B JB s,pAojx Aq paonsin ApABaq uaaq puq uibiS 


asvo aHX xo Hossaao'aa anx 


ZII 



, THE LOST RADIUM ii3 

\vaituig impatiently for The Thmkmg Machine and 
timing over m his mind the prelnmnary steps m the 
laDour he had undertaken Every instrument was m 
place, all else was put aside, for these experiments, 
which were either to revolutiomze the motive power of 
the world or else demonstrate the utter uselessness of 
radium as a practical force 

Professor Dexter’s hne of thought was mterrupted by 
the appearance of Mr Bowen, one of the instructors of 
the Umversity 

“ A lady to see you. Professor,” he said as he handed 
him a card “ She said it was a matter of great im- 
portance to you ” 

Professor Dexter glanced at the card as Mr Bowen 
turned and went out through the small room mto the 
main hallway The name, Mme Therese du Chas- 
taigny was wholly unfaimhar Puzded a httle and 
perhaps impatient too, he carefully laid the steel with 
its burden of radium on the long table, and started out 
mto the reception room Almost m the door he stumbled 
ngainst somethmg, recovered his equihbnum with an 
eSort and brought up with an undignified jerk 

The colour mounted to his modest ears as he heard a 
woman laugh — a pleasant musical, throaty sort of npple 
that imder other circmnstances would have been agree- 
able Now bemg directed at his own discomfiture, it 
was imtatmg and the Professor’s face tingled a httle 
as a tall woman arose and came towards him 

“ Please pardon me,” she said contntely but there 
was still a flicker of a smile upon her red hps “ It was 
my carelessness I should not have placed my smt case 
m the door ” She hfted it easily and replaced it in that 
identical position “ Or perhaps,” she suggested, in- 
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He leaned further forward in his chair and waited 
expectantly while lime du Chastaigny coughed vio- 
endy The paroxysm passed after a moment 

That IS my pumshment for laughmg,” she explained, 
" I trust you will pardon me I have a bad 
it was quick retribution ” 

Yes, yes,*’ said the other courteously, “ but this 
other -It s most mterestmg Please tell me about it ” 
Mme du Chastaigny made herself comfortable m the 
oh^r, cleared her throat, and began 
„ ^ rather an unusual story," she said apologetically, 

lit the radium came into my possession m quite a 
natoral manner I am Enghsh, so I speak the language^ 
ut my husband was French as my name mdicates, 
he, hke you, was a saenbst He was httle known 
° "'‘^dd at large, however, as he was not connected 

wth any institution His experiments were undertaken 
or smusement and gradually led to a complete absorption 
o his mterest We were not wealthy as Americans 
^^t it, but we were comfortably well off 

That much for my affairs The letter I gave you 
from Mme Cune will tell you the rest as to who I am 
Now when the discovery of radium was made by M 
and Mme Cune my husband began some mvestigahons 
along the same hue and they proved to be remarkably 
successful His efforts were first directed towards pro- 
ducmg radium, with what object. I was not aware at that 
time In the course of months he made gram after 
grain by some process unhke that of the Curies’, and 
incidentally ho spent practically all our httle fortune 
Finally he had nearly an oimce " 

“ Most mterestmg 1 ” commented Professor Dexter 
“ Please go on " 
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passed and there was a quick gesture of her hands which 
indicated disappointment 

“ You speak of a vast fortune," she said at last “ I 
could not hope, of course, to realize an5dhmg hke the 
actual value of the substance — a inilhon perhaps ? 
Only a few hundred thousands ? Somethmg to convert 
Into available funds for me the fortune which has been 
sunk ” 

There \vas almost an appeal m her hmpid voice and 
Professor Dexter considered the matter deeply for sev- 
eral minutes as he stared out the wmdow 

“ Or perhaps,” the woman hurried on after a moment, 

it might be that you need more radium for the ex- 
periments you have m hand now, and there might be 
some sum paid me for the use of what I have ? A sort 
of royalty ? I am wdlmg to do anythmg ivithm reason ” 

Agam there was a long pause Ahead of him, mth 
this- hitherto unheard of quantity of radium available. 
Professor Dexter saw rosy possibihties m his chosen 
work The thought gripped him more firmly as he con- 
sidered it He could see httle chance of a purchase — 
^but the use of the substance durmg his experiments ! 
That might be arranged 

“ Madame ” he said at last, “ I want to thank you 
deeply for commg to me While I nan promise nothing 
defimte I can promise that I will take up the matter 
with certam persons who may be able to do somethmg 
for you It’s perfectly astoundmg Yes I may say 
that I will do something, but I shall perhaps require 
several days to brmg it about Will you grant me that 
time ? ” 

Mme du Chastaigny smiled 

“ I must of course," she said, and agam she went off 
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a. minute considering the possibilities arising from her 
casual announcement of the existence of this unknown 
radium. 

“ If I only had that too,” he muttered as he turned 
und re-entered his work room 
An instant later, a cry — wild amazed shriek — came 
from the laboratory and Professor Dexter, with palhd 
face, rushed out through the reception room and flung 
open the door mto the mam hallway Half a dozen 
students gathered about him and from across the hall 
Mr Bowen, the mstructor, appeared with startled eyes 
" The radium is gone — stolen 1 ” gasped Professor 
Dexter 

The members of the httle group stared at one another 
blankly while Professor Dexter raved impotently and 
his fingers through his hair There were questions 
und conjectures , a babble was raging about him when 
a new figure loomed up m the picture It was that of a 
small‘ man with an enormous yeUow head and an eternal 
petulant droop to the comers of his mouth He had 
just turned a comer m the hall 

” Ah' Professor Van" Dusen," exclaimed Professor 
Dexter, and he seized the long slender ‘hand of The 
Thinkmg Machme m a frenzied grip 

“ Dear me 1 ' Dear me 1 " complamed The Thmkmg 
Machme as he sought to extract his fingers from the 
vice “ Don’t do' that What’s the matter ? ” 

“ The radium is gone — stolen ! ” Professor Dexter 
explained 

The Thinlong Machme drew back a httle and squinted 
aggressively into the distended eyes of his fellow scientist 
" Why that’s perfectly silly ” he said at last “ Como 
m, please, and tell mo what happened.” 
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“ I sat here facing her ” 

“ You know that she did not enter the laboratory ? ” 
“ I know it, yes," rephed Professor Dexter promptly 
“ No one save me has entered that laboratory today 
I have taken particular pams to see that no one did 
When Mr Bowen spoke to me I had the radium m my 
hand. He merely opened the door', handed me her card 
and went nght out Of course it’s impossible that — ” 

“ Nothmg IS impossible, Mr Dexter,” blazed The 
Thmkmg Machme suddenly “ Did you at any time 
leave Mme du Chastaigny m this room alone ? ” 

“ No, no,” declared Dexter emphatically “ I was 
lookmg at her every moment she was here , I did not 
put the radium out of my hand until Mr Bowen was 
out of this room and m the hallway there I then came 
into this room and met her ” 

For several mmutes The T hinkin g Machme sat per- 
fectly silent, squmtmg upward while Professor Dexter 
gazed into the mscrutable face anxiously 

“ I hope,” ventured the Professor at last, “ that you 
do not believe it was any fault of mme ? ” 

The Thmkmg Machme did not say 
‘t What sort of a voice has Mme du Chastaigny ? ” 
he asked mstead 

The Professor bhnked a little in bewilderment 
"An ordmary voice — the low voice of a woman of 
education and refinement,” he rephed. 

“ Did she raise it at any time while talking ? ” 

" No ” 

“ Perhaps she sneezed or coughed while talkmg to 
you ? " 

Unadulterated astonishment was written on Professor 
Dexter’s face 
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“ I presTime all the wall windows are kept fastened ? ” 
" Yes, always ” 

“ And those in the glass roof ? ” 

» Yes.” 

“ Then bring me a tall step-ladder please f ” 

It was' produced after a few minutes. Professor 
Dexter looked on curiously and with a ghmmer of under- 
standing as The Thinkmg Machme examined each catch 
on every wmdow, and tapped the panes over with a 
pen-knrfe When he had exanuned the last and found 
all locked he came down the ladder 
" Dear me 1 ” he exclaimed petulantly “ It’s per- 
fectly extraordinary — most extraordmary If the radium 
was not stolen through the reception room, then- — 
then — ” He glanced around the room agam 
Professor Dexter shook his head. He had recovered 
his self-possession somewhat, but his bewilderment left 
hun helpless. 

” Are you sure. Professor Dexter,” asked The Think- 
ing Machine at last coldly “ are you sure you placed the 
radium where you have mdicated ? ” 

There was almost an accusation in the tone and Pro- 
fessor Dexter flushed hotly 

“ I am positive, yes,” he rephed 
*' And you are absolutely certam that neither Mr 
Bowen nor Mme du Chastaigny entered this room ? ” 

“ I am absolutely positive " 

The Thinking Machme nandered up and down the 
long table apparently ivithout any interest handling the 
famihar instruments and glittering appliances as a master 
" Did Mme. du Chastaigny happen to mention any 
children ? " ho at last asked, irrelei antly 
Professor Dexter bhnked again 
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unlock the door and pass out Then he dropped uito a 
chair and buned his face in bis hands. There Mr Bowen 
found him a few mmutes later 

“ Ah, Mr Bowen,” he said, as he glanced up, " please 
have this cable sent immediately ” 
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THE SUIT CASE 

“ I’m off,” Hatch responded 
He hung up the receiver and rushed out He hajv 
pened to be professionally acquamted with the chief 
clerk of the Teutomc, a monosyllabic, rotund gentle- 
man who was an occasional source of pnvate informa- 
tion and who spent his life adding up a column of 
figures 

" Hello, Charhe,” Hatch greeted him “ Mme du 
Chastaigny stopping here ? ” 

" Yep,” said Charhe 
“ Husband with her ? ” 

” Nope ” 

” By herself when she came ? ” 

" Yep ” 

" Hasn't a child with her ? ” 

" Nope ” 

“ What does she look like ? ” ' 

” A corker ! ” said Charhe 

This last loquacious outburst seemed to appease the 
reporter’s burning thirst for information and he rushed 
away to the dock where the steamship, Granada from 
Liverpool, stiU lay Aboard he sought out the purser 
and quesboned him along the same hnes with the same 
result There was no trace of a child Then Hatch 
made his way to the home of The Thinkmg ilachine 
Well ? ” demanded the scientist 
The reporter shook his head 
She hasn’t seen or spoken to a child since she left 
Liverpool so far as I can ascertain,” he declared. 

It was not quite surprise, it was rather perturbation 
in the manner of The Thinkmg Machine now It showed 
m a quick gesture of one band, m the wnnkles on his 
brow, m the narrowmg down of his eyes. Ho dropped 
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lie walked into an adjoining room without so much as a 
glance at the wrecked glass A mmute later he had 
Hutchinson Hatch on the telephone 

“ Come nght up,” he instructed 

There was that m his voice which caused Hatch to 
jump He seized his hat and rushed out of his ofQce. 
When he reached The Thmlong Machine’s apartments 
that gentleman ivas just emerging from the room where 
the telephone was 

“ I have it,” the scientist told the reporter, forestalling 
a quesbon “ It’s ridiculously simple. I can’t imagme 
how I missed it exnept through stupidity ” 

Hatch snuled behmd his hand Certainly stupidity 
was not to be charged agamst The Thmlong Ma- 
chme 

" Come m a cab ? ” asked the scientist 

“ Yes, it’s waibng ” 

“ Come on then ” 

They went out together The scientist gave some 
mstrucbon to the cabby and they clattered off 

‘ You’re gomg to meet a very remarkable person,” 
The Thmkmg Machme explamed “ He may cause 
trouble and he may not — any way look out for him. 
He’s tricky ” 

That ivas alL The cab drew up m front of a large 
buildmg, evidenby a boarding bouse of the rmddle class 
The Thmkmg Machme jumped out. Hatch followmg, 
and together they ascended the steps A maid answered 
the bell 

“ Is Mr — Mr — oh, what’s his name ? ” and The 
Thinking Machme snapped his fingers as if trying to 

remember “ Air , the small gentleman who arrived 

from Liverpool jesterday — ” 
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was gone The dra\vn \vnnkled face of the rmdget, the 
babyish body, the toy clothing, added to, the pitiful 
helplessness of the httle figure His age might have been 
fifteen or fifty, his weight was certainly not more than 
twenty-five pounds, his height barely thirty mches 
“ It iss as we did him m der theatre, und — ” Mr 
Berkerstrom started to explam lunpmgly 

“ Oh, that was it ? ” mquired The Thmking Machine 
curiously as if some question m his own mind had been 
settled “WhatisMme duCliastaigny’s correct name?” 

“ She iss der famous Mile Fanchon, und I am der 
marvellous midget. Count von Fntz,” proclaimed Mr 
Berkerstrom proudly m play-biU fashion 
Then a glimmer of what had actually happened flashed 
through Hatch’s mmd , he was staggered by the subhme 
audacity which made it possible The Thinking Machme 
arose and opened a closet 'door at which he had been 
staling From a dark recess he dragged out a smt case 
and from this m turn a smrdl steel box. 

“ Ah, here is the radium,” he remarked as he opened 
the box. “ Thmk of it, Mr Hatch An actual' value of 
imlhons m that small box." 

Hatch was thmking of it, thmking all sorts of thmgs 
as he mentally framed an openmg paragraph for this 
whoopmg big yam He was still thinking of it as he 
and The Thmking Machme accompamed wiUmgly enough 
by the midget, entered the cab and were driven back 
to the scientist's house ' 

An hour later Mme du Chastaigny called by request 
She unagmed her visit had something to do with the 
purchase of an ounce of radium , Detective Mallory, 
watchmg her out a comer of his official eye, unagmed 
she unagmed that The next caller was Professor Dexter 



-SMon -B inoif axuBo joj uoi^BJidsm mo/i Abs 

I „ *omqoBi^ Scnqinqx ;u9M ,/;tio suibo 

;t A\oq Monq o:^ ‘osjtiod jo ‘noX jsajgjut pjnoA\ jj „ 
•Ajqmnp ‘pappon iCnSrejsBq^ np • 9 mj^ 

■90IOA srq tit qDtioj oraojt ub sbav 9J9qx 
qstjnQtos 9qj p9jm'but ,, i uoqouBjj 'qSnous Jt sj „ 

•ajXjs otijBaqj. gmj tuooj sqj 
ojtn paptinoq jaSpitn aqx ‘Acop ©qj p9ti9do qDjBjj 
•9tiTqoBj\[ Stnqinqx ps^iJBinaj ,,‘qojBH JJ'\[ ‘m 9 Uiod 
q9A\ SB jqSiiu zjijx uoa jtmoQ p2ra9p ou si 9 j 9 qj jj „ 
•Ajsnopip9jotn jossqjojx padsBS j tmiTpBJ 9qx „ 

.. i stqj 

oj uoTjtppB in txmtpBi Xub tioX 9ABq Avojq •umipBi 9qj 
SI 0J9H ,, ‘siq'Bj 9qj mojj 9§BqoBd b qooj puB piBAUoj 
p9irB9j 9U *9nTqoBpi Smqurqx jngAV ,/9in oj 

jiBpre oqj tn jjBd siq p9jimoD9J SBq zjijx uoa jin:i 03 „ 

pqpsd Xjj09p9d 'utbSb uvAop jbs 
9qs puB pgq jnojoo 9qj U9qj ‘p9qsnp gdbj i9ji •Xj.iooj 9J 
qstJ9§rj. JO gzBjq b .jdBoj ojoqj. soXo s,ubuioa\ oqj ojuj 

*AxjUBSB9jd JSOUIJB 

gtnqoBj/^ Surqinqx 9qx P^^s ,/p9sn i pio/A oqj s.jBqx „ 
a <J 9I0XS » ‘^nSiBjSBqo np 9in])\[ p9unBX0X9 ,, i 9iojs „ 

•pip XiojjBpj; 9Atj09j9(q jnq — 9A0 ui U9ppns J9q jb jsojqSqs 
9 qj ui uorjTsod siq jojjb j.uprp p9ss9jd sdij. 

joSuq: puB soAo jiirabs qjiM pjBA\dn Suubjs sba\ ouiqoBpj 
Suiquiqx sqx ps^Boj AuSrej.SBq 3 np orapj 

I XiojBioqBj piBAJBj^ 9qj. moij ajojs noyC 
jBqj oj uoTjippB in umipBJ jo oouno ^tifouv oABq noA 
jT 9 in uiiojtn 9 SB 9 xd no A jpAV ,, 'Ap-omb unSoq gnnjDBpj; 
§uiqmqx ^^X ,/9SB9xd 'AnSiBjsBqp np *9Uij\[ ‘A\ojq „ 

•Apred oqj pojoxdinoo 

qojBjj puB 9uiqoBi\[ Smquiqx 9^X psonbai ouoqdojoj 
B p9p99q pBq oq jnq 'jjBoq siq jb p 9 A\BiiS joSub qmnQ; 

asvD aHX NO ^ossaxo'ax anx 



THE SUIT CASE I33 

paper article, therefore you probably know that I was 
directly interested in the experiments planned I visited 
the laboratory immediately after you left with the radium 
Professor Dexter told me your story It was clever, 
clever, but there was too much radium, therefore un- 
behevable If not true, then why had you been there ? 
The answer is obvious 

“ Neither you or anyone else save Mr Dexter entered 
that laboratory Yet the radium was gone How ? 
My first impression was that your part m the theft had 
been to detain Mr Dexter while someone entered th^ 
laboratory or else fished out the radium through a 
window m the glass roof by some mgemous contrivance 
I questioned Mr. Dexter as to your precise acts, and ven- 
tured the opinion that you had either sneezed or coughed 
You had coughed twice— obviously a signal — thus that 
view was strengthened 

“ Next, I exanuned lyrndow and roof fasterungs — all 
were locked I tapped over the glass to see if they had 
been tampered with. They had not Apparently the 
radium had not gone through the reception room , cer- 
tainly it had not gone any other way — ^yet it was gone 
It was a mce problem until I recalled that Mr Dexter 
had mentioned a smt case Why did a woman, on 
business, go out canyrng a smt case ? Or why, grantmg 
that she had a good reason for it, should she take the 
trouble to drag it mto the reception room instead of 
leaving it m the carnage ? 

“ Now, I didn’t beheve you had any radium , I knew 
you had signalled to the real thief by coughmg There- 
fore I was prepared to believe that the smt case was the 
solution of the theft How ? Obviously, somethmg 
concealed m it. , What ? A monkey ? I dismissed that 
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Of course the smt case is so built that the midget could 
open and close it from inside ” 

" Und it always gets der laugh,” mterposed the midget, 
complacently 

After awhile the pnsoners were led away Count von 
Fntz escaped three times the first day by the simple 
method of wngglmg between the bars of his cell 



©H 'JTBqo laq opisaq p-eq qoiqAv jaxqojaqpirBq -e 

du pa'qoid pxre p9i»:^\sis srjj; -asY^rLWi sq o:). 30 

t^oadsojd Qq^. :^-e ^CxsnoiSrpoid SaraAveA 'AvopmAA -e 3.110 3m 
-qoox poo:3S puB siod-ed sq^. poqsruq oq opqAV b J03JV 

•utb 3 b StirpB0i SBA^ pjoqBg 
iTBA ’jpf f qoBq pootre -[3 ptiB poxun^. oqs oouq ‘asojB 
piTB ‘optsB tnqdBn joq pret ‘dB| jtoq moij squituo Am^. 
oojq3. JO 0AA3. psqsniq J0q 50 dxs ys,-e\ b qoo^. ^q^ 

*papTiods 9 J 0qs ./AxjBpioTqred Smq^on ‘qo „ 

« I 0 XIIOS St^UAA ^^StlTU 

j prre ‘SS9X3.SIX J0q3.-ei ^aoj j qno o 3 xFA\ x ^^iniq^. Axpjeq 
I „ 'paziSoxodB oq ^/uopjed moA ^q j ,» 

•AxSuiuuBqo paxTins aqg ’aoBj A^xsjd s^ajiAV siq 
pgotrexS piTB jadBdsA\au srq paiaAVOx piopag uba 

,, i 3.0x1 axB JO ajB no A 3.T3q3 sirBatn :3Xinj3 
jBxnoipred 3.'Bq3. ji „ ‘q^noiu jaq jo jsujod b -\-2 pax§ 3 nxis 
QXdxuTp B ptiB ‘AxptOBxd no i^uaAA oqs ./ojinbui x „ 
•Ax93Bpoi3JBxn paxiiniS pjoqng xtba jh 
• paimbui 9qs ,, ^ iuxxijoxu srqx xno 3 mo 3 noA sjy „ 

siadBd Suinioin aqx xit p0SJ9umix 
AxtBipred ox<l.'®^^ ssojdb -yes oqA\ ‘puBqsnq jsq 

spJBAXox saAa SuiqoxxAAQq qn^xsiAA p^XFX P^^XTeg xiba pinS 
-ui'X 'sjj^ 'piiBq auo xn pasiod Axxxxirep dno aaqoo HXiyw 


3i3iSNOK aaAS-Raano anx 
AIX HaidVHO 



THE GREEN-EYED MONSTER 137 

merely glanced around. She was dressed for the street 
— ^immaculately, stunnmgly gowned as only a young and 
beautiful woman can gown herself 

“ Where are you gomg, my dear ? ” he inquired, lan- 
guidly 

“ Out,” she responded archly 

She passed through the door He heard her step and 
the rustle of her skirts m the hall, then he heard the 
front door open and close For some reason, not qmte 
clear even to himself, it surprised him , she had never 
done a thmg like that before He walked to the front 
ivmdow and looked out His wife went straight down 
the street, and turned the first comer After a tune he 
wandered away to the j library to nurse an emobon he 
had never felt before It was curiosity 

Mrs van Safford did not return home for luncheon, so 
he sat down alone Afterwards he mouched about the 
house restlessly for an hour or so, then he went down 
town. He appeared at home agam lust m tune to dress 
for dinner 

“ Has Mrs van'Safford returned ? " was his first ques- 
bon of Baxter, who opened the door 

‘ Yes, sir, half an hour ago,” responded Baxter 

She’s dressmg ” 

Mr van Safford ran up the steps to his own apart- 
ments At dmner his wife was radiant, rosdy radiant 
The flush of perfect health was m her cheeks and her 
eyes sparkled beneath their long lashes She smiled 
brilliantly upon her husband. To him it ivas all as if 
some great thmg had been taken out of his hfe, leavmg 
it desolate, then as suddenly returned Unnamed emo- 
bons struggled withm him prompted by that curiosity 
of the morrung, and a dozen quesbons hammered insist- 
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the heritage of late hours At ten minutes past eleven 
he appeared m the breakfast room. 

“ Mrs van Safford has been down ,I suppose ? ” he 
mquned of a maid , ' 

“ Oh yes, sir,” she rephed. “ She’s gone out” 

Mr van Safford lifted his brows inquiringly 
” She was down a few minutes after eight o’clock, 
sir,” the; maid explamed, " and burned through her 
breakfast ” 

“ Did she leave any word ? ” 

“ No, sir ” 

“ Be back to luncheon ? ” 

“ She didn’t say, sir ” 

Mr van Safford fimshed his breakfast silently and 
thoughtfully About noon he, too, went out One of 
the first persons he met down town was Mrs Blacklock, 
and she rushed toward him with outstretched hand. 

“ I’m so glad to see you," she bubbled, for Mrs Black- 
lock was of that rare type which can bubble becora- 
mgly » But where, m the name of goodness, is your 
wife ? I haven't seen her for weeks and weeks ? " 

‘ Haven’t seen her for — ” Mr van Safford repeated, 
slowly , 

No,” Mrs Blacklock assured tum “ I can’t imagme 
where she is keeping herself ” 

Mr van Safford gazed at her m dumb bewilderment 
for a moment, and the hnes about his mouth hardened 
despite his efforts to control himself 
* I had an impression,” he said deliberately, “ that 
you saw her yesterday — that you went shopping to- 
gether ? ” 

Goodness, no It must bo three weeks since I saw 
her ” 
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against his own, so — so he kissed her instead. And really 
he wasn’t at all to be blamed. She sighed happily, and 
laid aside her hat and gloves 

“ I simply couldn’t get here any sooner,” she explamed 
pontmgly as she glanced mto his accusmg eyes. “ I 
was out with Nell Blakesley m her big, new tounng car, 
and it broke down and we had to send for a man to 
repan it, so — ” 

He didn’t hear the rest , he was stanng into her eyes, 
steadily, mqumngly Truth shone tnumphant there , 
he could only beheve her Yet — ^yet — that other thmg 1 
She hadn’t told him the truth 1 In her face, at last, he 
read uneasiness as he contmued to stare, and for a mo- 
ment there was silence 

“ What’s the matter. Van ? ” she inquired sohat- 
ously » Don’t you feel weU ? ” 

He pulled himself together with a start and for a 
time they chatted of inconsequential ttungs as she ate 
He watched her until she pushed her dessert plate aside, 
then casually, quite casually ^ 

I beheve you said you were gomg to call on Mrs 
Blacklock to-morrow ? ” 

She looked up quickly 

Oh no,” she rephei ” I was with her all day yes- 
erday, shoppmg I said I had called on her ” 

Mr van Safford arose suddenly, stood glaring down at 
er for an instant, then tunung abruptly left the house, 
nvoluntanly she had started up, then she sat down 
agam and wept softly over her coffee Mr van Safford 
sccnicd to have a very defimte purpose for when he 
reiwhcd the club ho went straight to a telephone booth, 
^bss Blakesley over tlie ivire 
■“ly Wife said somethmg about — something about — " 
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overcome by fears, suspicions, hideous possibdities, he 
ran out of the house after her 
She had ‘not been out of his sight more than half a 
rmnute when he reached the comer, yet now — now she 
was gone He looked on both sides of the street, up and 
down, but there was no sign of her — not a woman m 
sight. He knew that she would not have had tune to 
reach the next street below, then he readdy saw the 
two obvious possibihties One was that she had stepped 
mto a waitmg cab and been driven away at fuU speed , 
another that she had entered one of the nearby houses 
If so, which house ? Who did she know m this street ? 
He turned the problem over m his mmd several tunes, 
and then he was convinced that she had humed away m 
a waitmg cab That emotion which had begun as cun- 
osity was now a raging, turbulent torrent 
On the followmg mommg Mrs van Safford came down 
to breakfast at fifteen mmutes of eight She seemed a 
httle tired, and there was a trace of tears about her eyes 
Baxter looked at her curiously 

“ Has Mr van Safford been down yet ? ” she asked. 

“ No, Madam,” he rephed 
“ Did he come m at ^ last mght ? ” 

“ Yes, Madam About half past two I let hun in. 
He had forgotten his key ” 

Now as a matter of fact at that particular moment 
Mr van Safford was standmg just around the comer, 
lour doors down, waitmg for his wife Just what he 
mtended to do when she appeared was not qmte clear 
m his mmd, but the affair had gone to a point where he 
felt that he must do something So he waited impa- 
tiently, and smoked mmunerable agars. Two hours 
passed He glanced around the comer No one m sight. 
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CHAPTER XV 

TWO AXD TWO AGAIX MATTR FOtJE 
opened the door 

Please, sir," she said, “ there’s a young gentl em a n 
liaving a fit in the reception room,” 

I*rofessor Augustus S F X. Van Dusen — ^The Think- 
ing ilachine — turned away from his laboratory table 
nnd squinted at ier aggressively Her eyes were dis- 
tended with nervous excitement and her wrinkled hands 
t'visted the apron she wore. 

Having a fit ^ ” snapped the scientist. 

‘ Yes su ’’ she gasped. 

“ Dear me I Dear me * How ann nying ! " expostu- 
lated the man of achievement, petulantly “ Just what 
^rt of a fit IS it — epileptic, apoplectic or merely a fit of 
langhter ? ” 

“Lord, sir, I don’t know,’’ Martha confessed helji- 
lessly “ Re's just a-ualkmg and a-taUong and a-puU- 
ing his hair sir ’’ 

“ \Vhat name ? ’’ 

I — I forgot to ask, su ’’ apologized the aged servunt, 
it surprised me so to see a gentleman a-iwgglmg hke 
He sard though he’d been to Pohce Headquarters 
and Detecti\e Mallory sent hun.’ 

The emment logiaaii dried his hands snrl started tor 
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“ That would have been a nice thing to do,” remarked 
the saentist crustily “You beheve, then, that there 
may be another — ” 

“ Don’t say it,” burst out the young man passionately 
He arose. His face was dead white “ Don’t say it,” 
he repeated, menacingly 

The Thinking Machme was silent a moment, then 
glanced up m the blazmg eyes and cleared his throat 
“ She never did such a thmg before ? ” he asked. 

No, never ” 

Does she — did she — ever speculate ? ” 

Mr van Safford sat down again. 

” Never,” he responded, positively " She wouldn’t 
know one stock from another ” 

’ Has her own bank account ? ” " 

Yes — nearly four himdred thousand dollars. This 
her father’s gift at our weddmg It was deposited 
m her name, and has remained so My own mcome is 
more than enough for our uses.” ' 1 

“ You are nch, then ? ” 

“ My father left me nearly two milhon dollars,” was 
the reply “ But this all doesn’t matter What I 

want ” , . ' I j 

“ Wait a mmute,” mterrupted The Thmkmg Machme 
testily There was a long pause. " You have never 
quarrelled senously ? ” ’ > 

“ Never one cross word,” was the reply 1 
“ Remarkable,” commented The Thmkmg Machme 
ambiguously “ How long have you been married ? ” 

“ Two years — ^last Jime.” 1 

“ Most remarkable,” supplemented the scientist. Mr 
van Safford stared. " How old are you ? ” 

“ Thirty ” 



,, :^ut3SB3x<3 

:}.on ‘st -qoniM. Suit[:^auios jaAODim 

o:). aiom axe 9M „ *J9t[:).o p9rvsind ,/nois 

-nxonoo potSox "b ox snxx 9nsxTid 9 AV xu9moTii 9nx 'x^A >, 
•jfCxxugxoTA ‘p9poxdx9 ttetu StmoA oqx „ 

,, — ^ui xBtranuo Sonxx^uB st 9 J 9 txx X'^qx „ ‘XSiX 
-noTOS 91XX p9ninxnoo ^/gsjuod jo pAoijoq xpop tio^ „ 

AX9X’BxnoD-B os sxqSnoqx siq ss9jdx9 ono 
guios pirg oj pgAoggi Qpj^ p9Ui99s piog-Bg ttea ' 

. ^/Arerapjo 

-•BjpxQ Axxosp^d! 'Axixirenb hoatS "b x'nogji^ moxqojd "e 

I 'SI XI „ p9tl9d99p S9X2XniJAV 9qX ‘IST3X X^ 

pgxnouraioo oq ^/JiBg-e oAisnxa 'oxqiSuBxtn jsom b s,xi „ 

, 90U9S9ld 

» 

s^jgqxo P snoiAqqo ^XJiiai'BddB sbav oq puB 'MOiq gqjx 
-omop gqx in pgjBaddB pBq S9irq niqx pi9A9s js^X 

-II9I0S 9qx JO 9DBJ p9II9ZIA\ '9XBd Oqj pOOUBJ^ 

oq 9imx oj oraij uioj£ st\oaj 9U qjiiA qx^oj puB 

qoBq pgoBd puB osoxe ubui 3 unoA 9qx puB ' 9 snBd jgqjo 

-UB SBAV 9J9qX ^gauq p9J9A\SUB pJOJJBS UBA 'jpj; pnB 

Apxsiuo suoijsgnb gqx XT^o X^^s guiqoBj^ Suiquiqx '' 

<c'ON » 

i gqs SBH „ 

« OK » 

^ sjgjsis JO sjgqjojq Aub no A oabji ,, 

.. ou'oisx,, 

^ ^ X^os XuB JO axqtiojj x^jugui Xub pBq j9A9u SBq oq^ „ 

^^'AlbiiubJl ui 'oa\x-Axu9AYX ,, 
"Xsixnoios 9qx pgpirEUigp i ojiaa jnoit si pxo moh „ 

•Suiuoijsgnb gqx Jo pugjj oqx oos jon 
pro AxuiBxd pjojjBg UBA •j]\r *9snBd Suoj "b sba\ ojsqx 

j^'AbI(\[ X^I 93UIS — sqxuoin X15 „ 

^ Xjnqx U99q no A 9ABq §uox avoji ,, 

’ 3 SV 0 3 HX NO NOSSSXOHdL 3 HX 



TWO AND TWO AGAIN ]\IAKE FOUR 149 

^ van Salford’s face was perfectly white , his hands 
were clenched desperately Then the loyalty to the 
Woman he loved flooded his heart 

‘ It’s nothing of that kind,” he exclaimed, and yet 
his Own heart misgave him “ My wife is the dearest, 
noblest, sweetest woman m the world And yet — ” 

Yet you are jealous of her,” interrupted The Thmk- 
Machme “ If you are so sure of her, why annoy 
nie With your troubles ? ” 

The young man read, perhaps, a deeper meanmg 
than The Thinking Machme had mtended for he started 
forward impulsively The T hinkin g Machme contmued 
to Squint at him impersonally, but did not change his 
posibon. 

All young rnen are fools,” he went on, blandly, 
^d I may add that most of the old ones are, too 
^ut now the question is What purpose can your wife 
nave m actmg as she has, and m misrepresenting those 
nets to you ? Of course we must spy upon her to find 
out, and the answer may be one that wiU wreck your 
future happmess It may be, I say I don’t know 
Do you still want the answer ? ” 

I want to know — I want to know,” burst out Mr 
Van Safford, harshly “ I shall go mad unless I know ” 
The Thmkmg Machme contmued to sqmnt at him 
with almost a gleam of pity m his eyes — almost but not 
fluite. And the habitually irritated voice was m no 
way softened when he gave some exphcit and definite 
instructions 

“ Go on about your affairs,” he commanded. “ Let 
thmgs go as they are Don't quarrel wth your wife , 
contmue to ask your questions because if you don’t 
she’ll suspect that you suspect , report to me any change 
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An hour later Hutchinson Hatch, reporter, called on 
hss Gladys Beckman, a young society woman who was 
^ intimate of Mrs van Safford’s before the latter's 
Carnage. Without feeling that he was dallying with the 
™th Hatch informed her that he called on behalf of Mr 
SafforcL She began to smile He laid the case be- 
we her emphatically, seriously and with great detail 
he more he explained the more pleasantly she smiled 

t made him uncomfortable but he struggled on to the 
end. 

.1 D d,” evclairaed Miss Beekman 

I — I couldn’t believe she would '* ' 

Then came a sudden gust of laughter which left 
'itchinson Hatch, reporter, with the feeing that he was 
imposed upon It continued for a full mmute — 
2 - hearty, npphng, musical laugh. ' Hatch gnnned sheep- 
isnly Then, wthout an excuse. Miss Beekman ' arose 
^d left the room In the hall there came a' fresh burst, 
^d Hatch heard it d3ang away in the distance. ' 

Well,” he muttered gnmiy “ I’m glad I was able 
to amuse her ” ' ' ' 

Then he called upon a Mrs Francis, a young matron 
whom he had cause to beheve was also favoured with 
Mrs van Safford’s friendship He laid' the case before 
and she laughed 1 Then Hutchmson Hatch, reporter, 
tiegan to get mule-headed about it He visited eight 
other women who were known to be on friendly terms 
with Mrs van Safford. Six of them intimated that he 
Was an impertinent, prymg mquisitive person and — 
the other two laughed 1 Hatch paused a moment and 
rubbed his fevered brow ' ' 1 ' ' 

“ Here’s a corkmg good ]oke on-> somebody,” he told 
himself, “ and I’m beginnmg to t h i nk it’s me 
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car After she got there she wandered around aim- 
lessly all afternoon, nearly At ten nnnutes of four she 
gave a quarter to a crippled boy He bit it to see if it 
ivas good, found it was, then bought cigarettes with it 
At half past four she left the North End and went into 
a big department store If there’s an5rthmg there she 
didn’t price I can’t remember it She bought a pair 
of shoe-laces The store closed at six, so she went to 
'Imuer in another restaurant I also had dinner We 
left there at half past seven o’clock and went back to the 
Public I ibrary She read until mne o’clock, and then 
Went home Phew ! ” he concluded. 

The Thinkmg Machme had listened with growmg 
and obvious disappomtment on his face He seemed 
so cast down by the recital that Hatch tried to cheer 
him 

" I couldn’t help it you know,” he said by way of 
apology “ That’s what she did.” 

“ She didn’t speak to anyone ? ” 

“ Not a soul but clerks, waiters and hbrary atten- 
dants ” , 

” She didn’t give a note to anyone or receive a note ? 

” No ” 

“ Did she seem to have any purpose at all in anything 
she did ? ” 

“No The impression she gave me was that she 
Was kUhng tune ” 

The Thinking Machme was silent for several imn- 
utes “ I think perhaps — he began. 

But what he thought Hatch didn't learn for he was 
sent away with additional instructions. Ne.\t morning 
found him watching the front of the van Salford house 
again. Mrs. von Salford came out at se\en imnute^ 
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interesting to Hatch in that it showed the end was in 
sight, but it was not illuminating He was still floun- 
dering 

The Thinking Machine started into an adjoimng 
room, then turned back 

“ By the \vay, Mr Hatch,” he asked, “ did you hap- 
pen to find out what was the matter with Miss Blakes- 
ley ? ” 

“ By George, I forgot it,” returned the reporter, 
ruefully 

“ Never nund. I’ll find out ” 

At eleven o’clock Hutchinson Hatch and The Think- 
Machme called at the van Safford home. Mr van 
Safford m person received them > there was a gleam of 
m his face at sight of the dimmutive scientist 
Batch was mtroduced, then ' 

' You don’t know of any other van Safford family 
m this block ? " began the scientist 

** There’s not another family m the city, ivas the 
^Ply “ Why ? ” 

Is your ivife m now ? ” ' 

" No She went out this mommg, as usual” 

“ Now, Mr van Safford I’ll teU you how you may 
bring this matter to an end, and understand it all at 
once Go upstairs to vour wife’s apartments — they 
are probably locked— and call her She won’t answer 
but she’U hear you. Then tell her you understand it 
all, and that you’re sorry She 11 hear that as that alone 
IS what she has been \vaiting to hear for some time. 
When she comes out bnng her down stairs Beheve 
me I should be delighted to meet so clever a woman.” 

Mr van Safford was looking at him as if he doubted 
his sanity 
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you gentlemen mto this affair," Mrs. van Safford 
apologized, charmingly “ Really I feel very much 
ashamed of myself for—” 

It s of no consequence, madam,” The Thinkmg 
Machme assured her “ It’s the first opportmutv I 
is-ve ever had of studying a woman^s muii It was 
not at all logical, but it was very — very instructive I 
®ay add that it was effective, too ” 

He bowed low, and fu min g picked up his hat. 

But your fee ? ” suggested Mr van Safford. 

Hie T^nkmg Machine squmted at hun sourly “ Oh, 
yss, my fee,” he mused. “ It will be just five thousand 
dollars ” 

Five thousand dollars ? ” exclaimed Mr van Safford. 

‘ Five thousand dollars,” repeated the saentist 

“ Why, man, it’s perfectly absurd to talk — ” 

^frs van Safford laid one white hand on her hus- 
band’s arm. He glanced at her and she smiled radiantly 

^ Don’t you thmk I’m worth it. Van ? ’ she asked, 
archly 

He wrote the cheque The Thinkmg Machme scrib- 
bled his name across the back m a crabbed httle hand, 
^d passed it on to Hatch. 

“ Please hand that to some charitable organization,” 
he duected. “ It was an excellent lesson, Mrs van 
Safford Good day ” 

Professor Augustus S F X. Van Dusen, scientist, 
and Hutchinson Hatch, reporter, walked along side by 
ade for two blocks, ivithout speaking The reporter 
broke the silence 

“ Wliy did you want to know what was the matter 
mth Miss Blakesley ? ” he asked 

“ I wanted to know if she really had been ill or was 


amt; aq; ;Tiq ‘saim; mios 
;oa — iTioj ai^-ein om; pnB om; astiBoaq „ 'aaBj 

s^jaqiodai aq; ui jaSirg Suo; b qooqs pire pasriBd ;sT;uatos 
aq; pnn 'astiBoag moqnps aq; a\bs j 

'asnoq timo jaq jo joop qoBq aq; ui ;naA\ aqs Avauq x 
uaqM * §iruapuBA\ jo XBp s^pioqBg ttba sj]i\[ jo ;iodaj 
itiOiC mojj sjreq-B jo a;B;s am; aq; pauiSBun x *maq; 
padopAap otSo]; sb uaaq aABq yC;uo p-pioo s;dbj aq; asBO 
srq; nt pajapisnoo sStnq; qy „ ' ';si;itaTos aq; patire^d 
-xa ,/op ptp aqs ;BqAi\. ;sn.C Sutop passnosip ^[;irapiAa 
pBq ajTAA. aq; raoqM. q;TA^ spnauj a;Bmt;ut aaaAi Aaqx „ 

I ;noqB aqoC 

aq; sba\. ;BqA\ — ^paqStiB]; oqM naraoM. asoq; pny „ 

, qn^o siq mojj anoqd, Aq s;TqBq qnp 

s^pjoqBg UBA JO paxuBa; osjb x atioqd, Aq ;'Bq; 
;o§ I ‘adduS JO qono; b q;TA^ qr sban. aqg „ 'i^jdai aq; 
SBAiV ^/pjoqBg TTBA Ji/\[ pBaxsim o; SuT;dtna;;B ^Cxaiara 

'asvo 3HX NO NOSSadOHd aHX 8^1 



CHAPTER XVI 


AN OPEHA BOX 

Gradually the hghts dimmed and the great audience 
an impalpable, shadowy mass broken here and 
there by the vagrant ghnt of a jewel or the gleam of 
white shoulders There was a prelimmary blare of 
noms, then the crashing anvil chorus of “ H Trovatore ” 
^^®g3n. Sparks spattered and flashed as' the sledges 
rose and fell m exquisite rhythm while the clangorous 
music roared through the big theatre. ' 

Eleanor Ohver' arose, and movmg from the' front of 
the box mto the gloom at the rear, leaned her head 
weanly against the latticed partition Her mother, 
beside whom she had been sittmg, glanced up inquir- 
mgly as did her father and their guest Sylvester 
Kmght. f 

“ What’s the matter, my dear ? ” asked Mrs Ohver 
“ Those sparks and that' noise give me a headache," 
she explained " Father, sit m front there if you wish 
I’U stay here m the dark until I feel better " > 

Mr Ohver took the seat near his wife and Knight 
immediately lost mterest m the' stage, turmng tus 'chair 
to face Eleanor She seemed a httle pale and min gled 
eagerness and anxiety m his face showed his concern. 
They chatted together for a mmute or so and under 
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“ Fainted ? ” e's.claimed Mrs Oliver as she arose 
“ Fainted ? ” 

She pushed her chair back and m a moment was 
beside her daughter chafing her hands Mr Ohver 
turned and glanced at them with languid mterest 
" What’s the matter now ? ” he inquired 
“ We’E have to go,” rephed Mrs Ohver “ Eleanor 
has fainted.” 

“ Again ? ” he asked impatiently 
Kmght hovered about anxiously, helplessly as the 
father and mother worked with the girl Fmally m 
some way he never understood Eleanor was lifted out, 
stiU unconscious and white as death, and removed m a 
waitmg carnage to her home. Two physicians were 
summoned and disappeared mto her boudoir while 
Kmght paced back and forth restlessly behveen the 
smoking room and the hall Mrs Ohver was with her 
daughter , Mr Ohver sat quietly smokmg 

” I wouldn’t worry,” he advised the young man 
after a few minutes “ She has a tnck of famtmg like 
that You will know more about her after awhde — 
when she is Mrs Kmght ” 

From somewhere upstans came a scream and Kmght 
started nervously It was a shnll, penetrating cry that 
tore straight through him Mr Ohver took it phleg- 
mabcaUy, even smiled at his nervousness. 

“ That’s my wife famtmg,” he explained. “ She 
always does it that way You know,” he added con- 
fidentially, “ my wife and two daughters are so exhausted 
ivith this everlastmg social game that they go off like 
that at any mmute I've talked to them about it but 
they won’t listen ” 

Heedless of the idle, even heartless, comments of the 
6 
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handled stiletto It was dnven m \vith great force 
directly under her left arm and penetrated the heart. 
She must have been dead when she was lifted from the 
bo\ at the opera The stiletto remamed m the wound 
and prevented any flow of blood while its position and 
the short handle caused it to be overlooked when she was 
hfted into the carnage We did not find the knife for 
several nunutes after we amved. It was covered by 
her arm ” 

“ Did you tell my wife ? ’’ asked kir Ohver qmckly 
“ She was present,” the physician went on “ She 
screamed and famted Dr Seaver is attending her 
Her condition is — is not very good Where is your 
’phone ? I must notify the pohce ” 

Mr Ohver started to ask somethmg else, paused and 
dropped back m his chair only to nse instantly and rush 
up the stairs Kmght mto whose face there had come a 
deadly calm stood stone-hke while Dr Brander used the 
telephone At last the physician finished 

“ The calhng of the pohce means that Eleanor did not 
kill herself ? ” asked the young man 

“ It was murder,” was the positive reply “ She could 
not have stabbed herself The kmfe went straight in, 
entenng here,” and he indicated a spot about four inches 
below his left arm “ You see," he explained, “ it took 
a verj' long blade to penetrate the heart ” 

There vas duU despair in Knight’s eyes He dropped 
down at a table with his head on his arms and sat motion- 
less for a long time He looked up once and asked a 
question 

“ Where is the knife ? ” 

“ I have It ” rephed Dr Brander " I sliall turn it 
o\er to the authorities " 
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This gave the reporter something new to think about 
and he was silent as he considered it He saw that 
either of the possibilities suggested by the scientist ivas 
tenable, but on the other hand — on the other hand, and 
there his mind refused to work 

“ You have told me that ICmght was arrested at the 
suggestion of Mr Ohver last mght shortly after the 
pohce learned of the affair,” The Thinking Machme went 
on, musmgly “ Now just what have you or the pohce 
learned as to him ? How do they connect him with the 
affair ? ” 

“ First the pohce acted on the general ground of ex- 
clusive opportumty,” the reporter explamed. '' Then 
Knight was arrested The stiletto used was not an 
ordinary one It had a blade of about seven mches and 
was very slender, but mstead of a guard on it there was 
only %a gold band The handle is a straight, highly 
pohshed piece of wood Around it, below the gold band 
where the guard should have been, there were threads 
as if it had been screwed mto somethmg ” 

“ Yes, yes I see,” the other mterrupted impatiently 
“ It was mtended to be earned hidden m a walking 
cane, perhaps, and ivas screwed doivn with the blade 
in the stick Go on ” 

" Detective Mallory surrmsed that when he saw the 
stiletto,” the reporter contmued) “ so after Knight ivas 
locked up he searched his rooms for the other part — the 
lower end — of the cane ” 

“ And he found it, ivithout the stiletto ? ” 

“ Yes, that’s the chain agamst Knight First, ex- 
clusive opportumty, then the stiletto and the finding of 
the lower end of the cane in lus possession ” 

“ Exclusive fiddlesticks 1 ” exclaimed the scientist 
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Of course that was enough to convict, but early this 
evening the last link in the chain against him was sup- 
phed when Mrs Ohver made a statement to me ” 

The detective paused m enjoyment of the curiosity 
he had aroused 

“ Well ? ” asked The Thmkmg Machine at last 
" Mrs. Ohver heard — understand me — /nard Knight 
threaten her daughter only a few minutes before she was 
found dead ” 

“ Threaten her ? ” exclaimed Hatch, as he glanced at 
The Thmkmg Machme “ By George 1 ” 

Detective Mallory tugged at his moustache com- 
placently 

" Mrs Ohver heard Knight first say something like, 
‘ Please don’t It won’t be very long ’ Her daughter 
answered something she couldn’t catch after which she 
heard Knight say positively, ‘ You mustn’t If you do 
I shall do sometlung desperate ' or somethmg hke that 
Now as she remembers it the tone was threatenmg — 
it must have been raised m anger to be heard above the 
anvils Thus the case is complete ” 

The Thinking Machine and Hatch silently considered 
this new point 

“ Remember this was only three or four mmutes before 
she was found stabbed,” the detective went on ivith 
conviction “ It aU connects up straight from exclusive 
opportunity to the ownership of the shletto , firom that 
to the threat and there you are ” 

“ No motive of course ? ’’-’asked The Thmkmg Ma- 
chme 

“ Well, the question of motive isn’t e-xactly clear but 
our further mvestigations will brmg it out aU nght,” 
the detective admitted. “ I should imagme the motive 
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nate nights during the opera season It was on tne 
first balcony level, to the left as they entered the house 
The first three rows of seats in the balcony ran around 
to and stopped at the box, one of four on that level and 
the furthest from the stage The Thmlong Machme 
pottered around aimlessly for ten mmutes while Hatch 
looked on He entered the box two or three times, 
exammed the curtains, the partitions, the floor and the 
chairs after which he led the way into the lobby 
There he excused himself to Hatch and stopped m the 
Manager’s office He remamed only a few mmutes, 
afterwards climbmg into a cab m which he and Hatch 
were driven back to pohce headquarters 
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dom within a few hours,” said The Thinking Machine 
quite calmly “ TeU me the truth ” 

“ That IS the truth — on my honour ” 

The answer came frankly, and there came a qmck 
gleam of hope m the prisoner’s face 

“ Just where m Italy did you buy that stiletto cane ? ” 
was the next question 
“ In Rome ” 

“ Rather expensive ? ” 

“ Five hundred hra — that is about one hundred 
dollars ” 

“ I suppose they are very common in Italy ? ” 

" Yes, rather ” 

Kmght pressed eagerly against the bars of his cell 4nd 
gazed deeply but uncomprehendingly mto the qmet 
sqmnfang blue eyes 

“ There has never been any sort of a quarrel — senous 
or otherwise between you and Miss Ohver ? ” 

" Never,” was the quick response 
“ Now, only one more question,” said The Flunking 
Machme ” I shall not ask it to hurt you " There was 
a httle pause and Hatch waited expectantly “ Does it 
happen that you know whether or not Miss Ohver ever 
had any other love affair ? ” 

“ Certainly not,” exclaimed the young man, hotly 
" She was just a girl — only twenty, out of Vassar just a 
few months ago and — and — ” 

“ You needn’t say any more,” interrupted Tlie Think- 
ing Machmc “ It isn’t necessarj' Make jour plans 
to leave here toiught, not later tlian midnight It is 
now four o’clock 'lomorrow the newspaptis will ex- 
onerate you ” 

The prisoner seemed ahnost overcome by his emotions 


SI ^IBIU X rajguoo o; noiC j^sb qui ,, 

•psAioq I0ATIO -iH 
,, xreg^ 0:^-Btmpiojim siq^. 
uo pTij B :^9S ^Cbiu qav sdBqjgd quiq:;. x not^BUUojin 

^ ^snC 9UI 9Ai§ UBO noA jt :^T\q ,, ‘^squoios gqx piBS 
,/j9Aqo -iH B qons ^b noA qjr^sip o:^ ytuos uib i ,, 

•p9J9;U9 J9AqO 

puB xjoqs Y 'mgqx ^PI P^ib psMoq :^trBAJ9S oqx 

psniBydxg gq 

-our B gqn; Aiuo qiAV x XBqx 'ssBo^d 'JSAqo *JH qgx „ 

'XtiBAjgs 

ox pJBD B pspuBq XSIXU9T0S 9qx 9J3qx 'HBq uoqd909J: 

9qx oxui puB sd9xs aqx dn 9iiiqoBi/\[ Surqmqx sqx p9A\ox 
"lOJ oxx *9moq J9AqQ aqx p9zraSoo9i pxiB xtao p99irex§ 
qoXBXX ‘paddoxs qBo gqx iixun xusps qxoq 9J9 av i^oqx 

jgqxo 9qx pgxdru 

-jfOXUi ,/9Uiix 9np ur noiC ox aB9p we x^ sqBin qiA\ j „ 

, — Xtiq— xna „ 

,/Xt SuiAOJd 

UIB X sxurod joutui oa\x ao 9U0 JOJ pOAX^S 

SI ui9iqojd gqx „ -gsuodsoj gqx sbav ^/AxuiBXJao „ 

•^Xsnopp9JO 

-ut paqsB oq „ A^isbo os guiqx siqx Jo xtao x^§^I 
ox 9[qB 9q qTA\. noA xBqx gxBdioiX'^ AqBnxoB uoA oq „ 
•AqoBO 9r[x ox x^ 9ab9 xsixu9tds oqx uoqAV uoixBinxsgp aqx 
OXOU ox X^dasp oox Suiquiqx sba\ xpxBH ’Xba\b uoAup 
pj9A\ puB uiBcB qBo 9qx oxui paquiqo Aaqx puouj 
oyixuaios siq ]o XuBduioo oqx ui uaqAv miq ui uoix^uoo 
|Bnsnun ub xou ‘odubjx b Jo XJOS b ui sba\ jax^odoi oqx 

*XUO xu9A\ qoxBH P’^i^ oq puB XqBOiuBqoain „ Aup 

poo 9 „ piBS 'oouBXoiiire jo :qoo| x^SU^ x^ siaSuq 

^9pn9{S siq prr( ouuprjx;; Suiquu]x ^MX oqx qSuoiqx 

pucq undo ub popunx'^o Xpo xi^P 'quods ox x> 0 X-rB^s opi 

HSV3 311 X NO 30SS3303X 3HX 



BEFORE MIDNIGHT 173 

mj' knowledge that your daughter, Eleanor, knew this 
man I will ask, too, that you do not mention his name 
now ” 

He scnbbled hastily on a piece of paper and handed 
it to l^Ir Ohver i^n expression of deep surpnse came 
into the latter’s face and he shook his head 

“ I can answer that question positively,” he said 
“ She does not know him She had never been abroad 
and he has never been in this country imtil now ” 

The Thinking Machme arose with something nearly 
akm to agitation m his face, and his slender fingers 
worked nervously 

" What ? ” he demanded abruptly “ What ? ” Then, 
after a pause " I beg your pardon, sir It startled me 
a httle But are you sure ? ” 

“ Perfectly sure,” rephed Mr Ohver firmly ” They 
could not have met m any way ” , 

For a long time The T hinkin g Machine stood squmtmg 
aggressively at his host with beivilderment plainly ap- 
parent m his manner Hatch looked on with absorbed 
mterest Somethmg had gone ivrong , a cog had 
shpped , the wheels of logic had been thrown out of 
gear 

“ I have made a mistake, Mr Ohver,” said The 
Thmkmg Machme at last “ I '"am sorry to have dis- 
turbed you ” 

Mr Ohver bowed courteously and they were ushered 
out 1 

“ What IS it ? ” asked Hatch anxiously as they once 
more took them seats m the cab 

The Thmkmg Machme shook his head m frank annoy- 
ance 

“ What happened ? ” Hatch insisted 
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his slender hands clasped behind his back Hatch noted 
that the perplexed wrinkles had gone 
“ In adding up a column of figures," began the saentist 
abruptly as he sat down, “ the oversight of even so 
trivial a unit as one will make a glanng error in the 
result You, Mr Mallory, have overlooked a figure one, 
therefore your conclusion is wrong In my first con- 
sideration of this affair I also overlooked a figure one 
and my conclusion toppled over just at the moment 
when it seemed to be corroborated So I had to start 
over , I found the one ” 

“ But this thing agamst Knight is conclusive," said 
the detective explosively 
“ Except for the figure one," added the scientist 
Detective Mallory snorted pohtely 
“ Now here is the logic of the thing," resumed The 
Thinking Machine " It wiU show how I overlooked the 
figure one — that is a vital fact — and how I found it " 

He dropped back into the reflective attitude which 
was so famihar to his hearers, squmt eyes turned up- 
ward and with his fingers pressed tip to tip For several 
“mutes he was silent while Detective Mallory vented his 
impatience by chewing his moustache 

In the beginning," began The Thinkmg Maclune at 
Hst, “ we have a girl, pretty, young and wealthy m a 
hox at the operai with her parents and her fianc6 It 
would seem, at first glance, to be as safe a place as her 
home would be, yet she is murdered mystenously A 
stiletto 13 thrust into her heart We will assume that 
her death occurred in the box j that the kmfe thrust 
came while she was in a dead famt This temporary 
Unconsciousness would account for the fact that she did 
not scream, as the heart would have been pierced by a 
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on words to fittingly express his disgust, so he remained 
sdent 

“ ^Vhen I considered what manner of man Mr lOught 
IS and the singular nature of the crime,” resumed the 
saenbst, “ I had no hesitancy m assuring Mr Hatch 
that you had the ivrong man After we first saw you 
we exanuned the opera box. It was on the left of the 
theatre and separated from the next box by a latticed 
partition It was against this partition that Miss Ohver 
was leamng 

" Remember, I saw the box after I exammed the 
stiletto and while I was seeking a method by which 
another person might have stabb^ her without entermg 
the box I found it By using a sbletto without a 
guard it would have been perfectly possible for a person 
in the next box to have killed her by thrusting the blade 
through the lathee parhhon That is exactly what 
happened.” 

Detechve Mallory arose with a mouth full of words 
They tumbled out m mcoherent surprise and protest, 
then he sat doivn agam The Thinkmg^ Machme was 
shll starmg upward. 

“ I then took steps to learn who was m the ad]oming 
box at the time of her death,” he contmued qmetly 

The manager of the theatre told me it was occupi^ 
by Mr and Mrs Fr anklin Dupree, and their guest an 
Itahan nobleman Itahan nobleman I Itahan sfaletto 1 
You see the conneefaon 

Then we saw Mr Kmght He assured me, and I 
beheved him, that he had never had any other love 
affair, therefore no woman would have had a motive m 
killin g Miss Ohver because of him He was posihve, too, 
that ihss Ohver had never had any other love affair. 
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and address “ Count Leo Tortino, Hotel Teutonic ” 
Hatch and the detective read it simultaneously, then 
Ipoked at The Thmking Machine inquinngly 
“ But I don’t see it yet,” expostulated the detective 
“ This man Knight — ” 

“ Bnefly it is this,” declared the other impatiently 
“ The newspapers carried a story of Florence Oliver’s 
love affair with Count Tortino at the time she was 
travelling m Europe with her mother Accordmg to 
what I read she jilted him and returned to this country 
where her engagement to another man was rumoured. 
That was several months ago Now it doesn’t follow 
that because the Count knew Florence Oliver that he 
knew or even knew of Eleanor Oliver 

” Suppose he came here maddened' by disappomtment 
and seeking revenge, suppose further he inched the 
theatre, as he did, while the anvil chorus was on, the 
party started mto the wrong box and the usher men- 
tioned casually that the Olivers were m there We 
presume he knew Mrs Ohver by sight, and saw her 
He might reasonably have surmised, perhaps he was 
told, that the other woman was Miss Oliver — and Miss 
Ohver meant to him the woman who had jilted him The 
lattice work offered a way, the din of the music covered 
the act — and that’s all It doesn’t really appear — ^it isn’t 
necessary to know — how he carried the stiletto about 
him, or why ” 

The detective was gnawmg his moustache He was 
silent for several minutes trymg to see the tragedy m 
this new hght. 

“ But the threats ICnight made ? ” he mqmred finall y 

" Has he explained them ? ” 

“ Oh, he said something about the girl being ill and 
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CHAPTER XVIII 


THE MISSING NECKLACE 

Mr Bradlee Cdnnyngham Leighton was clever His 
most ardent enenues admitted that Scotland Yard, for 
instance, not only admitted it but insisted on it It 
wasn’t any half hearted msistence, either, for m the 
words of Herbert Conway, one of the Yard’s chief opera- 
tors, he was smooth — “ so smooth that he made ice feel 
like sandpaper ” Whether or not Mr Leighton was 
aware of this delicate comphment does not appear It 
\vas perfectly possible that he was, although he had never 
mentioned it He was a well bred gentleman and was 
aware of many things that he never mentioned 

In his person Mr Leighton had the distmgmshed 
honour of closely resemblmg the immaculate viUam of 
melodrama In his mental attamments, however, Scot- 
land Yard gave him credit for bemg a gemus — far be- 
yond the cigarette smokmg mummer of crime who is 
always transparent and is inevitably caught Mr 
Leighton had never been caught Perhaps that was 
why Scotland Yard insisted on his cleverness and was 
prepared to argue the point 

Jlr Leighton went everywhere At those functions 
where the highest in the social world met, there was ilr 
Leighton He was on e%ery matron’s selected list of 
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sponsible one — he knew it m his own head and heart — 
but that was all He gnawed his scrubby moustache 
fiercely and set to work to prove it, feelmg beforehand 
that it was a vain task 

The absolute sunphcity of the thmg — and m this it 
was like the others — was its most puzzhng feature 
Lady Varron had tendered a reception to the Umted 
States Ambassador at her London house She had 
gathered about her a most distmguished company 
There were ' representatives of England, France and 
Russia , there were some of the most beautiful women 
of the contment , there were two American Duchesses , 
there were a chosen few of the American colony — and 
Mr Leighton It may be well to repeat that he went 
everywhere 

Lady Varron on tbiq occasion wore the famous Varron 
necklace Its mtnnsic value was said to be ^^40,000 , 
associations made it priceless She was dancing with 
the American Ambassador when she slipped on the 
smooth floor and fell, draggmg him down ivith her It 
was an undignified, unromantic thmg, but it happened 
Mr Leighton chanced to be one of those nearest and 
nished to her assistance In an mstant Lady Varron 
and the Ambassador were the centre of a little group 
It was ilr Leighton who lifted Lady Varron to her 
feet 

“ It’s nothmg,” she assured him, simlmg uncertainly 
“ I was a little awkward, that’s alL” 
ilr Leighton turned to assist the Ambassador but 
found him standmg agam and puffing mordmatel> , then 
turned back to Lady Varron 

“ You dropped jour necklace " he remarked blandlj' 

“ My necklace ’ ” 
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tile American Duchesses iv hose lather owned $20,000,000 
worth of soap somewhere m vague Amenca. “ I’d have 
had a fit i£ I’d lost a necklace like that ” 

It was not until next day that Scotland Yard was 
notified of Lady Varron’s loss 

“ Leighton there ? ” was Conway’s first question. 

“ Yes ” 

“ Then he got it,” Conway asserted positively “ I’ll 
get him this time or know why ” 

Yet at the end of a month he neither had him, nor 
did he know why He had mtercepted messengers, he 
had opened letters, telegrams, cable dispatches , he had 
questioned servants , he had taken advantage of the 
absence of both Mr Leighton and his valet to search 
his exqmsite apartments He baa done all these things 
and more — all that a severely conscientious man of his 
profession could do, and had gnawed his scrubby mous- 
tache down to a disreputable ragged fine But of the 
necklace there was no clue, no trace, nothmg 

Then Conway heard that Mr Leighton was gomg to 
the Umted States for a few months 

“ To take the necklace and dispose of it,” he declared 
out of the vexation of his own heart ” If he ever gets 
aboard ship with it I've got him — either I’ve got him 
or the United States customs ofi&cials will have him ” 
Conway could not brmg himself to beheve that Mr 
Leighton, with all his cleverness, would dare try to dis- 
pose of the pearls m England and he flattered himself 
that Leighton could not have sent them elsewhere — 
too close a watch had been kept. 

It transpired naturally that when the Boston bound 
hner Romanic, saded from Liverpool four days later not 
only was Mr Leighton aboard but Conway was there 
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Six bells — eleven o’clock struck The deck was de- 
serted Conway stumbled along through the dark 
toward the smoking room Inside he saw Leighton still 
at play As he paused at the open door he heard 
Leighton’s voice 

“ I’U play until two o’clock, not later,” it said 
Conway made up his mmd instantly He turned, 
retraced hia steps along the deck to Leighton’s room 
where he stoppei He knew Leighton had not burdened 
himself with a valet and thought he knew why, so with- 
out hesitation he drew out several keys and fumbled at 
the lock. It yielded at last and he stepped mside the 
state room, closing the door His purpose was mstantly 
apparent It was to search 
Now Conway had his own ideas of ]ust how a search 
should be conducted First he took Leighton’s wearing 
apparel and patted and pmched it inch by mch , he 
squeezed up neckties, unrolled handkerchiefs, exammed 
shirts and crumpled up sdken hosiery Then he took 
the shoes — half a dozen pairs He had been suspicious 
of shoes smee he once found a dozen diamonds concealed 
m false heels But these heels weren’t false 

Next, stdl ivithout haste or apparent disappointment, 
he turned his attention to the handbag, the suit case 
and the steamer trunk all of which he had emptied 
Such thmgs had been known to have false bottoms and 
secret compartments These had none He satisfied 
himself absolutely on this point by every method known 
to lus art. 

In due time his exanunation came do\vn to the room 
itself He unmade the bed and closely felt of and 
scrutinized the mattress, sheets, blankets, pillows and 
coverlid He took the three drawers from the dressing 
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cheerfully and they left the smoking room together, 
Conway clmging to him as the vme to the oak 
Half way down the deck Conway stumbled and feU 
despite the friendly supportmg arm, and in his effort to 
save himself his hands slid all the way down Leighton’s 
shapely legs Then he was deposited m his state room 
and Leighton returned to his cards smihng 

“ And he hasn’t got them on him,” declared Conway 
emgmatically to, the bare walls He was not mtoxicated 
now 

It was an easy matter next day for him to learn that 
Leighton had left nothmg m the ship’s safe and that his 
four trunks m the hold were inaccessible, bemg buned 
under hundreds of others Whereupon Conway sat down 
to wait and learn what new and ongmal ideas of search- 
mg Uncle Sam’s Customs officers had mvented 
At last came a morning when the wireless telegraph 
operator aboard picked up a signal from shore and 
announced that the Romanic was less than a hundred 
nules from Boston light Later Conway found Leighton 
leamng on the rail, smokmg and gazmg shoreward 

It was three hours or so after that that several pas- 
sengers noticed a motor boat conung toward them 
Leighton watched it ivith idle mterest Finally it circled 
widely and it became apparent that it was commg along- 
side the now slow movmg liner When it was only a 
hundred feet off and the hner was barely creepmg along, 
Leighton grew suddenly mterested 

“By Jove,” he exclaimed, then shouted “Hello, 
Harry 1 ” 

“ Hello Leighton,” came an answermg shout “ Heard 
you were aboard and came out to meet you ” 

There was a rapid fire of unmteresting pleasantries as 
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CHAPTER XIX 

MASTER OF HIS PROFESSION 

The Thinking Machine did not seem to regard the 
problem as at all (hfficult when it came to his atten- 
tion a couple of days later Hutchinson Hatch, re- 
porter, brought It tqhim Hatch had some good friends 
m the Customs Office where Conway had told his story 
He learned from them that that office had refused to 
have an3rtlung to do with the case insisting that the 
Scotland Yard man must be mistaken 

Crushed in spirit, mangled m reputation and taunted 
by Leighton’s final words Conway took a desolate view 
of life. Momentarily he lost even that bull-dog tenacity 
which had never before faltered — lost it all except m so 
far as he still beheved that Leighton was the man It 
was about this time Hatch met him Would he talk ? 
He was burning to talk , caution was a senseless thing 
anjnvay Then Hatch took him gently by the hand and 
led him to The Thinkmg Machme. 

Conway unburdened himself at length and with 
vitnohc emphasis For an hour he went on while the 
scientist leaned back m his chair with his great yellow 
head pillowed on a cushion and sqmnted aggressively 
at the ceding At the end of the hour The Thinkmg 
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“ Yes ” was the reply " We nearly tore it to pieces, 
/en to^k It out of the water We also searched the 
lan on her, Harry Cheshire You must have been 

ustaken ” j f tv, 

“ Are you sure she spoke no one or got nd ot tne 

swels to another vessel ? ” 

“ She didn’t go near another vessel,” was the reply^ 

‘ I met her at the Harbour mouth and came m wth her 
For an instant Conway’s face showed disappointment, 
then came animation agam He was just beginmng to 
°et really mterested m the affair 
” Do you know the Customs ofiScer m charge ? he 
asked. 

“ Yes ” 

“ Introduce me ” 

There was an mtroduction and the three men spoke 
aside for several minutes The result of it was that 
when Leighton sauntered down the gang plank he was 
invited mto a private ofhce He went smilmgly and 
submitted to a search of his person without anger or the 
slightest trace of imeasmess As he came out Conway 
was standmg at the door 

“ Are you satisfied ? ” Leighton asked 
“ No,” blazed Conway, savagely 

” What ? Not after searching me twice and my state 
room once ? ” 

Conway didn’t answer He didn’t dare to at the 
moment, but he stood by when Leighton’s four trunks 
were taken from the hold, and he saw that they were 
searched with the same mmute care that he had given to 
the state room At the fnutless end of it he sat down 
on one of the tnmks and stared at Leighton m a sort or 
admiration. 


ou s^q TiotqM tio^dmnssE ub uo it asBa 

^UB 82IB, 9« JJ aoX. ,0 poi B BDBarX- ” 

»T!tB 3 IDEJ, sm UO UMM nO/C iuj pLAn,!“ 

-oum UB oq „ juq, oiqisi/^1,0 

-^H Smquutx oqx p,ppB ./;uoooum 1 ' is 

osuodxa uno^ ,u jpsuzn, Su.snuu= bbm bIJ’S™ " 
..-^.ipunq uq, „ 

OAuq ,q 3 rni aq j-eq, SBjBD.pui ^q, sL, ouo 
•miq q,m maq, ^ “Z.“ a 

;suoqB 34 saAui ano^ uZrnoT 

- ” 

SuiHp fuoipB pajuBM aq uo.ssajoad 

s^nr jna snouno ^ipijadcq i,uo sum -LZl Z 

^^«uo3 fmaaq tBo.pfiBUB pqppuoAi pq, TZmoo 

ppoAV oiaqAiatuos pa, pq, Suiqpiuos 'araiSuBt luZ 

-amos ;^q; ‘:^s^d gq^ uioji ‘Mauq iidibtt ^ 

oirq ,B Suipp ,Bs .apoda. aq, p^ ZZ ajiSsm 

s,q poiPpmq amqoBH Su.qu.qx m sm., Sue, b Z 

,, 9 DUBJB 9 ddB PTC J 9 UTCUI 'qoagds UI ‘S 9 j^ ^ 

« I ^‘BUiqsqSug ub — miq tibd q<& 
aJiq^qO iuBH-J^oq ppur aq, ui ubu. aq^M - 
•ituA.uoo paqdai „‘OAV,-^,uaAas puu paapunq auQ ” 

, •paqsB isn. 

.U0IDS aq; ,/aDBp{D 9 u aq; ui aaa^ s 9 uo;s ^tcih moh „ 

^ „ uo;q§ia']; ;daDxa 'Avatiq 

UBUi XuE SB uo;qSi9q ;o qomu sb A\9uq puB Aiauq Aba\ 

-uo^ SB uiaiqojd uojJBy\^ aq; jo qonui sb A\9Trq amqoBpf 

■a:svo aHx no Hosssxo^d anx 1^61 



MASTER OF HIS PROFESSION 195 

established fact to support it We will have to dispose 
of every other person who might h^e stolen the necklace 
and pm it down to Leighton Further, we will have to 
assume out of hand that he brought the jewels to this 
country ” 

The Scotland Yard man was gettmg mterested. 

That IS not good logic, yet when we assume all thiq 
for our present purposes the problem is a sim ple one 
And by assummg it we prove that your search of the 
state room was not thorough Did you, for instance, 
happen to look on the under side of the slats m the 
berth ? Do you k>u)W that the necklace, or its unset 
pearls, did not hang down m the dram pipe from the 
water bowl ? " 

Conway snapped his fingers m annoyance. These 
were two thmgs he had not done 

There are other possibdities of course,” resumed 
The Thinkmg Machme, “ therefore the search for the 
necklace was useless Now we must take for granted 
that, if they came to this country at all, they came in one 
of those places and you overlooked them Obviously 
Mr Leighton would not have left them m the trunks m 
the hold. Therefore we assume further that he hid 

them m his state room and threw them mto the motor 
boat. 


In that event they were m the motor boat when it 
left the Romamc and we must beheve they were not m 
it when it docked. Yet the motor boat neither spoke 
nor approached any other vessel The jewels wen, 
not thrown into tlie water The man Cheshire could 


not have swallowed one hundred and seventy-two 
great part of them — tlierefore, wliat 

liave we ? ” 
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don’t think you’ll have much trouble finding them 
because they cannot foresee thei^ danger The pearls 
iviU be unset and you will find them possibly m small 
oil-silk bags, no larger than your httle finger When 
you find them take steps to apprehend both this man 
and Leighton Call Detective Mallory when you get 
them and bnng them here.” 

“ But— but— ” stammered Conway 
“ Come on,” commanded Hatch 
And Conway went 

****** 

The sleepy httle old town of Scituate sprawls along 
two or three rmles of Massachusetts coast, facmg the sea 
boldly m a senes of chffs which nse up and sink away 
with the utmost suddenness The town was settled two 
or three hundred years ago and nothing has ever happened 
there smce. It was here, atop one of the chffs, that 
Henry C H Manderhng had lived alone for two or three 
months He had gone there m the Sprmg wth other 
city folks who dreamed their Summers away, and occu 
pied a queer httle shack through which the salt breezes 
wandered at wilL A tmy bam was attached to the 
I1OIIS6 

Hutchinson Hatch and the Scotland Yard man found 
the house without difficulty and entered it without hesi- 
tation There was no one at hand to stop them, or to 
interfere with the search they made The simple lock 
on the door was no obstacle In less than half an bour 
the skilful hands of the Scotland Yard man had turned 
out a score or more small oil-silk bags, no larger than 
his httle finger He ripped one open and six pearls 
dropped mto his hand. 

“ They’re the Varron pearls all right,' he exclaimed 
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*' Did you bind him ? ’’ Conway asked. 

" Yes,” Hatch responded “ Are you wounded ? ” 

“ Sure,” rephed the Scotland Yard man. “ He got 
me m the left arm I never knew him to carry a re- 
volver before It’s lucky those two shots were aU he 
had.” 

****** 

( 

The Thinkmg Machine put the iinishmg touches on 
the bindmg of Conway’s wound — ^it was trivial — then 
turned to his other visitors These were Harry Cheshire, 
or Manderlmg, and Detective Mallory to whom he had 
been dehvered a prisoner on the arrival of Hatch and 
Coirway m Boston A general alarm had been sent out 
for Leighton 

Conway apparently didn’t care anything about the 
wound but he had a frank curiosity as to ]ust what 
The Thinking Machme had done and how those thmgs 
which had happened had been brought to pass ' 

“ It was all ridiculously simple,’' began the scientist 
at last m explanation, ” It came down to this How 
could one hundred and seventy-two pearls be transferred 
from a boat forty miles at sea to a safe place ashore ? 
The motor boat did not speak or approach any other 
vessel > obviously one could not throw them ashore and I 
have never heard of such a thmg as a framed fish which 
might have brought them m Now what are the only 
other ivays they could have reached shore with compara- 
tive safety ? ” 

He looked from one to another mquinngly Each in 
turn shook his head. Manderlmg, or Cheshire, was 
silent 

‘1 There are only two possible answers,” said the 
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mg Machine, " by boldness and cleverness Suppose, 
when Lady Varron fell, Leighton had had a stout clastic 
fastened high up at the shoulder, sa.y, inside his coat 
sleeve and the end of this elastic had a clamp of some 
sort, and was drawn down until the elastic was taut, 
and fastened to his cuff ? Remember that this man was 
always waiting for an opportunity, and was alwaj'S 
prepared to take advantage of it Of course he did not 
plan the thing as it happened. 

" Say that the necklace dropped off as he leaned over 
to help Lady Varron In the momentary excitement he 
could, under their very noses, have fastened the clamp 
to the necklace Instantly the jewels would have dis- 
appeared up his sleeve and he could have submitted to 
any sort of perfunctory search of his pockets as he 
suggested.” 

“ That’s a trick professional gamblers have to get nd 
of cards,” remarked Detective Mallory 

“ Oh, it isn’t new then ? ” asked The Thinkmg Ma- 
chine “ Immediately he left the ball-room he hid this 
necklace as he had hidden other jewels, and before you 
knew of the theft, wrote and mailed full directions 
to Mr Manderlmg here what to do You did not m- 
tercept any letters, of course, untd after you knew of this 
theft Leighton had perhaps had other deahngs ivith 
Mr Manderlmg m other parts of the world, when he 
ivas not so closely ivatched as in this particular instance 
I daresay, however, he had them all planned carefully 
for fear the very thmg that did happen m this case 
would happen ” 

Half an hour later Conway shook hands with The 
T h i nk ing Machine, thanked him heartily and the httle 
party dispersed. 
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CHAPTER XX 

THE PHANTOM MOTOR 

Two dazzling white eyes bulged through the night as an 
automobile swept suddenly around a curve m the ivide 
road and laid a smooth, glaring pathway ahead. Even 
at the distance the rhythmical crackhng-chug mfonned 
Speaal Constable Baker that it was a gasohne car, and 
t;he headlong swoop of the unbhnkmg hghts toward 
him made him instantly aware of the fact that the 
speed ordmance of Yarborough County was bemg a 
httle more than broken — ^it was bemg obhterated 

Now the County of Yarborough was a ivide e'^panse 
of summer estates and superbly kept roads, level as a 
floor, and offered distractmg temptations to the dangerous 
pastime of speedmg But against this was the fact 
that the county was particular about its speed laws, so 
particular m fact that it had stationed half a hundred 
men upon its highways to abate the nuisance Inci- 
dentally it had found that keepmg record of the m- 
fractions of the law was an excellent source of mcome 
“ Forty miles an hour if an mch," remarked Baker to 
himself. 

He arose from a camp stool where he was wont to 
make himself comfortable from six o’clock imtil mid- 
mght on watch, picked up his lantern, turned up the 
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“ Give me ? ” exclaimed Boumian, m nghteous m- 
dignation “ Give me nothing I haven’t seen a car ” 
A slight sneer curled the lips of Special Constable 
Baker 

“ Of course that’s all nght to report at headquarters,” 
he said, “ but I happened to know that the auto came 
in here, that it didn’t go back my way, that it couldn’t 
get out except at the ends, therefore it went your way ” 
He was silent for a moment " And whatever you got, 
Jun, seems to me I ought to get half ” 

Then the worm — L e , Bowman — turned A pohte 
curl appeared about his lips and was permitted to show 
through the grizzled moustache 
” I guess,” he said dehberately, “ you think because you 
do that everybody else does I haven’t seen any autos ” 
“ Don’t I always give you half, Jim ? ” Baker de- 
manded, almost pleadingly 

” Well I haven’t seen any car and that’s all there is 
to it If it didn’t go back your way there wasn’t any 
car ” There was a pause , Bowman was framing up 
somethmg particularly unpleasant. “ You’re seemg 
thmgs, that’s what’s the matter ” ' 

So was sown discord between two officers of the 
County of Yarborough After awhile they separated 
ivith mutual sneers and open dension and went back to 
their respective posts Each was thoughtful m his own 
ivay At five nunutes of midmght when they went off 
duty Baker called Bowman on the ''phone agam 

“ I’ve been thinkmg this thmg over, Jun, and I guess 
it would be ]ust as well if we didn’t report it or say any- 
thmg about it when we go in,” said Baker slowly ” It 
seems foohsh, and if we did say an3d;hmg about it it 
would give the boys the laugh on us " 
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that there were four persons in the car dimly silhouetted 
againit tlie light reflected from the road It was useless, 
of comse, to conjecture as to sex for even as he looked 
the fast receding car swerved around the turn and was 
lost to sight 

Again he ruslied to the telephone , Bowman responded 
promptly 

“ That car’s gone m again,” Baker called. “ Ninety 
miles an hour Look out I ” 

“ I’m looking,” responded Bowman ' 

Let me know what happens,” Baker shouted. 

With the receiver to his ear he stood for ten or fifteen 
minutes, then Bowman hallooed from the other end 

“ Well ? ” Baker responded “ Got ’em ? ” 

“ No car passed through and there’s none m sight,” 
said Bowman 

“ But It went m,” msisted Baker 

‘ Well, it didn’t come out here,” declared Bowman 

Walk along the road tiU I meet you and look out 
for it ” 

Then was rejieated the search of the night before 
When the two men met m the middle of The Trap their 
faces were blank — blank as the high stone walls which 
S’! them from each side 
Nothmg 1 ” said Bowman 
Nothing 1 ” echoed Baker 

Special Constable Bowman perched his head on one 
side and scratched his grizzly chm 

You re not trymg to put up a job on me ? ” he m- 
quned coldly » You did see a car ? ” 

I certainly did,” declared Baker, and a belbgerent 
tone underlay his manner " I certainly saw it, Jim, 
and if it didn’t come out your end, why — ^why ” 
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white lights burst into view far down tlie road and 
Baker, m evcitement, dropped liis pipe 
“ That's her,” lie declared " Look at her coming ! ” 
And Hatch did look at her coming The speed of 
the mysterious car was such as to make one look Like 
the eyes of a giant the two lights came on toward them, 
and Baker perfunctorily went through the motions of 
attemptmg to stop it The car fairly \\ hizzed past them 
and the rush of air which tugged at their coats was con- 
vincmg enough proof of its solidity Hatch strained his 
eyes to read the number as the auto flashed past But 
it was hopeless The tail of the car was lost m an eddy- 
ing whirl of dust 

" She certainly does travel,” commented Baker, softly 
“ She does,” Hatch assented 

Then, for the benefit of the newspaper man, Baker 
called Bowman on the wire 
“ Car’s coming again,” he shouted ” Look out and 
let me know " 

Bowman, at his end, waited twenty mmutes, then 
made the usual repiort — the car had not passed Hut- 
chinson Hatch was a calm, cold, dispassionate young 
man, but now a queer, creepy sensation stole along his 
spmal column He hghted a cigarette and pulled him- 
self together with a ]erk 

There’s one way to find out where it goes,” he 
declared at last, emphatically, “ and that’s to place a 
man m the middle just beyond the bend of The Trap 
and let him wait and see If the car goes up, down, or 
evaporates he’ll see and can tell us ” 

Baker looked at him curiously 
I d hate to be the man in the middle,” he declared 
There was somethmg of uneasmess m his manner 
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Baker over the wire and Baker watched half an hour for 
the phantom It didn’t appear 
Ultimately all thmgs reach the newspapers So with 
the story of the phantom auto, Hutchinson Hatch, 
reporter, smiled incredulously when his City Editor 
laid aside an inevitable cigar and tersely stated the 
known facts. The known facts m this instance were 
meagre almost to the disappeanng pomt They con-, 
sisted merely of a corroborated statement that an auto^ 
mobile, solid and tangible enough to all appearances, 
rushed into The Trap each mght and totally disappeared. 

But there was enough of the bizarre about it to pique 
the cunosity, to make one wonder, so Hatch Journeyed 
down to Yarborough County, an hour’s nde from the 
city, met and talked to Baker and Bowman and then, 
m broad dayhght strolled along The Trap twice It 
was a leisurely, thorough investigation with the end m 
view of findmg out how an automobile once inside might 
get out agam ivithout gomg out either end 
On the first trip through Hatch paid particular atten- 
tion to the Thomas Q Rogers side of the road The 
wall, nme feet high, was an unbroken hue of stone with 
not the slightest indication of a secret wagon-way through 
it anywhere Secret ^vagon-way ! Hatch smiled at 
the phrase But when he reached the other end — ^Bow- 
man’s end — of The Trap he was perfectly convinced of 
one thmg — that no automobile had left the hard, mac- 
adarmzed road to go over, under or through the Thomas 
Q Rogers wall Returrung, still leisurely, he paid strict 
attention to the John Phelps Stocker side, and when he 
reached the other end — Baker’s end — he was convinced of 
another thing — that no automobile had left the road to 
go over, imder or through the John Phelps Stocker wall 
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CHAPTER XXI 

THE GAP IN THE TRAIL 

Like a child ivith a troublesome problem. Hatch took 
the entire matter and laid it before Professor Augustus 
S F X Van Dusen, the master bram The Thmkmg 
Machine, with squmt eyes turned steadily upward and 
long, slender fingers pressed tip to tip hstened to the 
end 

“ Now I know of course that automobiles' don’t fly,” 
Hatch burst out savagely m conclusion, “ and if this 
one doesn’t fly, there is no earthly way for it to get out 
of The Trap as they caU it I went over the thmg 
carefully — I even went so far as to examme the ground 
and the tops of the walls to see if a runway had beei; 
let down for the auto to go over " 

The Thinkmg Machme sqiunted at him inquirmgly 
“ Are you sure you saw an automobile ? ” he de- 
manded irritably 

" Certainly I saw it,” blurted the reporter ” I not 
only saw it — I smelled it Just to convince myself that 
it was real I tossed my cane m front of the thmg and it 
smashed it to tooth-picks ” 

“ Perhaps, then if everythmg is as you say tlie auto 
actually dots fly,” remarked the scientist 
The reporter stared mto the calm mscrutabic face 
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" You haven’t the faintest inkhng of the idea,” de- 
lared The Thinking Machine positively “ If you can 
rrange with a fast nder who can go a distance — it might 
c thirty, forty, fifty miles — ^we may end this httle' affair 
/ithout difficulty ” 

Under these arcumstances Professor Augustus S F 
i Van Dusen, Ph D , LL D , F R S , M D , etc , etc , 
cientist and logician, met the famous Jimmie Thai- 
lauer, the world’s champion long distance bicychst. 
le held every record from five miles up to and m- 
luding SIX hours, had twice won the six-day race, 
ind was altogether a master m his field He came 
n chewing a tooth -pick There were introduc- 
lons 

“ You nde the bicycle ? ” mqmred the crusty httle 
cientist 

” Well, some,” confessed the champion modestly with 
i wmk at Hatch 

” Can you keep up with an automobile for a distance 
)f, say, thirty or forty miles ? ” 

“ I can keep up with anythmg that ain’t got wmgs,” 
,vas the response 

“ Well, to tell you the truth,” volunteered The Tlunk- 
mg Machine, “ there is a growing belief that this par- 
ticular automobile has wmgs However if you can keep 
ap with it ” 

“ Ah, qmt your kiddm’ ” said the champion, easil^"^ 

” I can nde rings around anythmg on wheels I’ll start 
behmd it and beat it where it’s gomg ” 

The Thinking Machine exairuned the champion, Jiramie 
Thalhauer as a cunosity In the seclusion of Ins labor- 
atory he had never had an opportunitv of meeting just 
such another worldly joung person 
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ttiglit Marsh and three compamons, formally imder 
^est, were present as were President Stanwood, The 
hinking Machme and Hatch, besides detectives Marsh 
ad the bonds under his arms when he was taken He 
ta^ed freely when questioned 

I iviU admit,” he said without hesitatmg, “ that I 
ave acted beyond my nghts m removmg the bonds from 
e vault here, but there is no groimd for prosecution 
am a responsible officer of this bank and have violated 
no t^t Nothmg is missmg, nothing is stolen. Every 
Dond that went out of the bank is here ” 

But why — why did you take the bonds ? ” demanded 
Mr Stanwood. 

®^^ggad his shoulders 

has been called a get-nch-qmck scheme,” 
sai The Thmkmg Machme “ Mr Hatch and I made 
^me mvestigations today Mr Marsh and these other 
11 interested m a busmess venture which is ethic- 
y dishonest but which is within the law They have 
ao>^ t backmg for the scheme amountmg to about a 
on dollars Those four or five men of means with 
they have discussed the matter have called each 
g or a week at Marsh’s country place It was 
ce^ary to make them beheve that there was already 
pH ^ ^ scheme, so these bonds were bor- 
'V and represented to be owned by themselves 
ey Were taken to and fro between the bank and his 
Lind of an automobile This is really what 
on knowledge which Jlr Hatch lias 
a htUe lo^ ” ^ myself developed by the use of 

statement of the affair proved to bo correct 
^ and the others admitted the statement to be 
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National was his “ big ” ]ob and was to have /been his 
last \Vith the proceeds he had intended to take his 
wfe and quietly disappear beneath a full beard and an 
ahas in some place far removed from former haunts 
But the mutabihty of human events is a matter of 
proverb While the robbery as a robbery was a thor- 
oughly artistic piece of work and m full accordance with 
plans which had been wprked out to the mmutest details 
months before, he had made one mistake This was 
leavmg behmd him m the bank the can in which the 
mtro-glycerme had been bought Through this care- 
lessness he had been traced 

Dolan and his wife occupied three poor rooms m a 
poor tenement house From the moment the police got 
a description of the person who bought the explosive 
they were confident for they knew their man Therefore 
four clever men were on watch about the poor tenement 
Neither Dolan nor his wife was there then, but from 
the condition of things in the rooms the pohce beheved 
that they mtended to return so took up positions to 
watch 

Unsuspecting enough, for his one mistake in the rob- 
bery had not recurred to him, Dolan came along just 
about dusk and started up the five steps to the front 
door of the tenement It just faappiened that he glanced 
back and saw a head draivn suddenly behmd a pro- 
jectmg stoop But the electnc fight glared strongly tliere 
and Dolan recogmzed Detective Downey, one of many 
men who revolved around Detective Mallory ivithm a 
limited orbit Dolan paused on the stoop a moment 
and rolled a cigarette while he thought it over Perhaps 
instead of entermg it would be best to stroll on down the 
street, turn a corner and make a dash for it But just 
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trap as he had done, and she had had no connection of 
any sort wth the affair 

Then, from a fear that his wife would return, there 
swiftly came a fear that she would not He suddenly 
remembered that it was necessary for him to see her 
The pohce could not connect her wth the robbery m 
any way , they could only hold her for a time and then 
would be compelled to free her for her innocence of this 
particular crime was beyond question. And if he were 
teiken before she returned she would be left penniless , 
and that was a thmg which Dolan dreaded to contem- 
plate There was a spark of human tenderness m his 
heart and in prjson it would be comforting to know that 
she was well cared for If she would only come now 
he would tell her where the money — I 

For ten ramutes Dolan considered the question m all 
possible hghts A letter tellmg her where the money 
was ? No It would mevitably fall mto the hands of 
the pohce A cipher ? She would never get iL How ? 
How ? How ? Every moment he expected a clamour 
at the door which would mean that the pohce had come 
for him They knew he was cornered. Whatever he 
did must be done qmckly Dolan took a long breath 
and started to roU another cigarette With the thm 
white paper held in his left hand and tobacco bag raised 
m the other he had an inspiratioii. 

For a httle more than an hour after that he was left 
alone Finally his qmck ear caught the shuffle of 
stealthy feet m the hall, then came an imperative rap 
on the door The pohce had evidently feared to wait 
longer Dolan was leanmg over a sewmg rnachme when 
the summons came Instmctively his hand closed on his 
revolver, then he tossed it aside and walked to the door 
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Dolan told everything frankly from the inception of 
the plan to the actual completion of the crime The 
detective sat with his feet on his desk hstenmg At the 
end he leaned forward toward the prisoner 
“ And where is the money ? ” he asked 
Dolan paused long enough to roll a cigarette. 

“ That’s my busmess,” he tesponded, pleasantly 
“ You might ]ust as well tell us,” insisted Detective 
Mallory " We will find it, of course, and it will save 
us trouble ” 

" I’U ]ust bet you a hat you don’t find it ” rephed 
Dolan, and there was a ghtter of tnumph m his eyes 
" On the level, between man and man now I wiU bet you 
a hat that you never find that money ” 

“ You’re on,” replied Detective Mallory He looked 
keenly at his prisoner and his prisoner stared back 
without a qmver “ Did your wife get away with it ? ” 
From the question Dolan surmised that she had not 
been arrested. 

“ No,” he answered. 

“ Is it m your flat ? ” 

" Downey and Cumungham are searching now,” was 
the rejomder “ They wiU report what they find ” 

There ivas silence for sever^ rmnutes as the two men 
— officer and pnsoner — stared each at the other When 
a thief takes refuge m a refusal to answer questions he 
becomes a difficult subject to handle There was the 
“ third degree ” of course, but Dolan was the kmd of 
man who would only laugh at that , the kind of man 
from whom anything less than ph3^ical torture could 
not bnng a statement if he didn’t choose to make it 
Detective Mallory was perfectly aivare of this dogged 
trait in his character 
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not one square mch of it that we didn’t go over — not one 
object there that we didn’t tear to pieces looking It 
sunply isn’t there He hid it somewhere before we got 
him.” 

“ Well take aU the men you want and keep at it,” 
instructed Detective Mallory “ One of you, by the 
way, had better bring m Dolan’s wife I am fairly 
certain that she had nothing to do with it but she might 
know somethmg and I can bluff a woman.” Detective 
Mallory announced that accomplishment as if it were a 
thmg to be proud of “ There’s nothmg to do now but 
get the money Meanwhile I’ll see that Dolan isn’t per- 
mitted to communicate with anybody ” 

“ There is always the chance,” suggested Downey, 
that a man as clever as Dolan could m a cipher letter, 
or by a chance remark, inform her where the money 
IS if we assume she doesn’t know, and that should be 
guarded against.” 

It will be guarded against,” declared Detective Mal- 
lory emphatically “ Dolan will not be permitted to 
see or talk to anyone for the present — not even an attor- 
ney He may weaken later on.” 

But day succeeded day and Dolan showed no signs 
of weakening His wife, meanwhile, had been appre- 
hended and subjected to the “thud degree.” When 
t^ ordeal was over the net result was that Detective 
jslallory was convinced that she had had nothmg what- 
ever to do ivith the robbery, and had not the famtest 
idea where the money was Half a dozen times Dolan 
asked permission to see her or to write to her Each 
time the request was curtly refused. 

Newspaper men, with and without inspiration, had 
sought the money vainly , and the pohce were now seek- 
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you ^vlll inform us of the whereabouts of the money we 
NVill, upon its recovery, exert every effort withm ouf 
power to have your sentence cut in half In other words, 
as I understand it, you have given the pohce no trouble, 
you have confessed the crime and this, with the return 
of the money, would weigh for you when sentence is 
pronormced Say the maximum is twenty years, we 
might be able to get you off with ten if we get the 
money ” 

Detective Mallory looked doubtful He realized, per- 
haps, the futihty of such a promise yet he was silent 
The proposition rmght draw out somethmg on which to 
proceed. 

“ Can’t see it," said Dolan at last “ It’s this way 
I’m twenty-seven years old. I’ll get twenty years 
About two of that’ll come off for good behaviour, so I’ll 
really get eighteen years At the end of that time I’ll 
come out with one hundred and rune thousand dollars 
odd — rich for hfe and able to retire at forty-five years 
In other words while m prison I’ll be workmg for a 
good, stiff salary — something really worth while. Very 
few men are able to retire at forty-five.” 

Mr Ashe readily realized the truth of this statement 
It was the point of view of a man to whom mere prison 
has few terrors — a man content to remain immured for 
twenty years for a consideration He turned and spoke 
aside to the two directors again 

“ But 1 11 tell you what I will do,” said Dolan, after a 
pause. “ If you’U fix it so I get only two jears, say, 
I’ll give you half the money ” 

There was silence Detective Mallory strolled along 
the corridor beyond the view of the prisoner and sum- 
moned President .\she to his side by a jerk of his head. 
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That was all The bank president and the two direc- 
tors went out fuming impotently Mr Ashe paused m 
Detective JIallory’s office long enough for a final word 
“ Of course it was bnihant work on the part of the 
pohce to capture Dolan,” he said caustically, " but it 
isn’t domg us a particle of good. All I see now is that 
ue lose a hundred and mne thousand dollars " 

“ It looks very much like it,” assented the detective, 
" unless we find it ” 

“ Well, why don't you find it ? ” 

Detective MaUory had to give it up 
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tip to tip, squinting unblmlangly at the ceding IJatch 
waited patiently 

“ Of course,” said the scientist at last, " one hundred 
and nine thousand dollars, even in large bdls would make 
a considerable bundle and would be extremely difficult 
to hide m a place that has been gone over so often We 
may suppose, therefore, that it isn’t in the flat What 
have the detectives learned as to Dolan’s whereabouts 
after the robbery and before he was taken ? ” 

“ Nothing,” rephed Hatch, “ nothing, absolutely He 
seemed to disappear off the earth for a time That time, 
I suppose, ivas when he was disposing of the money 
His plans were evidently well laid ” , 

“ It would be possible of course, by the simple rules 
of logic, to sit stdl here and ultimately locate the money,” 
remarked The Thmkmg Machme musingly, ” but it 
would take a long time. We nught begin, for instance, 
with the idea that he contemplated flight ? When ? 
By rail or steamer ? The answers to those questions 
would, m a way, enhghten us as to the probable location 
of the money, because, remember, it would have to be 
placed where it was readily accessible m case of flight 
But the process would be a long one Perhaps it would 
be best to make Dolan tell us where he hid it ” 

“ It would if he would teU,” agreed the reporter, “ but 
he IS reticent to a degree that is maddemng when the 
money is mentioned.” 

" Naturally,” remarked tlie scientist " That really 
doesn’t matter I have no doubt he wilt inform me ” 

So Hatch and The Thmking Machme called upon Dc- 
teebve Mallory They found him m deep abstraction 
He glanced up at the intrusion with an appearance, 
almost, of reheL He knew mtuitively what it was. 
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the wife here, let her pass Dolan’s cell and speak to 
him so that he will know that it is her, then let her 
carry on a conversation with him while she is beyond 
his sight Have a stenographer, without the knowledge 
of either, take down just what is said, word for word. 
Give me a transcript of the conversation, and hold the 
Nvife on some pretext until I can study it a httle If he 
gives her a clue I’ll get the money ” 

There was not the shghtest brace of egotism m the 
irntable tone It seemed merely a statement of fact 
Detecfave Mallory, looking at the wizened face of the 
logiaan, was doubtfully hopeful and at last he con- 
sented to the experiment The ivife was sent for and 
came eagerly, a stenographer was placed m the cell 
adjommg Dolan, and the wife was led along the comdor 
As she paused m front of Dolan’s ceU he started toward 
her with an exclamabon Then she was led on a httle 
way out of his sight 

With face pressed close against the bars Dolan glow- 
ered out upon Detecbve Mallory and Hatch An ex- 
pression of awful ferocity leapt mto his eyes 
“ What're you domg with her ? ” he demanded. 

“ Mort, Mort,” she called. 

“ BeUe, IS it you ? ” he asked m turn. 

“ They told me you wanted to talk to me," explained 
the wife She was pantmg fiercely as she struggled to 
shake ofi the hands which held her beyond his reach 
“ What sort of a game is this, Mallory ? ’’ demanded 
the prisoner 

" You’ve wanted to talk to her,” Mallory rephed, “ now 
go ahead. You may talk, but you must not see her ’’ 

“ Oh, that’s it eh ? ” snarled Dolan " What did you 
brmg her here for then ? Is she under arrest ? ’’ 
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Tliere w'as a menace m the tone which was not lost 
upon the listeners 

“ Eighteen years,” he heard her moan 

For one instant Dolan’s bps were pressed tightly to- 
gether and m that mstant he had a regret — regret that 
he Ind not killed Blanton and Cunningham rather than 
submit to capture He shook off his anger with an 
effort 

“ 1 don’t know if they’ll permit me ever to see you,” 
he said, desperately, " as long as I refuse to teU where 
the money is hidden, and I know they’ll never permit 
me to wnte to you for fear I’ll tell you where it is So 
I suppose the good-bye’ll be hke this I’m sorry, httle 
girl ” 

He heard her weepmg and hurled himself against the 
bars in a passion , it passed after a moment He must 
not forget that she was penniless, and the money — that 
vast fortune — 1 

“ There’s one thing you must do for me, Belle,” he 
said after a moment, more calmly “ This sort of thmg 
doesn’t do any good Brace up, little girl, and wait — 
wait for me Eighteen years is not forever, we’re both 
young, and — but never mmd that I wish you would 
please go up to the flat and— do you remember my 
heavy, brown coat ? ” 

'* A’es, the old one ? ” she asked. 

‘‘ That’s it,” he answered “ It’s cold here m this 
ceU. WiU you please go up to the flat when they let 
you loose and sew up that tear under the right arm and 
send it to me here ? It's probably the last favour I’U 
ask of you for a long tune so wiU you do it this after- 
noon ? ” 

" Yes ” she answered, tearfully 
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bis bead abruptly as if it were ]ust wbat he had ex- 
pected. 

“ The money can’t be in that and I’ll bet my head on 
it,” declared Detective Mallory, flatly “ There isn’t 
room for it.” 

The Thinkmg Machine gave him a glance m which ^ 
there was a touch of pity 

“ We know,” he said, “ that the money isn’t m this 
coat. But can’t you see that it is perfectly possible that 
a shp of paper on which Dolan has written down the 
hidmg place of the money can be hidden in it some- 
where ? Can’t you see that he asked for this coat — 
which IS not as good a one as the one he is weanng 
now — in order to attract his ivife’s attention to it ? 
Can’t you see it is the one defimte thmg that he men- 
tioned when he knew that m all probabihty he would 
not be permitted to see his wife again, at least for a long 
time ? ” 

Then, seam by seam, the brown coat was ripped to 
pieces Each piece m turn was subnutted to the sharpest 
scrutmy Nothmg resulted Detective Mallory frankly 
regard^ it all as wasted effort and when there remamed 
nothmg of the coat save strips of cloth and hnmg he was 
mchned to be triumphant The Thinkmg Machme was 
merely thoughtfuL 

“ It went further back than that ” the scientist mused, 
and tiny wrinkles appeared m the dome-hke brow 
“ Ah ! Mr Hatch please go back to the flat, look m the 
machme drawers, or work basket and you wU find a 
spool of brown thread. Brmg it to me ” 

“ Spool of broivn thread ? ” repeated the detective m 
amazement “ Have you been through the place ? ” 

” No ” 
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— something was written on it Slowly The Thinlong 
Machine deciphered it 

“ 47 Causeway Street, basement, tenth flagstone from 
northeast comer ” 

And there the money was found — $109,000 The 

house was unoccupied and within easy reach of a wharf 
from which a European bound steamer sailed Withm 
half an hour of sailing tune it would have been an easy 
matter for Dolan to have recovered it all and that with- 
out m the least excitmg the suspicion of those who 
might be watching him For a saloon next door opened 
mto an alley behmd, and a broken window m the base- 
ment gave qmck access to the treasure 
“ Dolan reasoned,” The Thinkmg Machme explamed, 
“ that even if he was never permitted to see his wife she 
would probably use that thread and in time find the 
directions for recovenng the money Further he argued 
that the pohce would never suspect that a spool contamed 
the secret for which they sought so long His conversa- 
tion with his wife, today, was merely to draw her atten- 
tion to somethmg which would require her to use the spool 
of brown thread. The brown coat was all that he could 
think of And that's all I think ” 

Dolan was a sadly surprised man when news of the 
recovery of the money was broken to him But a certam 
quamt philosophy didn’t desert him He gazed at De- 
tective Mallory mcredulously as the story was told and 
at the end went over and sat down on his cell cot 

“ Well, chief,” he said “ I didn’t think it was m you 
That makes me owe you a hat ” 
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“Yes, and it’s nearly lolling me,” was the reply 
“ If I don't get It puUcd I’U— I’ll go crazy ’’ 

The poheeman grinned S3mipathetically 
" Had it myself — I know what it is,’’ he said " You 
passed one dentist down in the other block, but there’s 
another just across the street here,’’ and he mdicated a 
row of brown-stone residences " Dr Paul Sitgreaves 
He’ll charge you good and plenty ’’ 

“ Thank you,’’ said the other 

He crossed the street and the jioliceman gazed after 
faun until ho mounted the steps and palled the bell 
After a few nunutes the door opened, the stranger en- 
tered the house and Patrolman Gillis walked on 

“ Dr Sitgreaves here ? ’’ mquired the stranger of a 
servant who answered the belL 
“ Yes,’’ 

“ Please ask him if he can draw a tooth for me I’m 
m a perfect agony, and — ’’ 

“ The doctor rarely gets up to attend to such cases,’’ 
interrupted the servant 

“ Here,’’ sard the stranger and he pressed a bill m the 
servant’s hand. " Wake him for me, won’t you ? Tell 
him it’s urgent.” 

The servant looked at the biU, then opened the door 
and led the patient mto the reception room. 

Five mmutes later. Dr Sitgreaves, gapmg ostenta- 
tiously, entered and nodded to his caller 

" I hated to trouble you, doctor,” explamed the 
stranger, “ but I haven’t slept a wink all mght ” 

~ He glanced around the ^oom until his eye fell upon a 
clock. Dr Sitgreaves glanced m that direction The 
hands of the clock pomted to i 53 

“ Phew ! ” said Dr Sitgreaves. “ Nearly two o’clock. 
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“ This IS real neuralgia weather,” observed the dentist 
it last, idly " Misty and damp ” 

“ I suppose so,” was the reply “ This began to hurt 
about twelve o’clock, just as I Went to bed, and finally 
it got so bad that I couldn’t stand it Then I got up 
and dressed and came out for a walk I kept on, think- 
ing that it would get better but it didn’t and a pohceman 
sent me here ” 

There was a pause of several mmutes 
“ Feel any better ? ” inqmred the dentist, at last 
" No,” was the reply “ I think you’d better take it 
out ” 

“ Just as you say 1 ” 

The offending tooth was drawn, the stranger paid him 
with a sigh of rehef, and after a minute or so started out 
At the door he turned back. 

" What tune is it now, please ? ” he asked 
“ Seventeen mmutes past two,” repbed the dentist 
“ Thanks,” said the stranger ” I’ll just have time 
to catch a car back home ” 

“ Good mght,” said the dentist 
“ Good night ” 

****** 

Skulking along through tlie dense gloom unpalpably 
a part of the murky mist which pressed down between 
tall board fences on each side, moved the figure of a 
man Occasionally he shot a glance behind him but 
the general direction of his gaze was to lus left, wherc 
a fence cut off the small back-yards of an inijxising row 
of brown-stone residences \t last lie stopped and tried 
a gate It opened noiscle-ssly and he disappeared inside 
A pause. .A. man came out of the gate closed it carefully 
and walked on through the oUej toward an arc light 


‘S 3 A. i 3Joj9q sq:;. no ^ssxiojr 9Q[ 'jj^ ass o; 
paqeo asBq^ mpprej j ‘jj^ p-ej^ sa;^ i asnq^ mppi-BJw[ 

•ij\r Aionq aq piQ- -ajojaq :^qSni aq:}. A:^np no uaaq 
pnq an T^nopsanb nosjad :^sjq aq:^ SBAi ‘unioi\r 'unm 
jo^'BAap ‘saurciBni axnos aqBxn o:). Jooq ao^o aq^ 
sirens JO jqStq 9|9nts aqj. uAiop jnaAV aq ‘sjuampred'E 
aqj JO ituijruDS dxeqs n jcajjy 'airnj. pun aATjom ‘aurab 
snAV 9 Jajj 'pnai aq sn paddnns sAvnC s^aAijoajap aqx 

„*aiCq-pooS Suiqujs qoop 
-•r V Ji- * tip^j po0 :p ^ ^ ^ SutiCp mn :}. jc ^ 9ni paqqnjs 
t * ^ ^ jaxrenb ^ ^ asnqo uqqnnijj paiapjnj/^; „ 

: spjoAv 

pun saouajnas pajmoCsip asaqj aiaAV xreui §uiAp aqj jo 
StnjtiAvpn'eq j.naiaqoanT 'SnT[qmajj Ajav-bjos aqj uj nnq 
papjTBjs jT [ jadnd aqj jn pajejs naqj paDUBjS aAijoaj 
"®P ‘pireq; jqSu siq ui XpqSij paqDjnjo sba\ pouad 

B » spioA\ Avaj B pajA\BJOs aiaM qoiqAv no jadnd jo jaaqs 
B Xbj ‘qsap aqj no ^Xpoq snj qjBauag; ubui pnap aqj 
pajjq Xaqj jaqjaSox Jatnarexg jBoipaj\r aqj Aq panred 
-nroooB 'sjuanrjjBdB aqj oj juaAV Ajoqnj^ aAijoajaQ 

sajnuTra jo ajdnoo b urqjTAV auioo aABq pnui 
qjBap t os JO qoui ub jo japrenb b Apio jxeaq aqj passim 
apBjq aqx 'sjuanipredB siq jo spBAV aqj no ApBjuaraBUJo 
pasn uaaq pnq qoiqA\ siaSSnp snouno pjaAas jo auo 
SBAV uodnaAv aqx qDJBAvuAvop aoBj ji uodn papvBjds miq 
rfjaj qjBap puB 'qsap stq aprsaq jbs ajj sjnoq jBjoAas 
joj pnap uaaq pnq ajj; 'asnoq juampredu uoAy Siq 
aqj ui ajms siq jo raooj Suijjp aqj ui pajapjniu punoj 
SBAV ‘aauauimojd pioos auios jo uum SuuoA b 
9 Q qdjopuB^ jnBX "qoopp jqSia jb Suiujom jxa^q 

^ -f- -r Mr ^ ^ 

jaajjs 

B JO uoijoasjajui aqj jb ajBjS snojauaS b pnaids qonj/A 
'aSVD HHX KO HOSSa^OHX aHX 



HIS PERFECT ALIBI 


251 


" What tune was he here ? ” 

" About half past eleven, I should say He and Mr 
De Forrest came m together from the theatre ” 

“ When did Mr Chase go away ? ” 

“ I don’t know, sir I didn’t see him " 

“ It might have been somewhere near two o’clock ? ” 
“ I don’t know, sir,” rephed Moran agam, " I’ll — 
I’ll tell you all I know about it. I was on duty all mght 
Just before twp o’clock a telegram was ’phoned for a 
Mr Thomas on the third floor I took it and %vrote on 
it the tune that I received it It was then ]ust six 
nunutes before two o’clock. I walked up from this floor 
to the thud — two flights to give the message to Mr 
Thomas. As 1 passed Mr De Forrest’s door, I heard 
loud voices, two people evidently quarrellmg I paid 
no attention then but went on I was at Mr Thomas’s 
door possibly five or six minutes When I came down 
I heard nothmg further and thought no more of it ” 

” You fix the time of passmg Mr De Forrest’s door 
first at, say, five minutes of t%vo ? ” asked the detec- 
tive. 

“ Withm a mmute of that tune, yes, su ” 

” And agam about two or a mmute or so after ? ” 

" Yes ” 

“ Ah,” exclaimed the detective “ That fits m ex- 
actly with the other and establishes beyond question the 
moment of the murder ” He ivas thinkmg of the words 
“dock sinking 2 ” written by the dying man “Did 
you recognize the voices ? ” 

“ No, su, I Could not They were not very clear ” 
That was the substance of Moran’s stoiy Detective 
Mallory then called at the telegraph office and indisput- 
able records there showed that they had telephoned a 
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“ I understand," said the accused, and he nodded, 
" but I will show that there has been a mistake — a 
serious mistake. I admit that the wntmg was Mr De 
Forrest’s , that I was with him at half past eleven o’clock 
and that the stains on my hands and clothing were blood 
stains ’’ 

The Court stared 

“ I’ve known Mr De Forrest for several years," the 
prisoner went on quietly “ I met him at the theatre 
last mght and walked home with hun We reached the 
Avon about half past eleven o’clock and I went to his 
room but I remamed only ten or fifteen mmutes Then 
I went home It was about five mmutes of twelve 
when I reached my room I went to bed and remained 
m bed until one o’clock, when for a reason which will 
appear, I arose, dressed and went out, say about ten 
mmutes 'past one I returned to my room a few mm- 
utes past three ’’ 

Detective Mallory smiled sardomcaUy 
“ When I was arrested this mommg I sent notes to 
three persons,” the prisoner went on steadily “ Two 
of these happen to be city officials, one the City Engmeer 
WM he please come forward.” 

There was a httle stir m the room and the Court 
scratched one ear gravely City Engineer Malcolm 
appeared mqmrmgly 

“ This is Mr Malcolm ? ” asked the prisoner “ Yes ? 
Here is a map of the city issued by your office I 
would hke to ask please the approximate distance between 
this pomt — ” and he mdicated on the map the jocation 
of the Avon — “ and this ” He touched another pomt 
far removed. 

The City Engmeer studied the map carefuUy 
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" You asked me where you could find a dentist, and 
I directed you to Dr Sitgreaves across the street ” 

“ You saw me enter Dr Sitgreaves’ house ? ” 

" Yes ” 

The accused glanced up at tJie Court and that eminent 
]unst proceeded to look solemn 

“ Dr Sitgreaves, please ? ” called the pnsoner 
The dentist appeared, exchanging nods with thepnsoner 
" You remember me, doctor ? ” 

" Yes ” 

“ Jlay I ask you to tell the Court where you hve ? 
Show us on this map please.” 

Dr Sitgreaves put his finger down at the spot which 
had been pomted out by the pnsoner and by Pohceroan 
GiUis, two and a half rmles from the Avon 

“ I hve three doors from this comer,” e'^lamed the 
dentist 

“ You pulled a tooth for me last mght ? ” went on the 
pnsoner 
“ Yes ” 

“ Here ? ” and the pnsoner opened his mouth 
The dentist gazed down him, 

“ Yes,” he rephed. 

“ You may remember, doctor,” went on the pnsoner. 
quietly “ that you had occasion to notice the dock just 
after I called at your house Do you remember what 
time it was ? ” 

“ A few minutes before two — seven or eight rmnutes, 

I think ” 

Detective MaUory and the Court exchanged bewnldered 
glances. 

“ You looked at your watch, too Was that exactly 
ivith the clock ? ” 
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The pnsoner turned to the elevator man from tlie 
Avon 

“ What sort of a clock was that you mentioned ? ” 

“ An electnc clock, regulated from Washington 

Observatory,” was the reply 

" And the clock at the telegraph office, Mr Mallory ? " 
“ An electnc clock, regulated from Washington 

Observatory ” 

'* And yours, Dr Sitgreaves ? ” 

“ An electnc clock, regulated from Washington 

Observatory ” 

The pnsoner remained in his cell until seven o'clock 
that evening while experts tested the three clocks. They 
were accurate to the second, and it was explained that 
there could have been no vanation of cither without this 
variation showing m the delicate testing apparatus. 
Therefore it came to pass that Franklin Chase was re- 
leased on his own recognizance, while Detective Mallory 
wandered off into the sacred precincts ol Ins jinvato 
office to hold Ins licad m Ins hands and think. 
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that if Ifr Chase killed Mr De Forrest there was some- 
thing the matter with the clocks des{)ite expert opmion 

“ IVe knoiii that as certainly as we know that two and 
hvo make four, not somo times but all the tune, because 
our reason tells us that Mr Chase was not m two places 
at once at two o’clock Therefore we must assume 
either one or two things — that something was the matter 
with the clocks — and if there was wo must assume that 
Jlr Chase was responsible for it — or that Mr Chase 
had nothing whatever to do with Mr De Forrest’s death, 
at least personally ” 

The last word aroused Mr Hatch to a new and sudden 
interest It suggested a hne of thought which had not 
yet occurred to him 

“ Now,” contmued the scientist, " if we can find one 
flaw in Mr Chase’s story we will have achieved the 
pnvilege of temporarily setting aside his defence and 
starting over If, on the contrary, he told the full and 
exact truth and our mvestigation proves that he did, it 
instantly clears him Now just what have you done, 
please ? ” 

“ 1 talked to Dr Sitgreaves,” rephed Hatch “ He 
did not know Chase — never saw him imtil he pulled the 
tooth, and then didn’t know his name But he told me 
really more than appeared m court, for mstance, that his 
watch had been related only a few days ago, that it 
had been accurate smce, and that he knew it was accurate 
next day because he kept an important engagement 
That being accurate the clock must be accurate, because 
they were together almost to the second 

“ I also talked to every other person whose name 
appears m the case I quesfaoned them as to all sorts 
of possibihties, and the result was that I was comoelled 


- 9 tiitq. aq:). jo aoBj Xj9a aq:}. o^ui Xpoiaq p 9 q,umbs puB dn 
pajaquiBp ‘pop b SirrqB^ puB ut :^u 9A\ :^stpaTOS sqx 

^^dai aq^. sba\ 

sq:). apsoddo 'ao^o apisirt aq:). nj „ 

•IIBUI 

jor^-BAap aq; jo paimbirr aq „ e qaop jno/C sr ojaqAV » 
paxa^diad pamaas aq ao'^o aq:). ot). sjiBp jo :^^qSTp: a'[§ms 
aq:}. UA\op r^uaAV aurqoBpj; Smquiqx sqi- uaq^ anp 
auios Suiqaas 'uoAy aq:^, m s:^uarapredB s,paiiox 9Q[ Jo 
qoxeas aAiptiBqxa hb apBtii ‘AjoqBji\[ aAtpapQ jo uoissiui 
-jad yCq auiqoBiAl Suiquiqx 9qx P^b qapH 

,, :}.qSiui I pA puB ‘os 

quiq:^ AipjBq j ‘o^ „ qsBi p piBS aq ,,‘aas j ‘qo „ 

pipaiDS aq:v jo aoBj apB:^masm; 
aq:^ o^ui pajBp aq sb ‘Xpiipa :}t pajapisuoa qapH 

„ i 30^00 s.pipap 

B SBA\ aiaq; ajaqAV noX pp:j oqA\ UBuiaaqod b jo jaqumii 
aqj. aoijoir oj dojs uo/i pjnoAV ‘jaqai joj Surqoo]; aiaAY 
puB „ ‘AqBnsBD qijs ‘jirauiom b aaijB paqsB aq ,/9qoB 
-qjooj. juapiA B pBq tioK jBqj 'qojBH uj^r ‘asoddng „ 
/^pqSqs SA\ojqoA'a siq pasiBJ auiqoBj^ Sinquiqx s^X 

c. P 

U99q pBq 9UO9UI0S ji SB pajqiunj sbav jt jBqj. poaiSB Xaqx 
uB9ur no;{ jBqA\ aas j „ ‘japodai aqj p9qd9j ,,'S9^ „ 

„ ui ju9A^ /Coqj uaqAV paq spsBq^ 
JO uoijipuoD 9q; uiaqj. jo jaqjia qsB noX piQ; „ 

u'S9A » 

AjpnsBD auiqoBj^ 

IJuiquiqx sqx p^-in^bui „ i qaop.o oa\j, jb iuooj spsBqo 
jj\;; ojui juau oqA\ uaui SunoX aqj oj paqpj. nox ,, 

„ SuiAp SBA\ aq sb aiireu oqj. 
uajjuAV 9ABq pinoqs jsajioj; oq jBqj iBipoad suiaas ji jnq 
‘as^noD JO oj ^uqpAvun uij jBqj jou — iqip aqj jdooDB oj. 

HSV3 3HX KO HOSSHXOHd SHI ogz; 



A QUESTION OF TIME 261 

piece He said " ^Vh 1 ” once, non-commitally, then 
clambered down 

“ It would not be possible for anyone here to see a 
person pass through the hall,” he mused “Now,” 
and he picked up a telephone book, " just a word with 
Dr Sitgreaves " 

He asked the dentist only two questions and their 
nature caused Hatch to smile The first was 

“ You have a pocket in the shirt of your pajamas ? ” 

" Yes,” came the wondermg reply 
" And when you are called at night you pick up your 
watch and put it in that pocket ? ” 

“ Yes ” 

“ Thanks Good-bye ” 

Then The Thinking JIachme turned to Hatch 
" We are safe in beheving ” he said, “ that Mr De 
Forrest was not killed by a thief, because his valuables 
were undisturbed, therefore we must beheve that the 
person who killed him was an acquaintance It would 
be unfair to act hastily, so I shall ask you to devote three 
or four days to getting this man’s history in detail , 
see his fnends and enemies, find out all about hun, his 
life, his circumstances, his love affairs — aU those things ” 
Hatch nodded , he was accustomed to receiving large 
orders from The Thinking Machine 

“ If you uncover nothing m that hne to suggest an- 
other hne of investigation I wiU give you the name of the 
person who kiUed him and an arrest will follow The 
nnirderer wiU not run away The solution of the affair 
IS qmte clear, unless — ” he emphasized the word — 

“ unless some unknowm fact gives it another turn ” 
Hatch was forced to be content wath that and for the 
specified four days laboured arduouslv and vainlv Then 
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room a block or so away from his house around the 
comer These are Mr Hatch’s apartments ” He stated 
it so convincingly that there was no possibihty of doubt 
“ Now my room faces straight up an alley which runs 
directly back of Dr Sitgreaves’s house There is an 
electnc light at the comer ” 

Chase started to say somettung, gulped, then was 
silent 

' “ I was m my room the night of Mr De Forrest’s 
murder,” went on the scientist, ” and was up movmg 
about because I, too, had a toothache It just happened 
that I glanced out my front wmdow ” His tone had 
been courteous m the extreme , now it hardened per- 
ceptibly “ I saw you, Mr Chase, come along the street, 
stop at the alley, glance around and then go mto the 
alley I sdw your face clearly under the electnc light, 
and that was at' twenty intnuies to three o'clock De- 
tective Mallory has just learned of this fact and I have 
sigmfied my willmgness to go on the ivitness stand and 
swear to it ” 

The accused man was deathly white now , his face 
was working strangely, but still he was silent It was 
only by a supreme effort that he restramed hunself 

“ I saw you open a gate and go mto the back yard 
of Dr Sitgreaves's house,” resumed The Thinking Ma- 
chme “ Five mmutes or so later you came out and 
walked on to the cross street, where you disappeared 
Naturally I wondered what it meant It was still m 
my mind about half past three o’clock, possibly later, 
when I saw you enter the alley agam, disappear m the 
same yard, then come out and go away ” 

“ I — 1 was not — not there," said Chase ueakly “ You 
^\ere — were mistaken ’’ 
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m a fit of anger, left there while the elevator boy was 
upstairs, then saw the necessity of protecting yourself 
and devised this alibi at the cost of one tooth Your 
only real danger was when you made Patrolman Gillis 
your witness, taking the desperate chance that he did 
not know or would not remember just when you spoke 
to him.” ^ 

Agam there was sdence Fmally Chase looked up 
with haggard face 

" How did you know all this ? ” he asked 

“ Because under the exact circumstances, nothmg else 


coiild have happened,” repbed the scientist “ The 
simplest rules of logic proved conclusively that this did 
happen ” He straightened up m the chair “ By the 
way,” he asked, " what was the motive of the murder ? ” 
“ Don’t you know ? ” asked Chase, qmckly 
" No 


" Then you never will,” declared Chase, gnmly , 
When Chase had gone ivith the detective. Hatch 
Imgered with The Thinking Machme 

“ It’s perfectly astonishing,” he said " How did you 
get at it anyway ? ” 

“ I visited the neighbourhood, saw how it could have 
been done, learned through your mvestigation that no 
one else appeared m the case, then, knowing that this 
must have happened, tricked Mr Chase mto behevmg I 
was an eye witness to the mcidents m the alley That 
was the only way to make him confess Of course there 


was no one else m it ” 

One of the smgular pomts m the Chase murder trial 
was that while the prisoner was convicted of murder on 
his own statement no inkling of a motive ever appeared 
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His cunosity was aroused. “ Then it would come withm 
the range' of my professional duties ” 

" Won't you take my word that it is necessary, and 
that it IS impossible for me to explain why ? ” 

“ No I must know why ” 

The woman arose and stood facing him The dis- 
appointment had gone from her face now 

“ Very well,” she remarked steadily ‘‘ You wiU per- 
form the operation if it is necessary, therefore if I should 
shoot the feger off, perhaps — ? ” 

“ Shoot it off ? ” exclaimed Dr Prescott m amazement. 
" Shoot It off ? " 

“ That IS what I said,'' she rephed calmly “ If I 
should shoot the finger off you would consent to dress 
the wound ? You would make any necessary amputa- 
tion ? ” 1 

She held up the finger under discussion and looked at 
it cunously Dr Prescott himself stared at it with a 
sudden new mterest. 

“ Shoot it off ? ” he repeated. " Why you must be 
mad to contemplate such a thmg,” he e.\ploded*.and his 
face flushed in sheer anger " I — I wiU have nothing 
whatever to do with the affair, madam Good day ” 

" I should have to be very careful of course,” she 
mused, “ but I think perhaps one shot would be suffi- 
cient, then I should come to you and demand tliat you 
dress it ? ” 

There was a question in the tone Dr Prescott stared 
at her for a full minute then walked over and opened 
the door 

" In my profession, madam " he said coldly “ there 
IS too much pctosibihtyof domg good and rJicving^ctual 
suffering for me to consider this matter or discuss it ^ 
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(^used him , to go to her The left hand was wrapped m 
an^ improvised bandage thrpugh which there was a trickle 
of blood. He glared at it with mcredulous eyes 
“ Hanged i^ she didn’t do it,” he blurted angrily 
The faintmg spell, Dr Prescott saw, was due only to 
loss of blood and physical pam, and he busied himself 
trying to restore her to consciousness Meanwhile he 
gave some hurried instructions to the young man who 
was m attendance m the ante-room 

“ Call up Professor Van Dusen on the ’phone,” he 
directed, " and ask him if he can assist me in a minor 
operation. Tell him it’s rather a curious case and I am 
sure it will mterest him ” 

It was m this manner that the problem of the super- 
fluous finger first came to the attention of The Thinking 
Machine He arrived just as the mysterious woman was 
opemng her eyes to consciousness from the famtmg spell 
She stared at him glassily, unrecognmngly , then her 
glance wandered to Dr Prescott She simled. 

" I knew you’d have to do it,” she murmured weakly 
After the ether had been administered for the opera- 
tion, a simple and an easy one. Dr Prescott stated the 
circumstances of the case to The Thinking Machme 
Tlie scientist stood ivith his long, slender fingers resting 
lightly on the young woman’s pulse, hstemng in silence 
“ What do you make of it ? ” demanded the surgeon 
The Thinking Machme didn't say At the moment 
he was leaning over the unconscious woman squintmg 
at her forehead. With his disengaged liand he stroked 
the dehcately pencilled eye-brows several times the 
wrong way, and agam at close rmge squinted at them 
Dr Prescott saw and seeing, understood. 

" No, it isn’t that,” be said and he shuddered a httlc 
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“ Yes, precisely Now we only seem to know two 
:acts in connection with her First, she is Enghsh ” 
Yes,” Dr Prescott agreed “ Her accent, her ap- 
pearance, everything about her suggests that ” 

'“And the\second fact is 'of no consequence at the 
moment,” resided The Thinking Machine “Let 'me 
use your 'phone please ” 

\ 

Hutchinson Hatch, reporter, was talking ^ 

“ When the young woman left Dr Prescott’s she took 
the cdb which had been ordered for her and told the 
dnver to go ahead until she stopped him I got a good 
look at her, by the way I managed to pass just as she 
entered the cab and walking on down got into another 
cab which was waiting for me Her cab drove for three 
or four blocks aimlessly, and finally stopped. The 
driver stooped down as if to hsten to someone inside, 
and my cab passed. Then the other cab 'turned across 
a side street and after gomg eight or ten blocks pulled 
up in front of an apartment house The yoimg woman 
got out and went mside Her cab went away Inside 
I found out that she was Mrs Fredenck Chevedon Morey 
She came there last Tuesday — this is Friday — with her 
husband, and they engaged — ” 

“ Yes, I knew she had a husband,” mterrupted The 
Thinking Machine. 

“ — engaged apartments for three months. When I 
had learned this much I remembered your instructions 
as to steamers from Europe landmg on the day they 
took apartments or possibly a day or so before I was 
just going out when kfrs. Morey stepped out of the 
elevator and preceded me to the door She had changed 
her clothing and wore a different hat 



uioij pu'e "[[1 OS ffBAV oqs inool Sut^'Biado 
•^Ct ^9-ioH sij\[ uaqj^ :^t p.noit A-esarep j 
'aAJau — aSBinoo XxempioBipca q:^TAv iremoAV b :pm aABq 
aA\ ;Bq:^ ;niipB r^snm'aM „ ‘ami:j. b la^jrB ptBS aq ,/qo:VBu 
•jj/j ‘J9:^^BUi siq:^ m dopAap S-em asp jaAa:^Bqy^ „ 

*Ajo:^BioqB^ 

siq JO Suqtao aqj tto jods pamopasrp qBms b no ^xqBAOui 
-uit psxTj aiaAA. saXa jnmbs sputqo'Bj'j Smqntqx 

qjnoni b sjreqop paipunq aoiqx „ 

yCpuBAapui ‘jsijuaios 

aqj paqsB <j juauijjndB naqj. joj ^Bd Aaqj op jBq^ „ 

,, maqj j^noqn Sutqjamos jno puq oj 
SutXij sirejs UAvop ajdoad aqj oj XqBnsBo Suiqpj jpjs sba\ 
j ,, Ajdaj aqj sbas. ,/uaajjq jo uaj nnqj aioui jo|q „ 

„ i utbSb jno anreo aqs pjun astioq aqj paiajua 
aqs amtj aqj niojj jt sban. sajnurai AnBm Avoq jnoqy „ 

‘ uaqj ‘aunj 

Suoj B joj jnanimoD on apBni puB suoijsanb on paqsB 9 h 
dij oj dij passaid sj9§mj japuap Suoj siq puB jreqo 
paqoBq-qSiq B jsuibSb p9A\oqid pnaq A\oq9A snouuona 
siq qjiA\ jBs auiqoBjj\[ Suiqmqx ^qx IF F^X 

,, U0IJ.BJ9d0 

aqj jaqjB s,jjoos9JX JQ JJ^I ^qs ti9qAA 9 Io/a aqs anres aqj 
St jBqj — ^jatiiBajs aqj jjaj sqs uaqAS. aioAY aqs uaaoS aqj 
oj. U9A9 pBjap r^sajmmxi aqj oj noijduosap s^iCaiopj; si]fi 
p9J9A\suB nBapjBJif) siji\[ joodj9Aiq; niojj nBapjBiiQ 
piABQ; ‘siiAf puB *Ji\[ B jqinojq aiojaq iCnp aqj no j9uib9js 
0 UO jnq *sjj/^ puB ji/\[ b q.q§noiq sjuauijjBdB 

qooj Aaqj Anp aqj paAiuB qoiq/A sjanrcajs aaiqj. aqj jo 
0110 on jBqj 'qjoAv jo jB9p jb9jS b J 9 JJB ‘punoj i sooijjo 
diqsuTBajs aqj ^b saumbui apBUi pun uA\op :^U9M. j os 'oj. 
p 0 jtrGA\ I uaqAV jaq puq pjnoo x A\ 0 uq i joj SuioS sbav aqs 
0jaqA\ jno piuj oj uaqj AjBssaoau aq oj ni^as n 

asvD aHX NO HossaJOHd ^hx 



THE SUPERFLUOUS FINGER " 275 

y 

shock 'that she could hardly stand, and now you tell 
nie she changed her dress and went out immediately after 
she returned home ” 

' " Well, of course — ” Hatch said, apologetically 
" In that event,” resumed the scientist, “ we must 
assume also that the matter is one of the utmost impor- 
tance to her, and yet the nature of the case had led me 
to believe that it might be months, perhaps, before there 
would be any pcirticular development in it ” 

“ What ? How ? ” asked the reporter 
“ The final development doesn’t seem, from what I 
know, to belong on this side of the ocean at all,” ex- 
plained The Thinkmg Machme " I imagme it is a case 
for Scotland Yard The problem of course is What 
made it necessary for her to get nd of that finger ? If 
we admit her sanity we can count the possible answers 
to this question on one hand, and at least three of these 
answers take the case back to England ” He paused 
“ By the way, was Sirs Morey’s hand bound up m the 
same way when you saw her the second time ? ” 

“ Her left hand was m a muff,” explained the reporter 
" I couldn't see but it seems to me that she wouldn't 
have had time to change the manner of its dressing ” 

“ It’s extraordinary,” commented the scientist Ho 
arose and paced back and forth across the room “ Ex- 
traordmary,” he repeated " One can’t help but admire 
the fortitude of women under certain circumstances, 
Mr Hatch. I think perhaps this particular case had 
better be called to the attention of Scotland Yard but 
first I think it would be best for you to call on the Morev s 
tomorrow — ^you ran find some pretext — and see what 
}OU can leani about thenu You are an ingenious young 
man — I'll lea\e it all to joii " 
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investigators First was the statement of the night 
elevator boy < 

“ Mr and Mrs Morev left here last night about eleven 
o’clock,” he said “ I know because I' telephoned for a 
cab, and later brought them down from the third floor 
They went into the manager’s office leaving two smt 
cases m the hall When they came out I took the suit 
cases to a cab that was waitmg They got m it and 
drove away ” 

“ When did they return ? ” inquired the detective ' 
“ They didn’t return, sir,” responded the boy “ I 
was on duty until six o’clock this morning It just 
happened that no one came m after they went out untd 
I was off duty at six ” ‘ 

The detective turned to the physician again < 

“ Then she couldn’t have been dead smce early last 
night,” he said > ( 

“ She has been dead for several hours — at least twelve, 
possibly longer,” said the physician firmly “ There’s 
no possible argument about that ” 

The detective stared at him scornfully for an mstant, 
then looked at the manager of the house 

“ What was said when Mr and Mrs. Morey entered 
your office last mght ? ” he asked. “ Were you there ? ” 

“ I was there, yes,” was the reply “ Mr Morey ex- 
plained that they had been called away for a few days 
unexpectedly, and left the keys of the apartment with 
me That was all that was said I saw the elevator 
boy take the suit cases out for them as they went to 
the cab ” 

How did it come, then, if you knew the}' were away 
tlia,t some one entered here this morning, and so found 
the body ? ” 
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Hutchinson Hatch started to say something, then 
thought better of it, and tummg, went to the telephone 
below Within a few minutes The Thinking Machme 
stepped out of a cab m front and paused m the lower 
hall long enough to listen to the facts developed There 
Was a perfect net-work of ivrmkles m the dome-like 
brow when the reporter concluded 
“ It’s merely a transfer of the final development m 
the affair from England to this country,” he said emg- 
tnatically “ Please ’phone for Dr Prescott to come here 
immediately ” 

He went on to the Morey apartments With only a 
curt nod for Detective Mallory, the only one of the small 
party who knew him, he proceeded to the body of the 
dead woman and squmted down without a trace of emo- 
tion mto the white, palhd face After a moment he 
dropped on his knees beside the inert body and ex- 
amined the mouth and the finger marks about the white 
throat ' ' 

“ Carbohc acid and strangulation,” he remarked 
tersely to Detective Mallory who was > leamng' over 
ivatching him with somethmg of hopeful eagerness m 
his stohd face The Thinking Machme glanced past turn 
to the manager of the house “ Mr Morey is a powerful, 
athletic man m appearance ? ” he asked. 

“ Oh no,” was the replv ” He’s short and slight, 
only a httle larger than you are ” 

The scientist squmted aggressively at the manager 
as if the description were not quite what he expected 
Then the shghtly puzzled expression passed. 

“ Oh, I see,” he remarked. “ Played the piano ” 
This was not a question , it was a statement. 

“ Yes, a great deal,” was the reply, “ so much so m 
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Abruptly he left the group and walked through the 
apartment and back again slowly As he re-entered the 
room where the body lay, the door from the haU opened 
and Dr Prescott entered, followed by Hutchmson Hatch 
The Thinking Machine led the surgeon straight to the 
body and drew the cloth down from the face Dr Pres- 
cott started back with an exclamation of astonishment, 
recognition 

“ There’s no doubt about it at all in j'our mind ? ” 
inquired the scientist. 

" Not the slightest,” replied Dr Prescott positively 
‘ It’s the same woman ” 

“ Yet, look here 1 ” 1 

With a quick movement The Thinking Machine drew 
down the cloth still more Dr Prescott together wth 
those who had no idea of what to expect, peered down 
at the body After one glance the surgeon dropped on 
his knees and examined closely the dead left hand The 
fore-finger was off at the first joint , Dr Prescott stared, 
stared mcredulously After a moment his eyes left the 
rnaimed hand and settled again on her face 

" I have never seen — never dreamed — of such a start- 
ling ” he began ‘ * , 

“ That settles it all, of course,” interrupted The Thmk- 
ing , Machine “ It solves and proves the problem at 
once Npw Mr Mallory if we can go to your office or 

some place where we will be undisturbed I wall " 

“ !Put who kiUed her ? ” demanded the detective 
abruptly , ' 

“ I liave the photograph of her murderer in my pocket,” 
returned The Thinking Machine " Also a photograph 
of an accomolice ” 
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which one? A little logic now to prove that two and 
two alwa}^ make four — not some tunes but all the time 
“ Naturally the first supposibon was msamty We 
pass that as absurd on-its face Then disease — a tamt 
of leprosy perhaps which had been visible on the left 
fore-finger I tested for that, and that was ehmmated 
Three strong reasons for desiring the finger off, either 
of which is strongly probable, remained. The fact that 
the woman was English unmistakably was obvious 
From the mark of a wedding ring on her glove and a cor- 
responding mark on her finger — she wore no such nng 
— we could safely surmise that she ivas married These 
were the two first facts I learned Substantiative evi- 
dence that she was mamed and not a widow came partly 
from her extreme youth and the lack of moummg in 
her attue, 

“ Then Mr Hatch followed her, learned her name, 
where she hved, and later the fact /that she had arrived 
with her husband on a steamer a day or so before they 
took apartments here This was proof that she was 
English, an'd proof that she had a husband. They came 
over on the steamer as Mr and Mrs. David Girardeau 
— here they were Mr and Mrs Fredenck Chevedon 
Morey Why this difference in name ? The circum- 
stance m itself pomted to irregulanty^ — crime committed 
or contemplated. Other thmgs made me think it was 
merely contemplated and ’ that it could be prevented , 
for then absence of every fact gave me' no mtimation 
that there would be murder Then came the murder 
presumably of — Mrs. Morey ? " ‘ 

“ Isn’t it Mrs Morey ? ” demanded the detective 
“ Mr Hatch recognized the woman as the one he had 
followed, I recognized her as the one on which there 
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there might have been left behind a tell-tale print of 
that fore-finger If there had been a serious crime with 
the trace of the finger as evidence, its removal would 
have been necessary to her ‘ 

“ Then the one thing remained — that is that Mrs 
^orey or whatever her name is — was in a conspiracy 
with her husband to get possession of certain properties, 
perhaps a title — remember she is English — by sacrificing 
that finger so that identification might be in accordance 
With tile description of an heir whom she was to im- 
personate We may well believe that she was provided 
With the necessary documentary evidence, and we know 
conclusively — ive don’t conjectme but we hiow — that 
the dead woman m there is the woman whose rights were 
to have been stolen bj' the so-called Mrs Morey ” 

“ But that IS Mrs Morey, isn’t it ? ” demanded the 
detective again 

“ No,” was the sharp retort " The perfect resem- 
blance to Mrs Morey and the finger removed long ago 
niakes that clear There is, I un^gme, a relationship 
between them — perhaps they are cousins I can hardly 
believe they are twins because the necessity, then of one 
impersonatmg the other to obtain either money or a 
title, would not have existed so palpably although it 
IS possible that Mrs Morey, if disinhented or disowned, 
would have resorted to such a course This dead woman 
IS, Miss — Miss — ” and he glanced at the back of a photo- 
graph, “ Miss Evelyn Rossmore, and she has evidently 
been hvmg m this city for some time This is her pic- 
ture, and it was made at least a year ago by Harkinson 
here Perhaps he can give you her address as welL” 

There was silence for several minutes Each member 
of the httle group was turmng over the stated facts 
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meuts would be entered for several days — after they 
" ere safely away — while there was a chance that if neither 
of them had been seen here and their disappearance was 
unexplamed the rooms would have been opened to ascer- 
tain why That IS all, I think ’* 

“ Except to catch IMorey and his wife,” said the 
detective gnmly 

“ Easily done with those photographs,” said The 
Thmking Machme “ I imagine, if this murder is kept 
out of the newspapers for a couple of hours you can 
hud them about to sail for Europe Suppose you try 
the hne they came over on ? ” 

It was ]U3t three hours later that the accused man and 
^vlfe were taken prisoner They had ]ust engaged pas- 
sage on the steamer which sailed at half-past four o’clock 
Their tnal was a famous one and resulted m conviction 
after an astonishing story of an attempt to seize an 
estate and title belongmg nghtfully to Abss Evelyn Ross- 
more who had mystenously disappeared years before 


THE END 
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